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from the master

From the Master
2015 has been an action-packed year. I invite all friends of Queen’s to read through our magazine,
and you will be amazed at how much happens here.
This year another new cohort of freshers
arrived. As the Dean of Wellbeing,
Tim Corney, describes, the process of
transition and immersion into university
life that is possible at a college cannot
be matched elsewhere. His colleague,
Dean of Studies, Brenda Holt, explains
that it is accompanied by academic
support that makes all the difference for
students in today’s highly competitive
world. The two Deans have refreshed
the programs at Queen’s and are making
a real difference. You can also read about
many highlights of student life, including
an acclaimed production of Monty
Python’s Spamalot and premierships for
the men’s and women’s soccer teams.

planted in the College gardens when it
is large enough.

recently been honoured as a Senior Fellow
of the University of Melbourne and as
an Adjunct Professor in the College of
Education at Victoria University.

The Wyvern Society and its President,
Arch Wyvern Jake Workman, are also to
be congratulated on a dynamic year: the
new-style Gala Dinner and Ball held off-site
was a highlight. It was a joy to see so many
beaming faces from my years as Master.
Many thanks to the Wyvern community
and all the friends of Queen’s for the strong
support they continue to give the College.

It has been a very good year. Warm
thanks to all who have made this
happen: residents, student leaders,
members of Council and committees,
staff, and the entire College community.
I am already looking forward to 2016,
my final year as Master.

Congratulations also go out to our Dean
of Wellbeing, Prof. Tim Corney, who has

Prof. David Runia
Master

The cohort of graduate students continues
to settle in, now with their own club
which runs its own events, but also works
together with the undergraduate club.
A highlight of their year was the Health
Sciences dinner with a panel of research
scientists full of enthusiasm for what they
are able to do. All four were Wyverns and
the dinner illustrates the value of having
such inspiring examples to follow. Of these,
none has made a greater contribution than
Marcia Neave, now Royal Commissioner,
who lived at Queen’s for nearly a decade.
There was truly no one more deserving of
the 2015 Wyvern of the Year Award.
It was also a year in which we looked
back to the event that shaped Australia’s
nationhood and had such a devastating
impact on the College. The Anzac Day
Centenary memorial service in the Chapel
touched the hearts of all who attended,
and was particularly memorable for the
address of Will Winter-Cooke, whose
great grand-father brought back a Gallipoli
acorn from Lone Pine. A descendant
of that acorn was blessed and will be

This magazine was printed on paper
made from 100% post-consumer
waste. It’s carbon neutral and FSC
certified.
Queen’s is committed to reducing
its environmental impact.
Enjoy the more natural look and feel
of the magazine.

social media
www.queens.unimelb.edu.au/wyverns/social-media/
www.facebook.com/QCWyvernSociety www.facebook.com/QueensCollegeAU
https://twitter.com/qcwyverns https://twitter.com/queenscollege
www.linkedin.com/grps/Queens-College-UniversityMelbourne-2098816/
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community News

Sugden Fellows 2015
For a long time it looked like there
would be no Sugden Fellow this year,
a source of disappointment for many.
A number of exciting possibilities fell
through. But then fortune smiled.
Visiting scholars Professor Craig Jeffrey
and Dr Jane Dyson expressed interest
in contributing further to the College
community and accepted an offer to
be last-minute Sugden Fellows. Both
studied geography and anthropology
in Cambridge, with a special interest
in the Indian sub-continent, before
moving to Oxford.
Craig has now taken up the post of
Director of the Australia India Institute
at the University of Melbourne, and
Jane will be lecturing in the School of
Geography at the same institution.
The research interest of the academic
couple focuses on youth and social
change in India, and this was the
theme of their Sugden Fellow lecture.
Its centerpiece was Jane’s film Lifelines,
which depicts the life of young people
in northern India, at the foothills of the
Himalaya mountains. A more different
environment from that known to the
residents of the College could hardly
be imagined. Their lecture was received
with great interest and a stimulating
discussion followed.
We wish Craig and Jane and their
two children well as they settle into
their new life in Australia.

Youth development issues in the Pacific region
In early September this year Professor Tim Corney, addressed the Pacific Region Commonwealth Youth
Ministers Meeting in Samoa on the threats and opportunities to youth development in the region.
The Pacific region has one of the highest
youth populations in the Commonwealth,
with over 60% under 30 years. As
an internationally regarded authority
on youth development, Prof. Corney
presented to the Commonwealth Pacific
Island Ministers of Youth Affairs and
described the issues facing young people
in the region as, “various and many,
[including] education, employment
and economic development, alongside
the risks of pandemic, climate change,
and political extremism.” He noted that,
“adapting to changing social, economic
and political circumstances are hard for
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people of any age, but it often hits the
young the hardest. While young people
are natural change makers they are also
vulnerable.”
Speaking with Prof. Corney on his return
to Queen’s, he points out that the
challenges of transition to independence
for young people in the Pacific Islands
are not dissimilar to those faced by
Australians. Through his many years
of support to the Pacific Islands of the
Commonwealth, Prof. Corney has been
encouraging programmatic responses
that empower youth to become agents

of national development. As he said at
the Conference, “Young people have a
proven capability to lead change, and
play a crucial role in sustainable
development and democracy building
so are a vital and valuable investment
for now and into the future.”
I’m sure Prof. Corney would agree that
these sentiments could also be said
of the young people here at Queen’s.
More information on the Commonwealth
Youth Programme is available here:
http://youthdevelopmentindex.org/
views/programme.php

community news

Liam Finlay
(1st year Biomedicine)
Founder, Raindrops

Jessica Herne
(2nd year Arts)
Secretary, UN Youth Victoria

Fresher Liam Finlay has been a familiar
face around the College on Thursday
mornings, post-‘turn’, cooking breakfast
for Queeners as part of the Social Work
Committee’s fundraising activities.
However, Liam’s commitment to making
a positive social impact does not end
there. Liam recently started his own
charity initiative, Raindrops, to help
raise money and awareness about
how individual, small changes can
have big, global impacts.

Debates with her dad over the dinner
table spurred Jessica Herne on to high
school debating and her involvement
in UN Youth Australia with their mock
security council program, The Evatt
Competition. Three years on, Jessica
has been a loyal volunteer at UN Youth
and is now the Secretary of the Victorian
branch. UN Youth Australia is one of
Australia’s largest youth run, not-forprofit organisations that aims to educate
high school children in global issues
and create good global citizens.

“Every dollar you donate, every minute
spent volunteering, every time you switch
to a more sustainable product, you’re
helping to improve the world. I want
people to realise that it all starts with
one [change]. The single raindrop does
not believe it causes the flood.” Liam’s
initiative works to engage his friends,
peers and the general public through the
Raindrops Facebook page and promote
his message of individual agency.
Looking to the future of his initiative Liam
says, “I’d love to keep increasing my page
reach, so that more people can become
more aware of their everyday actions.
Ideally, I’d love to see the Raindrops
mentality spread globally, and for this
kind of thinking to become mainstream.”

Recently, Jessica has been appointed as
the Convener for the 2017 Middle East
Experience, a tour open to high school
students from around the country to
travel to the Middle East and learn about
its history and opportunities for creating
peace in the region. On top of this, Jessica
will also be preparing for the UN Youth
National Conference which is being held
in Melbourne in December, in addition
to her routine administrative and legal
duties as Secretary. So what’s her
secret for fitting in 10+hours a week
of volunteering on top of her busy uni
schedule and social activities? Jessica
begins to laugh, “I have a planner, and
it’s a very detailed planner, and my life
lives in it.”
Such diverse leadership experiences
gained through UN Youth will no doubt
hold Jessica in good stead with her
ambition of working for an NGO in
the future. But where did her passion
for social issues come from? “Typical
debating kid story, loved having an
argument with someone, and finally
figured out what I wanted to argue for.”

Gordon Davis
(2nd year Masters in International
Relations), Lionel Phillips Scholar
(Asian Language), Director of
Regular Giving, Oaktree
In July, final year Masters of International
Relations student Gordon Davis was
appointed as the Director of Regular
Giving at Oaktree, a non-profit created
by young people to fight global poverty.
In his new role Gordon will be working
to engage grassroots supporters by
promoting how they can continue to
help, ensuring their support is rewarding,
and in communicating what their efforts
are achieving.
After studying everything from maths
to science and the humanities in his
first year at the University of Melbourne,
it was not until Gordon took his first
International Relations subject that he
felt his true calling. In response to being
presented with the gross inequalities in
wealth and justice around the world during
a tutorial, Gordon recounts, “I felt a real
sense of responsibility. I couldn’t separate
myself from what I was seeing, and I
really felt that everybody who can, has
a responsibility to do something.”
Five years on from this moment, Gordon
is now looking forward to graduating
in December and stepping up his
commitment to Oaktree and to another
charity, GOMO Foundation. Completing
his final year while volunteering at two
non-profits and also working part-time
has been a challenge, but one that would
not have been possible if it were not for
Queen’s.
“Living at Queen’s and all of the life
support that you get here, even little things,
like being able to eat at Eakins [Hall], or
having someone who helps clean your
apartment has given me that extra bit of
time... to do all these things and not go
crazy,” Gordon says with a laugh.

November 2015

5

college arts

Arts

at

Queen’s

David Coates (1st year Music), Arts Representative
Quadstock kicked off the arts scene in spectacular style. While still a relatively new initiative, the highly professional
event was host to a number of outstanding Queen’s performances. The major arts event was the annual production
in September. MADS ambitiously chose Monty Python’s Spamalot, which was ultimately a raging success
where almost 100 Queeners were involved in the cast, productions teams and orchestra.
The Willie Quick committee hosted a
number of other events, which showcased
the public speaking, general knowledge,
literary and artistic prowess of our
residents. The top event of the year
had to be the Willie Quick Dinner where
over 300 Queeners were spellbound
by social entrepreneur, Aaron Tait.
Queen’s College shone in the
intercollegiate arts scene as well. The
year began with trivia in week 2, the
first of many Inter-Collegiate Activities
Committee (ICAC) events. The first
major and competitive ICAC even
was Fresher Dance, held in week 3.
An incredible amount of effort was put
in by this year’s team, led by ballroom
dancer extraordinaire and QCS&SC
President Rodney Brown, which resulted
in a stellar performance on the night.
Despite not placing (such controversy!),
the calibre of performance set the bar
very high for the rest of the year’s
competition. Week 8 saw the inaugural
ICAC talent show, where a number
of Queeners came to support Jack
Richardson’s (1st year Arts) comedy
routine. Semester 1 was concluded
with the intercollegiate play, The Book
of Everything. No surprise, the cast and
production teams were once again
dominated by Queeners.
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Semester 2 began with debating,
where we placed 4th after an unfortunate
second round loss to the eventual winners,
Ormond. In week 4, James Mountain and
Ishbel Hodgson displayed their musical
talents at the music soiree, and in week 6
the theatre sports team, Christian Sullivan,

“

Lachie Ince, Skye Smurthwaite, Jack
Richardson, Alex Sheen and Elsie Shaw,
placed an honourable 2nd after a series
of hilarious skits. The final major ICAC
event for 2015 was Battle of the Bands,
where the traditionally named QCDC
put on a spectacular performance.

Arts photography: Ben Fon

The arts culture at Queen’s is one we should be very proud of.
It’s diverse, progressive and provides opportunities for both
the experienced and those willing to try something new.
It was incredible to see this culture thrive once again in 2015.”

college production

Spamalot hits the spot!
101 years since its inception, the Queen’s College Music and Drama Society (MADS) presented its most ambitious production
ever: Monty Python’s Spamalot. After winning best production for The Crucible in 2014, MADS had a lot to live up to
and this year’s production exceeded all expectations, winning both commercial and critical success.
With a run of four days in late September,
the production process started back in May
where the cast and crew quickly developed
rapport and a sense of professionalism
that was unprecedented for a student
production. This professionalism, perhaps,
juxtaposed the absurd nature of the
musical, a comedic reimagining of
Camelot based on the cult film Monty
Python and the Holy Grail.
It is no secret that Queeners are busy,
so to have the cast and crew successfully
balance their studies, employment,
and personal commitments with their
contribution to the production was a
wonderful achievement. While the bulk
of the cast and crew were supplied from
the Junior Common Room, the production
also brought the whole community
together with participation and support
from the Middle Common Room and
Wyverns who contributed their talent,
experience, insight and financial support.
The skill and dedication of the whole
production team has elevated MADS
from a leading college theatre group to
one of the most outstanding groups to
have performed this year at the University
of Melbourne. The choice to change
tack from the darker shows of the past
(The Crucible, Sweeney Todd, etc.)
certainly paid off, with one reviewer,
writing in Stage Whispers, remarking,
“Spamalot is one of my favourite shows
and this production did not disappoint.
The young cast was energetic, funny
and showed wonderful comic timing to
have the audience in stitches.” The entire
cast were magnificent, however, two
stellar performances meant that the

Keith Macartney Prize for best performance
was shared by Jack Richardson (1st Year
Arts) and Elle Richards (1st year PhD Arts).
Playing the support role of Sir Robin, Jack
revelled in the physicality and irreverence
of the role, stealing the limelight each
time he stepped on stage. Elle’s hugely
impressive operatic vocals and comedic
timing ensured her lead as the Lady of
the Lake produced many laughs with a
sprinkling of pathos.
MADs has certainly thrown down the
gauntlet for the productions to follow,
and while this might seem like a daunting
inheritance, it can be also viewed as
motivation for reimagining the scope
and potential of Queen’s productions.
As Monty Python would say, “always
look on the bright side of life”.

Nick Felstead (2nd year, Environments),
Producer

QCMADS was nominated for a number
of awards at the Union House Theatre
Awards night for the University of
Melbourne. QCMADS’ Spamalot was
named Musical of the Year! Not only
did our new president Jack Richardson
take out an award for Outstanding Actor:
Spamalot Director Christian Sullivan
received an award for his phenomenal
work; and Spamalot Production Manager
Alex Guerin received a commendation
for his significant efforts.
Jack Richardson has been nominated
for ‘Best Male Performer in a Supporting
Role’ (for Spamalot) for the 2015
Music Theatre Guild of Victoria awards
(Victoria’s equivalent of the Tony Awards).
Congratulations to all those involved,
and thank you once again to those
who came along to watch.

“I have seen at least 20 College productions over the course
of the last 15 years. This production was the best I have ever
seen. It did not have a weak member of cast; the timing of
all actors was impeccable; I laughed and cried all the way
through–so highly entertaining and professional.”
Dr. Brenda Holt (Dean of Studies)
“To have produced the most profitable MADS production
to date was an opportunity I will forever look back on as
being the most stressful yet most rewarding experience
I’ve had at Queen’s, if not in my life.” Nick Felstead
(2nd Year Environments) (Producer)

Photography: Ben Fon
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college sports

Sports at Queen’s
Women’s

Women’s sports has been fantastic this
year! We had some ripper wins, and it’s
all thanks to the awesome sportswomen
–freshers, seniors and Wyverns–that
we have had at the castle.
We started off so strongly, making the
softball grand final and narrowly losing to
Ormond by only one ball. The crowd was
insane, and we had over 100 supporters
there compared to Ormond’s total of
10. Queen’s came third in the Athletics
Carnival overall, narrowly missing out
on second place to Trinity by six points.
Next up we had women’s hockey.
Being back-to-back premiers in 2013
and 2014, there was a lot of pressure
on the girls and they definitely rose
to the occasion. We had such a skilled
team, but were just unlucky in the
semi-final against UC, losing in the
most tense penalty shootout I’d seen in
years. Women’s soccer had committed
coaches and talented players: over 150
Queeners cheered as we won against
UC in the grand final!

The rowing season, as per usual, was a
hard, blistering but immensely rewarding
four weeks for the female crews. We had
so much success with the rowing in 2015;
the Women’s First VIII finished second
whilst Women’s Second VIII finished third.
Second semester saw our netball teams,
both firsts and seconds, have such a
strong season. Unfortunately in the semifinals both teams went down to St Hilda’s
and Whitley, respectively, the two teams
we lost to in the 2014 grand final. The
camaraderie amongst the girls who played
Chooty (women’s footy) this year was
phenomenal. I’m always amazed at the
talent showcased by this sport–may the
braids and borrowed footy boots tradition
continue and grow! Women’s basketball
saw our girls make the quarter final under
some great coaching leadership by third
year Queeners, while in tennis we
went down to UC in the semi-finals
after a spirited two weeks of play.
men’s

Men’s sports started with a sense of déjà
vu, narrowly missing out on the cricket

final by a matter of runs as we have done
for the past two years. Hockey ended
with an unfortunate loss to Trinity in the
Quarters, and we failed to make finals
in table tennis, despite our best efforts.
As Liz has said, we came in third overall
at the Sports Carnival. Accolades go to
Will May, the apple of Queen’s eye when
it comes to sprints, for taking out the
100m, 200m and finishing off the bitter
sweet victory in the men’s 4x100m relay.
Rowing Day traditionally saw some scary
haircuts and fourth place for our Magoos
crew, as well as a fantastic second place
finish for the Men’s Firsts. Our major
highlight of the year came with a win
against Hilda’s in the soccer Grand Final,
our second in three years. Congratulations
again to the team and coaches on a
fantastic season.
There was early excitement in the air as
we comprehensively won our first two
footy games. They’re our first wins
since the historic 2012 premiership:
the drought is over! With some ancient
Wyvern coaches at the helm we made
it to the Grand Final. Despite our valiant
efforts, we lost to the solid Trinity outfit
on the day. At the swimming carnival,
we finished sixth, and in basketball lost
to Ormond in the Semi-Final. Last but
not least, our incoming Male Sports Rep,
Ben ‘Crackers’ Robinson, played tennis
in his usual stunning form. I would like
to again congratulate Crackers; I couldn’t
be passing on the role to a more worthy
or capable Queener.

Elizabeth Tonkin (3rd year, Marketing),
Female Sports Representative and
Ryan Ward (3rd year, Science),
Male Sports Representative
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QV portrait unveiling

Professor Blainey unveils
Queen Victoria portrait
7 October 2015

Victoria College was the name the Affiliated College Committee
chose in 1883 when tasked with founding the new College by
the Conference of the Australasian Wesleyan Methodist Church.
However, with its building set to coincide with Queen Victoria’s
Golden Jubilee in 1887, it was decided to name the College
Queen’s College in honour of this celebratory occasion.
Photo courtesy of Evert Ploeg

The honouring of Queen Victoria once
again took place on 7 October this year
at our annual Collegians’ Dinner. Older
Wyverns might not be familiar with this
relatively new addition (c. 1990s) to
our calendar, the dinner was instituted
as the main College awards night when
Valedictory Dinner became too lengthy.
In addition to celebrating those who
have best demonstrated the values
of the College throughout the year, the
occasion also marked the unveiling of a
newly commissioned portrait of Queen
Victoria by renowned Australian artist
Evert Ploeg (portraitist of our current
Master, Professor David Runia).

The guest of honour on the evening was
Wyvern (1948) Professor Geoffrey Blainey,
Australia’s foremost living historian.
Professor Blainey sketched a narrative
of Queen Victoria’s life, etched with
anecdotes that brought her out in high
relief. Our residents, unaccustomed
to his unique and compelling narrative
style, listened spellbound. Professor
Blainey noted that perhaps it is surprising
today that the Methodist Church bestowed
the naming of the new College upon the
head of the Church of England, however
this was representative of the widespread
admiration felt towards Queen Victoria–
the most famous personage in the world
as head of the mighty British Empire.
Both the British Empire and Australia
have changed immeasurably since 1887,
but the connection between past and
present was a concern for Ploeg in his
approach to the work. “I have portrayed
her as if I were actually painting her from
life in my studio. I feel the portrait has a
contemporary attitude with the way the
paint has been applied, by default by [my]
approach to painting. There is a looseness
and spontaneity in the brushwork and an
immediacy that may not have been the
norm for an official portrait in her time.”

Artist Evert Ploeg

Ploeg also faced a practical challenge,
the unavailability of colour references to
our former monarch–understandable
considering she was born in 1819.
Consideration was given to another artist’s
‘coloured’ print, however, this was rejected
as Ploeg explains, “[the] work was in
profile and I felt with further examination

that a front on depiction would evoke
more strength and directness. It seemed
to suit the Eakins Hall better to have her
gaze out over the whole dining room.”
Further research uncovered other colour
references in old artworks and Ploeg
determined that Queen Victoria’s eye
colour was most likely blue from their
tonal appearance in black and white
photographs. Ploeg then chose a model
with a similar facial and tonal structure to
sit for him in his studio so that he could
study the colour aspect further. “The
challenge was to give Queen Victoria
warmth and approachability rather than
a hard, stern aloofness, which can so
often appear in such portraits.”
A challenge that all agreed was superbly
met when Prof. Blainey drew the curtains
back and revealed the portrait to loud
applause in Eakins Hall. The Master,
Professor Runia, noted that, “it is a
brilliant piece of work, presenting the
iconic and familiar image in a fresh and,
dare we say, modern guise.”
Hung above the internal entrance to
Eakins Hall, the artist remarked on its
appearance in situ, “I was totally surprised
how comfortable the portrait is hanging
in the hall–like it was always meant to be
there. It is truly something very special
indeed.”
After 128 years the Queen’s Dining Hall
now has on display an original portrait
in oils of our patroness. May the portrait
of Queen Victoria hang in Eakins Hall in
aeternum.
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from the dean of wellbeing

Student transition
the role of a University College
Professor Tim Corney
The Dean of Wellbeing

The role of a university college is as important today as it has ever been.
While numbers of students attending universities globally are increasing, the vast
majority will not attend a university college. However as Professor Markwell,
a former Deputy Vice-Chancellor at the University of Western Australia,
and Warden of Rhodes House, Oxford, suggests;
“Most of the leading universities around the world are residential... [and]...
they provide an immersive educational experience in which genuine student engagement,
both curricular and extra-curricular, is most readily possible”.
The transition from secondary school to
university, from home to independent
living, from a small town in another
state or country to the large city can be
daunting. University colleges such as
Queen’s play an important role in enabling
and facilitating the successful transition
of students through their degree and
into adult life. Development of academic
skills and intellectual capacity is one part
of this process, and colleges provide an
important supplementary benefit to what
is provided by the university. However,
what is not readily available at the
university is the focus on social, moral
and character development, and the
provision of targeted mental health
and wellbeing programs.
University colleges such as Queen’s play
an increasingly important role in mitigating
the debilitating effects of stress, anxiety
and depression prevalent in high achieving
students. There have been various
studies looking at particular university
student cohorts and their susceptibility

The federal government initiative Head
Space suggests 1 in 5 young people will
experience a debilitating episode of
stress, anxiety or depression.

10 in aeternum

to stress, anxiety and depression. One
example is the recent Western Australian
Law Society Report (Kendall 2011). This
study details the findings of mental
health in legal students from 13 Australian
universities. The study revealed high
levels of psychological distress and risk
of depression when compared with other
tertiary student groups and a number of
attitudes and behaviours which imply a
general reluctance to seek help for mental
health issues. Further, the study suggests
causes of depression could be attributed
to a culture of competitiveness, fear of
failure and tendency to perfectionism.
This study points to the dangers that
overachieving students can face.
We know that more and more young
people are experiencing complex
mental health and wellbeing issues.
The federal government initiative Head
Space suggests 1 in 5 young people
will experience a debilitating episode
of stress, anxiety or depression. While
at Queen’s there is the provision of

“

formal pastoral care, wellbeing programs
and counselling services, the College
community also provides a number
of important layers of informal support
through tutors, student leaders, corridor
leaders, staff, peers and friends.
The Oxbridge collegial model, upon
which Queen’s was founded, provides
the template for a holistic academic
community. It is a place where tutors
and students, established scholars and
fledgling academics, from across a range
of disciplines, backgrounds, cultures and
nationalities live together, sharing their
thinking and life experiences. They learn
respect and tolerance for one another, an
appreciation of the diverse cultural and
social backgrounds of each member of
the community, and they learn to care
and support one another. It is this unique
blend of social and intellectual interaction,
enjoyed collectively in the context of
a residential community, that is the
hallmark of the university college.

The College community also provides a
number of important layers of informal
support through tutors, student leaders,
corridor leaders, staff, peers and friends.”

the role of a university college

Distinguished Australian historian Laurie
Fitzhardinge attended St Pauls College
at the University of Sydney. In his poem
simply titled ‘The College’ he encapsulates
both the superficial joys and the deeper,
less obvious benefits of college life.
Chatter and noise in the Common Room,
Flutter of gowns in the Hall,
Bask in the sun-steeped Quadrangle,
Think ye that this is all?
Shouting of hymns to the organ’s blast,
Talks by the evening fire,
Times of reading and work and thought,
Nought else would you desire?
Staunchness and grit on the football field,
The clean, hard joy of the game,
A steady crew, an untiring team,
On these would you set her fame?
Yea, and on something greater than these,
Wider and deeper is she;
Her roots in the hearts of the students of old,
Her head in the ages to be!

There are few institutions today where
senior academics and tutors will live in the
same buildings, eat in the same dining
hall and worship in the same Chapel as
their students. And there are few places
of learning where the tutorial staff will
also be concerned for the pastoral care
and wellbeing of their students, providing
mentoring and support, beyond the
academic, to students in need.
This opportunity for students to live and
work alongside adults of various ages
and stages of their careers is unusual in
this modern age. As is the opportunity
to develop reflective, moral and spiritual
disciplines and the resilience and grit
needed for adult life. These are acquired in
various ways; through attending a positive
psychology program or participating in
chapel; from engaging in conversation
with an internationally regarded scholar;
or simply through experiencing the
generosity and support of the College
community in times of hardship.

The holistic development of students as
they transition to independent adulthood
is at the heart of Queen’s College life.
This is supported through peer-to-peer
relationships and friendships, participation
in intercollegiate sport, music, arts and
drama, along with opportunities to
develop leadership and administrative skill
through the student club. It is this unique,
all encompassing process that sets the
residential college experience apart from
just attending a university, and makes the
student transition process facilitated by
the College so highly valued and sought
after. It is a privilege to attend college,
one experienced by few. Likewise, it is
our special privilege to foster and witness
first hand this important transition in
the students of Queen’s.
Prof. Tim Corney September 2015
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from the dean of studies

Transformed academia
College and the Melbourne Model
Dr Brenda Holt
Dean of Studies

In late February this year on Orientation Week Camp, I asked a packed room
of 120 first year students, “Raise your hands if you have been told that first year
doesn’t matter!” Not surprisingly, there was nervous laughter and shared looks
around, when almost all of them raised their hands. And yet, the first year
does matter now. The Melbourne Model has made it important.
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college and the melbourne model

I was on the Melbourne Model Implementation Team in 2006-2007 while finishing my PhD.
I had worked in a Sydney College for two years in the late ‘90s, then served as the Head of Whitley College
from 2001-2005, so my knowledge of students and academic advising was utilised on the team. Never
would I have imagined how much that historical curriculum change, implemented finally in 2008, would
change the face of Melbourne Colleges.
The Melbourne Model was a response to
the globalisation of education and the
need for the degree at the University of
Melbourne to translate internationally.
96 undergraduate courses were replaced
with 6: Arts, Science, Commerce, Music,
Biomedicine, and Environments. All
professional qualifications such as
engineering, medicine, law, social work,
education, and others were moved to
postgraduate courses. One of the selling
points to the students was that since over
75% of the current students in 2007 were
completing five year-long double degrees,
the new Model would provide a three year
bachelor degree + two year postgraduate
degree in the same time. The plan was
for the university to be made up of half
undergraduate and half graduate students.
There are numerous differences in the
Colleges brought about by the Melbourne
Model, but I will explore only three: the
rising diversity of students; the rise in
entrance requirements and the pressure
on the undergraduate GPA; and finally,
the need for students to be strategic
in early career choices.
Since implementing the Melbourne
Model, the University has been ranked
number one in Australia on a number
of international university ranking scales
during the last five years. This has largely
driven new interstate cohorts to Melbourne
while the number of international students
coming to Melbourne continues to climb.
Historically, Queen’s College had a large
regional and rural cohort as did many of
the Colleges. This year, only 20% of first
years were from regional and rural Victoria.
Rather, the largest first year cohort (42%)
were from interstate, with large numbers
from NSW and WA.
Where in the past, the College was very
quiet on the weekend when its students
drove home to play footy or see their
families, now Queen’s is mostly full and
vibrant. Further, in response to the rise
of graduate students at the University,
Queen’s was a leader in offering

stream, students need to ensure that
they have taken these subjects in order
to leave their options open.

graduate residence accommodation,
with 54 graduates since 2012. With
50% of our Queen’s graduate students
from international backgrounds, the
Queen’s population of near 300 is
more diverse than ever before.
With #1 ranking in Australia, the University
of Melbourne’s ATAR clearly-in score for all
of its courses has continued to rise. When
Biomedicine’s clearly-in score is almost

96

courses
before the
implementation
of the Melbourne
Model

>

Commerce, the only undergraduate
Melbourne degree perceived as
employment ready, has very disparate
majors with very clear career pathways.
This is fantastic if a student knows they
love finance or marketing but not so if
they are just not sure. Further, the

#

6

42%

50%

Arts, Science,
Commerce, Music,
Biomedicine,
Environments

of first year
students from
interstate

of graduate
students from
international
backgrounds

courses

99 and Commerce 95, it is no surprise to
find the more popular Arts and Science
courses are 90 and 86 respectively.
Once a student is in the course, however,
competing on the bell curve is a lot more
challenging and keeping your marks
high matters for your future.
Postgraduate courses at the University
also have a GPA hurdle of at least an H3
(65%) for some Masters courses and H1
(over 80%) for Law and Medicine. This
means that unlike the days of old where a
student in a five year double degree could
pull high marks in years 4 and 5 and still
do well, the pressure is now on from year 1.
Finally, the Melbourne Model was sold to
the public as a generalist degree, as an
opportunity for students to try different
subjects and work out over time what
they enjoy and what they are good
at doing. This works really well if the
student plans to study Law, which has
no prerequisites. However, given that
some popular postgraduate courses have
numerous prerequisites, like Engineering
which requires a major in an engineering

1

ranking
the University
of Melbourne
in Australia

competition to get a job in the business
sector for new graduates is extraordinary,
where students with very high marks
are most in demand.
The Melbourne Model has changed
the face of the College. It is more
geographically diverse, but all of the
students here have been very high
achievers as Melbourne’s rankings
climb. It is competitive, fast-paced and
academically serious from the beginning.
We seek to support undergraduates in
every one of their subjects in order for
them to have the best chance of doing
well. We also offer academic and career
support to our graduates.
When it is that difficult to get to the
University, one would think that getting a
job afterwards would be easy. However,
last year, only 65% of Australian graduates
had a job four months after graduating.
Networks and mentoring are most needed
for all of our students facing a job market
where there are so few graduate positions
for the flood of highly qualified applicants.
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Gallipoli remembered

Gallipoli remembered
This year on the 25th of April it was exactly one hundred years since the fateful day
on which the Imperial forces landed on the Gallipoli peninsula in Turkey.
Throughout the length and breadth of Australia services were held
to commemorate this day. Queen’s was no exception.

Stained glass windows donated by Spencer Jenkins in memory of his brother Elvas who served at Gallipoli.
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Gallipoli remembered

War had broken out in August 1914. The Imperial cause received huge popular
support, even though the theatre of war was on the other side of the world.
It is almost impossible to imagine the disruptive effect the war had on the
College. 30 former students died and another 202 returned from active service.
Of those who died, 21 were resident at the time they enlisted.
In 1914 there were 65 men living in
College. By the beginning of 1915 this had
dropped to 43 and at year end there were
only 30 left. The Master, Dr Sugden, was
a strong supporter of the war and himself
joined the army as a Chaplain, but he was
careful not to actively encourage his men
to enlist. Nevertheless the peer pressure
must have been enormous.
Five Queen’s men fell during the Anzac
campaign. Among them was a young
candidate for the Methodist ministry,
Albert George Stapleton, who was killed
in action on the very first day. There is no
known grave, but his name is inscribed on
the Lone Pine memorial. Two others who
died were medical graduates, taking upon
themselves the harrowing task of tending
the maimed and wounded.
One of them was Gordon Clunes McKay
Mathison. He was the nation’s most
promising medical research scientist and
had just been appointed the first Director
of the Walter and Eliza Hall Institute. He
was sitting outside his dugout when he
was hit in the head by a stray bullet and
never regained consciousness. His death
has been described as a national calamity.
Ross McMullin devotes a chapter to
him in his book Farewell Dear People:
Biographies of Australia’s Lost Generation.
The other was Harry Franklin Green, who
was dressing a wounded man when he
was shot through the heart by a piece of
shrapnel. It happened on 29 November,
just ten days before the forces were
evacuated.
Another remarkable story is the experience
of Elvas Elliot Jenkins. He too trained
for the ministry, but felt the call to serve
as an engineer in the AIF. While training
in Alexandria he bought a French New
Testament. During his time at Gallipoli it
saved his life when it prevented a piece
of shrapnel from entering his heart. Elvas
survived the campaign and went on to
serve in France, where tragically he was
the first Australian officer to die in the
Battle of the Somme in July 1916. The New
Testament was bequeathed to his fiancée
Jeanie Lawson Read, and when she died
her family donated it to the Bible Society.
Elvas’s story is told in the documentary
entitled “The Bible and the Bullet”
produced earlier this year. In it the

stained glass windows of the Queen’s
Chapel are featured. These were donated
by Elvas’s brother Spencer in 1982.
Already, during the War in 1917, Dr Sugden
had conceived the idea to build a chapel
that would be a memorial to those who
had fallen. After the war it was decided
to incorporate the Chapel in the new
wing planned to accommodate the
College’s expanding numbers. The project
was expanded to commemorate all the
fallen Methodist soldiers of Victoria and
Tasmania. The dedication to these brave
soldiers is recorded on plaques near
the entrance to the Chapel and on
the balcony. The Chapel is in fact the
College’s War memorial.

Elvas Jenkins

It was very fitting, therefore, that on
Sunday evening, 26 April, a special service
was conducted to commemorate those
members of the College who served in the
Great War. Current residents read out the
names of those who fell, where they came
from, the date they arrived at Queen’s, the
date of their death and their age when it
took place. The Master gave an address
which included the following:
On behalf of you all I wish to
acknowledge and commemorate the
supreme sacrifice that they made.
These men grew up in a very different
world from ours, but they themselves
were not that different from us. They
too had their loves and their fears. They
knew what they were leaving behind.
They knew the grave dangers that would
confront them, the very real possibility
that their commitment would cost them
their lives and that they would not return.
They were undeterred and obeyed the
command to fight or tend the wounded,
regardless of personal cost. In a very
real sense they followed the command
of Jesus to lay down their life for their
friends. Now one hundred years later
we honour their memory.
The Master included in this
acknowledgement the non-resident
Wyvern women who had served as
doctors and nurses. Among them was
Dr Mary Clementine de Garis, who lost
her fiancée in the War and was placed in
charge of a hospital on the Balkan front.
Also included were those who had served
in other theatres of war, such as World

Gordon Clunes McKay Mathison
(courtesy of WEHI website)

War II and Vietnam. A veteran from each
of these conflicts attended the service.
A very special moment occurred during
the service when one of the current
students, Will Winter-Cooke, spoke.
His great-grandfather, Captain William
Lempriere Winter-Cooke, was an officer
at Gallipoli. He brought an acorn from a
local Turkish variety of oak tree back to
his property near Hamilton. The tree that
grew from this acorn is still there and
many others have been propagated from
it. Will spoke movingly of what his greatgrandfather’s experience meant for him.
Then a seedling from the original tree was
blessed as part of the service. When large
enough it will be planted in the College
grounds, a reminder of that historic,
blood-soaked day one hundred years ago.
The addresses of the Master and Will
Winter-Cooke will be published in the
College’s academic journal Aedificamus.
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Wyvern of the Year

A Life in Law
2015 Wyvern

of the Year

The Honourable
Marcia Neave AO
Leonda By The Yarra, situated upon the leafy
banks of the river in Hawthorn, hosted the
presentation of the Wyvern of the Year award
at the annual Wyvern Dinner.
The influence this year’s winner has had on
the College’s recent history is comparable with
that great river’s role in supporting our city at
the time Queen’s was first founded.
When Professor Spencer Zifcak (HT 2004)
announced the Hon. Marcia Neave AO as the
recipient of the award, everyone in attendance
rose to give her a rousing standing ovation.
And, as tradition dictates, a ‘spoon bang’
spontaneously erupted.
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Wyvern of the Year

When Prof Zifcak announced the
Wyvern of the Year in veiled terms,
few in the audience could have been
in doubt as to who he was referring to:

Royal Commission into Family Violence.
This role sees her tackling one of the most
confronting, challenging and important
issues present in Australian society.

The 2015 Wyvern of the Year is someone
who will be known to many, if not most
of you here tonight. Indeed, over half
of you lived in residence with her at
some point during your stay.

Marcia started her career as an academic,
with many Wyverns remembering her
as a young lecturer at the University
of Melbourne and as the co-author
of a landmark textbook on property law.
She held chairs in Adelaide, at Monash
and the Australian National University
in Canberra, as well as being a visiting
Professor on three occasions at New
York University’s prestigious Law school.
But even then her focus extended well
beyond the confines of academia.

The 2015 Wyvern of the Year has
demonstrated a remarkable commitment
to Queen’s College and the students
residing there. She was, for many years,
a resident tutor and an integral member
of the Senior Common Room. She
attended academic and cultural events,
presided over dinners and talks, and
most impressively, acted as a mentor to
scores of students, which she still does
informally today.
Her impressive contributions to Queen’s
were recognised early in her ten year
stay, having been made a Fellow of the
College in 2005. We have all benefited
from her intellect and generosity. But let
us look outside of Queen’s. The 2015
Wyvern of the Year has, over the course
of many decades, made significant
impacts on Australian society.
Presented annually to a member of the
Wyvern Society in recognition of their
exceptional and outstanding service to
the community, the award is a chance for
the College community to honour one
of our own who has made outstanding
contributions both to Queen’s and to
society at large. The award could not have
been made to a more deserving person.
It is a public recognition of the superb
commitment that the Hon. Marcia
Neave AO has given the College and
society over many years.
Marcia Neave has built an outstanding and
influential career as a lawyer, academic
and public policy maker. Her professional
résumé is exceptional, having held senior
academic positions at several Australian
and international universities as well as
holding key positions in Victorian and
Australian legal and public life. For nine
years she was a Justice of the Supreme
Court of Victoria, and earlier this year she
was installed as the Chair of the

the Court of Appeal at the Supreme
Court. Her elevation gave rise to
some controversy, rousing the ire of a
conservative media commentator. But
Marcia was undeterred. She took up
the role with her usual energy and it
has enabled her to continue to be at
the forefront of legal decision-making.
In the Queen’s Birthday Honours of
1999, Marcia was made an Officer of
the Order of Australia (AO) for her
services to the law, and in 2001, she was
awarded the Centenary Medal. She is
a Fellow of the Academy of the Social
Sciences in Australia, and a life member
of the Australian Institute of Judicial
Administration, of which she has been
a member for more than 10 years.

Throughout her career Marcia has always
had a passion for the subject of how
the law relates to women and responds
Last year she was heading towards
to their needs. In her own career she
retirement when she received a phone
was a trailblazer, combining her many
call from Premier Daniel Andrews. This
professional responsibilities with the
led to her appointment as chair of the
role of wife and mother of two children.
Royal Commission into Family Violence.
In the early ‘80s she took leave from
It can be seen as the culmination of her
the university and became Research
life-long commitment to the betterment
Director and a part-time
Commissioner at the
“I feel very humbled to have received the award
New South Wales Law
for Wyvern of the Year. I remember my time
Reform Commission.
at Queen’s with great pleasure and I enjoyed
In 1985 Marcia chaired
a board of inquiry
participating in the life of the college. It is a great
into prostitution,
honour to have my work recognised in this way.”
which recommended
legalisation of
prostitution under defined conditions,
of the situation of women in our society.
removal of most sanctions against
The Commission is entrusted with the
prostitutes, and the use of planning
task of investigating the family violence
controls to control the locations of
support system and justice system from
brothels. Most of the recommendations
the ground up, including government
were accepted by the Cain Labor
and non-government organisations,
government, and became law in 1986,
courts, prosecutors, police, corrections
creating significantly safer environments
and child protection. Its findings and
for female sex workers. In 2001 she
recommendations should have lasting
became the Foundation Chair of the
impact across the state.
Victorian Law Reform Commission.
Marcia’s humility and grace in the face
This enabled her to play a key role in
of her unparalleled achievements are
modernising Victorian law, including
an inspiration for all of us. She has
recommending changes that addressed
been and remains an exemplar for our
some of the systemic disadvantages
community. In so resolutely pursuing
faced by women and children within
her goal–justice for all members of
the legal system, in particular victims
society–she truly embodies what it
of domestic abuse and sex offences.
means to be building for eternity.
In 2006 she became the first academic
in Victoria’s history to be appointed to
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Research Focus:

Health Sc ences

Graphene
and dopamine detection
Hualin Zhan
MCR PhD student at the School of Physics
The University of Melbourne

How might our ancient thinkers, such
as Aristotle or Plato, have conceived of
the seeming paradox of the thinnest
material known to humankind,
also being the strongest? Even our
scientists today would wonder the first
elastic, two-dimensional (2D) crystal,
a material that conducts electricity at
the speed of light, transfers heat better
than a diamond and is effectively
transparent.
These are just some of the amazing
properties that attracted MCR resident
Hualin Zhan to investigating graphene
in his PhD research with the School of
Physics at the University of Melbourne.

“Graphene is basically a 2D
version of graphite, it’s only one
atom thick, and is considered
the future material.”

Growing up in the provincial town of
Shangrao in East China, Hualin’s journey
to Queen’s has been a long one. After
receiving his BSc in Physics from China
University of Geosciences in 2006, Hualin
joined the University of Chinese Academy
of Sciences as a MSc student from 2009
to 2012. During that period, he developed
new analytical methods for studying the
electron properties in low temperature
plasma with his works published in Applied
Physics Letters. Hualin’s research then took
him to Montreal, Canada in 2012 with a
McGill-Poly joint research program working
on graphene/plasma-based microwaves.
Building upon his previous research,
Hualin is now investigating the unique
potential of graphene for testing dopamine
levels in the brain. Dopamine, the
neurotransmitter chemical found in the
brain, affects pleasure and plays a major
role in reward-motivated behaviour.
However, direct testing of dopamine

has proved elusive, “it’s currently very
hard to distinguish this dopamine from
ascorbic acid in a simple way,” Hualin
explains. To solve this problem, Hualin
has devised a nanoscale bio-sensor using
graphene to help isolate dopamine levels.
It is hoped that the different interactions
of the molecules with graphene will
allow identification of the two chemicals
when tested in a beaker in the lab. This
is no mean feat. The project involves
a multi-disciplinary approach that
covers condensed matter physics,
nano-electronics, electrochemistry
and neuroscience. The results of this
research are far ranging not only within
biomedicine but also among general
technologies with graphene applications.
And not to rest on his laurels, Hualin
has a side project in helping to develop
the bionic eye through the improvement
of diamond electrodes.

Graphene: the material of the future

The two scientists who isolated graphene in 2004, Andre Geim and
Konstantin Novoselov, each won the Nobel Prize in Physics in 2010.
Graphene is a one atom thick layer of graphite (crystaline carbon), and it is:
• 200 times stronger than steel and stiffer than diamond.
• the thinnest material (~0.345nm thick)
• extremely high in electrical conductivity (one million times more than copper)
• a gapless semi-metal with tunable electronic properties
• flexible and transparent
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Hualin Zhan
PhD student at the School
of Physics, The University of
Melbourne

What got you interested in
science?
I kept asking the question, why? to
everything ever since I could speak.
From why the birds can fly to why do
people write Chinese characters in such
a way. I was curious about everything
I saw, and am not satisfied about
the answers if there’s a slight doubt
in my mind. Science does not only
offer me the answers to the questions
that I’m interested in, but also offers
opportunities to discover knowledge
and hence advances human beings’
understanding of the universe.

Did you have any interesting
mentors early in your career?
Of course. One example is my previous
supervisor at McGill University in
Canada. His deep understanding in
various subjects, unique perspective to
the field and extremely nice personality
always illuminate my way in doing
research. His advice has always been
very useful for not only my career but
also my personal life.

Why did you come to Australia,
Melbourne and Queen’s?
I chose to come to Melbourne because
I was fascinated by the projects that
I’m currently running. Doing applied
research in the field of physics and
biology has always been what I wanted
to do. Physics offers me ‘nearly perfect’
answers to a lot of questions and
biology shows me the way to apply
those answers. To be honest, I didn’t
know too much about Queen’s before
I came. But the ‘hello’ that a random
student said to me when I came to
Queen’s for the interview consolidated
my hope of being a Queener. Queen’s
also offered the chance to apply for a
Science scholarship.

November 2015

19

wyvern profiles

Research Focus:

Health Sc ences

“I always wanted to be a scientist.
I used to love reading about
physicists and astronomers, but I
knew that it was now the golden
age of molecular biology.”

Professor David Vaux
Professor David Vaux resided
at Queen’s for two years, entering
in 1978. He graduated in Medicine
from the University of Melbourne
in 1984, and after spending an
intern year at the Royal Melbourne
Hospital, commenced a PhD at
the Walter and Eliza Hall Institute
of Medical Research. Here, he
investigated the function of the
cancer gene Bcl-2, and showed its
function is to inhibit cell suicide.
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After obtaining his PhD in 1989, Prof. Vaux
took up a post-doctoral fellowship in Irv
Weissman’s lab at Stanford, where he
made transgenic C. elegans worms that
expressed human Bcl-2. He returned to
Australia in 1993, and has mainly focused
on the inhibitor of the apoptosis (IAP)
family of proteins, and their antagonists,
such as Smac/Diablo.
Prof. Vaux is a Fellow of the Australian
Academy of Science, a Fellow of Queen’s,
and currently the Deputy Director of the
Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical
Research. When he is not studying
molecular mechanisms of cell death,
he wastes far too much time on issues
of research integrity.
Why this career?
I always wanted to be a scientist. I used
to love reading about physicists and
astronomers, but I knew that it was now
the golden age of molecular biology.

Best career advice?
Get a vocational qualification as an
insurance policy, and then do what
you enjoy the most. Marry rich!
Your biggest career influence?
Bill Boyle, who taught immunology at
Melbourne Uni, and made a list of labs
to visit in which to do a Bachelor of
Medical Science, so that I ended up
in Gus Nossal’s lab at WEHI in 1981.
Most exciting project?
There is nothing more interesting than
cell death!
A memory of Queen’s?
Walking Bentley Stills V, singing in the
choir with Richard Divall, especially an
Anzac Day concert at the Myer Music
Bowl with Land of Hope and Glory, the
Marseillaise, and the 1812 Overture with
cannons!

wyvern profiles

“You don’t have to be the
smartest person but you
need to pick the right
people to work with and
right projects to work on.”

Research as a postdoctoral scholar in
the Bioinformatics division. She joined
the Murdoch Children’s Research Institute
as Head of Bioinformatics in 2011.

Dr Alicia Oshlack
Dr Alicia Oshlack attended Queen’s
from 1994 to 1995 and is now an
emerging leader in implementing
new bioinformatics methods in the
biomedical context. She is a current
National Health Medical Research
Council Career Development
Fellow with a growing national
and international reputation.
Dr Oshlack’s bioinformatics expertise is
not just in analysis but also in methods
development, which leads to many
independent research projects and
publications. She is best known for her
work on the analysis of RNA sequencing
data but also works in the fields of
epigenetics, clinical genomics and cancer.
She started her research career as an
astrophysicist before moving to the
Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical

Why this career?
I love doing scientific research because
I get to consider unsolved problems in
science. My area involves using new
technologies for breakthroughs in our
understanding of genomics and how
these technologies can be applied to
understand, diagnose and treat disease.
I love working collaboratively with other
smart people and I like being autonomous.
Best career advice?
You don’t have to be the smartest person
but you need to pick the right people to
work with and right projects to work on.
Your biggest career influence?
I’ve been lucky enough to have several
mentors throughout my career. The
most influential is probably my PhD
supervisor, Prof Rachel Webster. She
has been extremely influential not only
in the progress of my own career but
also in the way I lead my own staff and
students. Even though I now work in a
different field, I often ask her for career
advice.

Most exciting project?
I do lots of very technical projects that I
find really exciting but when I’m talking
to people not in my field I usually talk
about the exciting work we are doing
using new genomic technologies to
diagnose diseases in children from the
Royal Children’s Hospital. There are many
different diseases that are caused by
mutations in DNA. Some diseases are
very rare and we don’t know the underlying
genetic cause or some diseases result
from mutations in a large number of
possible genes. I have been working with
a large team of clinicians, councillors,
molecular biologists and bioinformaticians
to diagnose children with these genetic
conditions. We have been figuring out
how to implement these technologies in a
hospital setting. It’s exciting to me that I’ve
been able to use my computational and
mathematic skills to make a direct impact
on the lives of children and their families.
A memory of Queen’s?
The best thing that came out of Queen’s
for me was my lasting friendships with
two friends in particular. Although we
lead quite different lives, and don’t
always see each other that often, I know
they will always be a part of my life.
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Building

hope
in rural
Tanzania

Leaving Queen’s in 2005 Wyvern Lauren George was ready to explore
the world. Africa beckoned and Lauren found herself studying Swahili
in Zanzibar, a small island of the coast of Tanzania. After two months,
and armed with only basic Swahili, Lauren travelled to Bagamoyo,
Tanzania to volunteer for four months at a small, non-profit
organisation, The Baobab Home.
classes in English. By the time most
In 2006, the Baobab Home was just
rural students reach high school
preparing to open its community
they can barely understand basic,
outreach services. Lauren’s arrival was
conversational English, let alone
a much needed welcome, but one that
lessons in maths, science and other
also caused shock for some of the
subjects. It’s no wonder that many
locals. “Passing one house on my walk
students drop out after primary school.
to work I noticed panic and tears from
To help tackle this problem Lauren
the children inside who had obviously
never seen a ‘Mzungu’ [white
person] before. A change
“People just value education so much
of route fixed that,” Lauren
in Tanzania but it is hard to get quality
recounts. However, the shock
English language education, even for
was two-fold as Lauren realised
the disadvantage around her,
those who can afford to pay–and
“It pained me to see kids so
almost impossible for the poor.”
desperate for an education and
not being provided with that
opportunity because they didn’t
started a tutoring service for local high
school girls during her four-month stay.
speak the language.”
Even though English and Swahili are
both official languages of Tanzania
most people living in rural communities
do not speak English. Despite this,
government policy is that public
schools must deliver primary school
classes in Swahili, and high school
Photo above from www.steventitoacademy.org
Photo top courtesy of Lauren George
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Over the next few years the memory
of the children of Bagamoyo remained
with Lauren and in 2009 she decided
to return. “As a native English speaker
and a person who likes the Tanzanian
lifestyle I felt like I could help a lot by
teaching English.”

sugden society and wyvern news

Sugden Society tour of new architecture building
For nine months Lauren taught English
to primary, secondary, and adult learners,
and it was at the end of this stint she
realised how important high quality
teaching was for the community.
Returning to Australia, Lauren gained
a Diploma in Education in 2010 and
began working at a primary school in
Shepparton, Wilmot Road, with many
children from non-English speaking
backgrounds. By 2013, and buoyed by
her practical teaching experience, Lauren
returned to the Baobab Home to help
establish a new primary school, the
Steven Tito Academy.
Over the last two years the school has
grown to seventy students and Lauren
has been involved in all aspects of its
administration. She has assisted with
curriculum design, teaching classes,
teacher recruitment, managing
volunteers, selecting new students and
the building of new facilities. A particular
first challenge was securing funding.
Lauren and the management team
devised a new sponsorship structure in
which each student is paired with a longterm sponsor who funds most of that
student’s education. In the past two years,
and as the profile of the organisation has
grown, this has resulted in sponsorships
growing on par with student numbers,
creating a sustainable funding model.
Another initiative that Lauren has helped
introduce has been a prep year that
allows the youngest students to achieve
fluency in English at an early age, greatly
increasing their likelihood of staying
in school. “These children now have
a greater chance of going on to
complete high school and even
attend university,” Lauren notes.
So what has driven this young Wyvern
to the other side of the world and to
give so much of herself in the process?
“I wanted to, in some small way, improve
the educational experience for some
kids,” Lauren simply responds.
Wyverns who would like to support
Lauren in her work can make a
donation via https://sta-baobabhome.
nationbuilder.com/donate.

In July over twenty enthusiastic members of the Sugden Bequest Society
enjoyed an exclusive tour of the recently built Melbourne School of Design
(MSD) at the University of Melbourne.
The MSD building was designed by John
Wardle Architects in conjunction with
Boston-based architectural practice
NADAAA. It was opened in August 2014
and has subsequently won an array of
awards including an international Green
Good Design Award. The $129 million,
15,700sqm building has also been
awarded a 6 Star Green Star Education
Design rating.
John Wardle is well known at Queen’s
College as architect for the recently
completed Graduate Residents’ Building
and, prior to that, the substantial
modifications to the western end of
Eakins Hall. The tour was conducted by
the project architect, Stephen Georgalas,
who engaged his audience with his
enthusiasm for the project.
After the tour guests enjoyed a delightful
lunch at University House.
The Sugden Society continues to offer
its members exclusive tours and events
in appreciation of their support.
The opportunity exists for all Wyverns and
other Queen’s supporters to remember
the College in their will and in so doing
become members of the Sugden Society.

For further information on how
you could be a benefactor and
help ensure the long term financial
security of the College, contact:
Frank Opray (Wyvern 1965)
Sugden Society Coordinator
phone: 0407 316 865
email: frank@opray.net

Wyvern Week
Jake Workman, Arch Wyvern
The inaugural Wyvern Week professional development program was delivered
at Queen’s in July.
The program comprised five nights of targeted professional development, insight
and tools for students and young Wyverns. It included sessions on workforce and
employment trends, CV and interviewing skills, the art and science of networking,
getting that grad job, and managing your digital identity. There were panels of
professionals providing in-depth discussion on their sectors and experiences,
with the whole week culminating in mock interviews and an opportunity to network
with Wyverns. All-in-all, a huge success.
In 2016 we envisage an even more robust program, possibly even opening it up to other
residential Colleges to really position Queen’s at the fore of employability readiness.
Professional development and connecting Wyverns in the workplace can be a raison
d’être of the Wyvern Society. It was heartening to see that so many in the community
felt the same way, with nearly thirty Wyverns generously donating their time and
expertise to the Wyvern Week program. Add this to the forty or so Wyverns acting
as mentors to Queen’s graduate and third-year students, and we are starting to
generate a formidable professional linkages program at College!
If you would like to get involved in professional mentoring or simply want to register
your interest to contribute to the 2016 professional development program, please
do get in touch: archwyvern@queens.unimelb.edu.au
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Wyverns at large

Wyverns at large 2015
YEAR OF 1959

D’Arcy Wood (Arts/Theology)
In a formal ceremony in Saione
Centenary Church, King Tupou VI of
Tonga was officially crowned by an
Australian Methodist Minister, Reverend
D’Arcy Wood from the Uniting Church
of Australia. Since touching the King’s
head is a taboo for Tongans, people
with Tongan connection but no Tongan
blood are asked to do the honours of
crowning the monarch.
In an interview in Pacific Beat, Reverend
Wood said the Tongan coronation was
modelled after the British ceremony.
He was to crown the King first, then the
Queen. Prayers are offered afterwards.
When asked why he was chosen for the
rites, the pastor speculated it might be
because of his close association with the
Tongans for the past few years. His third
sister, deceased, also happened to be a
close friend of the current queen, Queen
Nanasipau’u, and a biographer of the
late Queen Sālote.
The coronation was witnessed and
attended by various royalties around the
world, including Crown Prince Naruhito
and Crown Princess Masako of Japan,
Sir Anthony Bailey and her Serene
highness Princess Marie von Hohenberg,
Lord Glen Arthur of the United Kingdom,
and dignitaries and heads of states of
Samoa and the Republic of Fiji, among
others.

David Lawrence with the staff at Warrnambool Books

YEAR OF 1982

David Lawrence (Commerce)
Children’s book author and TV comedy
writer David Lawrence visited students
at St Joseph’s Primary School in
Warrnambool with his Fox Swift book
series. Lawrence said most of the
children were familiar with his Fox Swift
books, written with help from Hawthorn’s
Cyril Rioli and illustrated by Business
Partner and Wyvern Jo Gill (1985). The
students learnt to kick story-writing
goals as David took pupils through
the structure of building a story plot,
including some of his own handy tips
and tricks. David said the students were
really interested and engaged and came
up with some great ideas while they
worked through the process of writing
a story.

YEAR OF 1996

Reverend D’Arcy Wood
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Andrew has held many positions at
Crisis Action, including New York
Director and Deputy Executive Director.
He provided world-class leadership to
a global team and has spearheaded
some of the organisation’s signature
advocacy successes, as well as leading
critical aspects of the internationalisation
of Crisis Action.
He has 20 years of human rights
advocacy experience in the NGO,
government, corporate and UN sectors,
including at Human Rights First,
International Center for Transitional
Justice, UN Refugee Agency in Ecuador
and the UN Regional Commission in
Thailand. Previously, Andrew was a lawyer
in Australia representing indigent clients
and refugees. He holds honors degrees
in politics and law from the University of
Melbourne and a Master in Laws from
New York University School of Law.

Andrew Hudson (Arts/Law)

YEAR OF 1999

Andrew has been appointed as
Crisis Action’s next Executive Director.
Andrew impressed the Board with his
vision for Crisis Action’s future, which
included a specific focus on working
more effectively with different centres
of power around the world.

Skye Fruean (Vet/Science)
Skye moved to Cairns in 2014 to take
up a new position with the Australian
Department of Agriculture and Water.
In April 2015 Skye and her partner Leon
welcomed Henry, a little brother for
their daughter, Penina.

Wyverns at large

YEAR OF 2006
YEAR OF 2003

Melissa Walker (Commerce)

Ellen Sandell (Arts/Science)

While lecturing in South Africa the
Master, Professor David Runia, met up
with Melissa Walker. Mel is working as
a Manager at Partners in Performance
introducing business improvement
practices at a manganese mine in the
Northern Cape. They had a delicious
lunch together at one of the famed
wineries near Stellenbosch. The Melissa
Walker Award for organising the annual
College Ball was awarded this year
to current resident Zelda Chambers,
daughter of John Chambers (1982 Sci).

Ellen Sandell is the first Greens MP elected to
the lower house of Victorian Parliament as State
Member for Melbourne. She lives in Kensington
and holds a dual Bachelors of Arts/Science
degree from the University of Melbourne,
majoring in genetics, linguistics and Spanish.
Ellen began her career as a researcher
with the CSIRO. She then worked on
climate change policy for former Labor
Premier John Brumby’s Department of
Premier and Cabinet, and later became
the chief executive of a national climate
change non-profit organisation, the
Australian Youth Climate Coalition.
As a parliamentarian, Ellen’s
priorities have been to continue
to push for action on climate
change, better public transport,
a caring society and a liveable
Melbourne.

Photo courtesy of Ellen Sandell

Melissa Walker with Professor David Runia

YEAR OF 2008

Katherine Paterson (Arts/
Psychology/Political Science)

YEAR OF 2004

Edward Smelt (Engineering)
Edward Smelt (2004) married Susannah Ritchie in Queenscliff on February 21st 2015.
Theirs is an inter-collegiate love story as Susannah attended Ormond College (20032004). The groomsmen were an all-Wyvern affair with Sam Leslie (2004), Guy Wilkinson
(2004), Scott Elliott (2004) and Lindsay Smelt (2007) supporting Ed on the day. Ed’s
sister Fiona Heathcote (2011) was a bridesmaid for Susannah. In true Queen’s style,
the newlywed couple were welcomed to the reception at the Vue Grand Hotel with a
traditional ‘spoon-bang’. They celebrated a wonderful day with their family and friends.

Katherine is currently living in Yuelamu,
an Aboriginal community in the NT. She
is in her final year of her Juris Doctor at
the University of Sydney. Katherine is
interested in Criminal Law and is a current
legal researcher for barrister Sophia
Beckett, and is a volunteer intern at
Redfern Aboriginal Legal Service.

YEAR OF 2009

Elisha Teo (Science)
After leaving Melbourne in December
2013, Elisha spent five months in India
as a visiting scientist at the Indian Space
Research Organisation. During that time,
she was offered a fellowship to pursue
a PhD (Geography) at the National
University of Singapore. With NUS,
she is researching floods and related
disasters in Thailand.

David Thomas (Science)

Edward Smelt (2004) married Susannah Ritchie. Photo courtesy of Edward Smelt.

Post-Queen’s, David has completed a
Master of International Relations at the
University of Melbourne. During this
time he was lucky enough to undertake
voluntary work in Uganda and China,
exchange studies in France and Indonesia
and internships in India and Kenya. He is
currently interning at the UN Headquarters
in New York, but will be returning home in
February to work for the Department of
Education in Canberra.
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collegians’ dinner

Elle Richards, Jessica Bonadidio, Sophie Lawes and Jake Jun

collegians’ dinner
The Collegians’ Dinner was held in
Eakins Hall in early October. Our
esteemed guest of honour was Wyvern
(1948) Professor Geoffrey Blainey,
Australia’s foremost living historian.

Kate O’Shannessy , Tarun Campion, Indie Williams

Rodney Brown and
Nick Felstead

The annual awards night celebrates those
who have best demonstrated the values of
the College throughout the year, in addition
to those who have excelled in academia,
the arts and student representation.
We congratulate Andrew McDougall
(JCR), Hannah Drew (JCR) and Alex
Guerin (MCR) for being named
Collegians of the Year.
We also congratulate Zelda Chambers
for being presented with the Melissa
Walker Award for her management of
the Queen’s Ball, congratulate those who
were awarded William Quick Club Awards
for their contribution to the arts, and the
members of the outgoing and incoming
student representative clubs.

Professor Geoffrey Blainey (1948)

Bella Wiemers and Brian Howe

Last but not least, we also congratulate
the 62 students who were awarded
Wyvern Medals for achieving an average,
across all subjects, of 80 or above. This
is a fantastic achievement. In fact,
the average for all of our University of
Melbourne students last semester was
73.75, which shows the very high calibre
of our current residents. Well done to
all for last semester’s results!

Harriet McKindlay and
Will Winter-Cooke

The occasion also included the unveiling
of the portrait of Queen Victoria by
renowned Australian artist Evert Ploeg
(see article on page 9). The College
was privileged to hear Professor Blainey
sketch a narrative of Queen Victoria’s life.

Professor Geoffrey Blainey (1948) unveils the QV portrait
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Emily Wilson
and Arch Wyvern,
Jake Workman

fellows’ dinner

2015

fellows’ dinner
A highlight of the year for the residents of the College is
the Annual Fellows’ dinner, held this year on 20 May. It is
a black-tie dinner with a difference. There is no high table.
At each of the tables in the dining hall a Fellow of the
College is seated, surrounded by a mix of MCR and JCR.
Where possible residents were seated with Fellows who have
made their mark in the field that they are studying. Residents
studying psychology were able to sit with David Copolov,
Professor of Psychiatry, and residents studying medicine or
biomedicine had a conversation with leading orthopaedic
surgeon, Mr John Harris.
In total 15 Fellows and two academic associates were present.
Principal Fellow the Hon. David Habersberger awarded 44
Wyvern medals on the night to students who had attained
a first-class average in the previous semester.

Rebecca Stirk receives her award

Hannah Drew and Principal Fellow
the Hon. David Habersberger

Eleanor Norman and Erin Nicholson
The Master, Prof. David Runia,
Mr John Castles (1966)and
Mr John Harris (1964)

Jeff Manangquil,
Council President,
Mr Ross Williams,
Katina Liu and
Lykke DeVries
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Alumni events

Alumni and Friends Events

Chinni Vidyasagar (2011) and Elisha Teo
(2009)

Justin Eve (1991) and Tim Maclean
(current parent)

Emily Hamilton (1996), Sally Carroll (1995),
Sally Popplestone (1995)

Betty Matthews and Rev Alan Matthews (1944)

Nelson Chan (Past Resident Tutor) and
Dean of Studies, Dr Brenda Holt

Dayle Kenny (1969), Nadine Murray, Mark Jones (1969),
Libby Fitzpatrick and Jim Debenham (1978)

sydney

Perth

Singapore

Wyverns and friends reunions and events have been held this year in Australia and internationally including Melbourne,
Sydney, Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, London and Perth. We were thrilled to reconnect with Wyverns from these regions.

Peter Watts (1969),
John Whitehead (1964)

Maddie Wagg (2010), Tim Ryan (2010), Harrison Callahan
(2012), Tim Crow (2011), Angus Blair (2006)

London

Timon Ibrahim (2014), Claire Jennings ( 2012)
and Lizzie Castles (2010)

kuala lumpur

Jan Arriens (1961), partner of Ciaran, Ciaran O’Callaghan (2010)
and Prof. David Runia

Jarrod Sudholz (2001), James Plunkett (2000), Alexia Higgs (2001), David George
(2002), Prof. David Runia, Anne Dowsley (2001), Nicola Sutton (2003),
Lachlan Hay (2003) and Tamzin Byrne (2003)

Alia Tun Ismail (2012), Zailah Ismail, Wildan Mustafa, Cashreyn Azlan and
Kar-Yee Ong (University of Melbourne)

Nicole Crook (Director of Development), Dato’ Sri Mustapa Mohamed (1969),
The Master, Prof. David Runia, Datin Sri Khamarzan Ahmed Meah,
Dr Angela Macdonald (Deputy High Commissioner to Malaysia), Prof. Dato,
Dr. Khalid Yusoff, Tawfik Ismail and Ms Gloria Goh
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alumni events

Queen’s Inn

Queen’s hosts a variety of different events each year engaging our community. 2015’s calendar has been full of
wonderful events including academic dinners, city breakfasts, concerts and gatherings with parents and students.

Ella Price (centre) (2009) and her
Year 12 Roxburgh College students

Guests enjoy the evening,
including Hugh de Kretser and
Andrew Robertson (2010)

Courtney Ford (2004)

Charlie Marchant, Ham Laosethakul, Alexandra Kinross, Will Keenan,
Nick Baker and Oliver Pether

parents
Parents photography: Isabella Farrell-Hallegraeff

Guest speaker
Hugh de Kretser

Seraphim Trio

Carlita Bloecker (2011)

Joanna and Martin Baker with Prof. Tim Corney
Emma Gates, Annie Moller
and Emma Vollert

Golf

Prof. David Runia with David and Liz Sheen

Jacqueline Brotchie and Peter Brotchie

Xavier Hatch, Stu
McKnight, Tom
Brennan and
Pete Aitken

Georgie MacRae (2009)
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wyvern ball

Wyvern
Ball
This year’s Wyvern Ball was a spectacular success
with 350 beaming Wyverns gathering at Leonda
in Hawthorn for a fun-filled evening.
The immaculately dressed guests were greeted by a
(strictly Wyvern) string trio, and later in the evening were
entertained by the wonderful jazz stylings of Maddie Otto
(2012). Other highlights included the enormously popular
announcement of Wyvern of the Year, Marcia Neave, a
packed dance floor, and an amazing after party
at WahWah Lounge in the city.
Reunion groups from 1985 and 2005 were given their
own special VIP rooms at Leonda during the pre-dinner
drinks. These rooms were filled with memorabilia
including photos, Wyvern Magazines and old Ball
posters that brought a tear to a few eyes.
A huge thank you to the Wyvern Society Ball Committee
who put so much of their time and effort into creating
such a memorable night. A photo gallery of the night can
be viewed on the Wyvern Society’s Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/QCWyvernSociety
The Master, Prof. David Runia, The
Hon. Marcia Neave; Prof. Spencer
Zifcak, Arch Wyvern, Jake Workman

Photography: Ben Fon
Fiona Lowe (nee MacKenzie) (1986)
David Hallam (1986) and Fiona Mead
(nee McCallum) (1986)

1985 Year Group Reunion
Andrew White, Karen Gribble,
Jenny Hoy, Nathan Cameron, Kath
Cameron, Ron Smith and Brett Klau
Pam Habersberger, The Hon. David
Habersberger (1965), Andrew
Walpole (1974), Marie Walpole
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Rebecca Wilkinson, Tim Anderson (1988),
David Hallam (1986) and
Dean van Gerrevink (1987)

wyvern ball

James Campbell (1984)
and Jenny Hoy (1985)

L–R standing: Greg Weickhardt (2000),
Jessica Hambridge (2002), Fiona Mack (2004),
Stephanie Mack (2002), Belinda Hutchinson
(nee Birrell) (2002), Tom Hutchinson (2000),
Alex Webster (2000), Nicole Webster (2002)
and Dan Ziffer (1996). Seated:
Andy Weickhardt (1996).
2005 Year Group Reunion

Matthew Hicks (1981), Martin Kudnig (1982), Scott Russell (1981),
David Lawrence (1982), Andrew Stephens (1982) and Andrea Griffiths (1984)

Seated: Gina Tritt Buntine (1986), Jenny Eisner (nee Packer) (1986), Fiona Lowe (nee
MacKenzie) (1986), Nicole Swift (1984), Daniel Christie (1985), Jacinta Fish (1986) and
Cath Donges (nee Munro) (1988). Standing at rear: Craig Ferguson (1988), Dean van
Gerrivink (1987), David Hallam (1986) and Fiona Mead (nee McCallum) (1986).

Wyverns from the Geelong College
enjoying the night
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75 years of Malaysia and Queen’s

A Diamond Anniversary
Prof. David Runia, Master

It is seventy-five years ago this year that the first contacts were built up between the country
that is now called Malaysia and Queen’s. In those years the contacts have steadily continued.
It is no exaggeration to say that they have developed into a very special relationship.
This relationship began in 1940. The
Second World War had begun and
students who normally went to the United
Kingdom to study could no longer do so
and so went to Australia instead. A young
Malay named Ismail Ben Abdul Rahman
arrived in Melbourne to study medicine
at the University and took up residence
at Queen’s. He became the first Malay to
graduate in Medicine at the University of
Melbourne. On returning home he entered
politics and became the first Deputy
Prime Minister of the new nation. The
connection with Queen’s continued. Four
of his grandchildren have been residents
in recent years, with Sulayman winning
the Collegian of the year award in 2014.
The next phase of the relationship
occurred when the Australian government
initiated the Colombo plan. It brought
many Asian students from various
backgrounds to Melbourne. Among them
was Mustapa Mohamed, who arrived at
Queen’s in 1970. At first he could not get
used to the boisterous Australian culture
and left after a term. But fortunately he
changed his mind and stayed another

A group of Malaysian students in 2005.

three years, making many lifelong friends.
He too went into politics and has been a
cabinet minister for nearly two decades. At
present he is the Minister for International
trade and regularly visits Australia in
that capacity. Last year he organised a
breakfast, to which a number of Wyverns
and also current students were invited.
Another Wyvern who entered politics is
Phock Tan (1947), who in the ‘60s held
the seat of Penang for the Labor party.
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Hall. Originally from Sabah, her journey
Over the years there have been many
illustrates the fact that not all students
other Malaysian students at Queen’s who
who come from Malaysia return home.
gained their degrees and entered business
or the professions in their native country.
Without doubt their experience at
Among the many names I mention
Queen’s will have influenced their
Dr David Chan (medical specialist),
decision to stay in Australia.
David Teh (architect) and Tang Ling
Queen’s is very proud of this special
(businessman) who died tragically with
relationship: it has been celebrated and
his wife in a car accident last year. And we
cultivated in a large number of dinners
certainly must not overlook Bert Tan who
and other events. The most recent was in
arrived at Queen’s in 1991. Bert took to
May held at the official residence of Dato
College life like a duck to water, or perhaps
Mustapa attended by about forty guests,
I should say like a rower, since he rowed
for Queen’s and was Captain
“Queen’s is very proud of the special
of Boats in 1992. Ever since
his return to Malaysia Bert has
relationship that it has so long had
been ‘our man in Kuala Lumpur’,
with Malaysia. It has been celebrated
helping to organise events and
and cultivated in a large number of
never failing to encourage
young Malaysians to follow his
dinners and other events.”
example and go to Queen’s.
In the time that I have been Master the
special relationship with Malaysia has
blossomed and there have been between
four and ten residents from Malaysia at
any given time. The majority have been
from a Chinese background, but there
have also been Malay students with an
Islamic affiliation as well as a handful of
residents from the Indian community. In
preparation for one of Dato Mustapa’s
visits I gathered together a group of eight
students from Malaysia and photographed
them at the entrance to East Wing
(pictured right). The young woman on the
right is Judy Tan, who won a scholarship
to live at Queen’s in 2005 and stayed for
five years, joining the Senior Common
Room in her final two years. She is now
a practising architect with Bates Smart,
the same firm that designed Eakins

including a number of Wyverns. Both
Dato Mustapa and I expressed the wish
that this relationship be celebrated in
a more concrete way with a dedicated
scholarship for a Malaysian student,
perhaps at the graduate level, to come
and live at Queen’s while studying at
the University of Melbourne. This vision
is shared by the Development Team
and we will work to make it a reality.
The scholarship will showcase that the
most important aspect of the special
relationship between Queen’s and
Malaysia is that it has made it possible
for students to come here and enjoy the
benefits of College life. By developing
their talents, they have been able to
make splendid contributions to society,
whether that be back in their home
country Malaysia or here in Australia.

Malaysian students with Dato’ Sri Mustapa Mohamed (1969) and Datin Sri Khamarzan Ahmed Meah in 2009

scholarships

Scholarships: changing lives

I consider myself incredibly
fortunate to have received the
Una Porter Entrance Scholarship.
Without scholarship assistance,
attending Queen’s was simply
out of my financial reach.
Scholarship assistance has opened
up a world of opportunities that
I would not have had access to
otherwise. Queen’s College is
an incredibly vibrant, exciting
and engaging place to live.
The rich diversity of
backgrounds and
interests make the
college community
truly unique.

Most scholarships at Queen’s are funded through our annual
giving program. Never before in our history have we needed
more resources for scholarships, as the cost of living in
Melbourne is at an all-time high. Without building a much
larger scholarship endowment in our immediate future, we
limit the futures of extraordinary students who do not have
the financial resources to attend College.
More than 90 scholarships and bursaries are awarded each
year based on financial need and academic excellence,
including Entrance Scholarships, Continuation Scholarships,
Special Scholarships and Graduate Scholarships. These
scholarships enable students from a wide variety of backgrounds
and with a broad range of interests to join the College, adding
intellectual and cultural strength to the community.
By offering merit scholarships and need-based financial
assistance, we can attract the best students and ensure
diversity and opportunity. We want to pave the way for talented
students from a range of financial backgrounds to find their
place at Queen’s.

Samuel Sautelle
(1st year Arts),
Una Porter Entrance
Scholarship

As our student population has increased, so too has the demand
for exceptional scholarship support to ensure that today’s
students have the resources to thrive, while new endowments
will ensure a sustainable base for future generations.

Your place in history–name a chair in Eakins
Facilities play a key role in our delivery of a world-class
living and learning experience. Gifts to this fund enable new
student study or communal spaces, refurbishment of current
facilities including the Eakins heritage dining chairs and
maintenance of our magnificent heritage architecture.
Those who make a gift of $1,500 or more to the Student
Facilities Fund have the opportunity to name one of the
heritage dining hall chairs in Eakins.

giving form
Title:		

Given name:

Surname:

If your organisation has a Matched Giving Program
your donation to Queen’s could be matched.
Please let us know if you are eligible.

I/we wish to make the following contribution:
Entry year/course (if applicable):
Address:

$5000

$3000

$1500

$1000

$500

$300

$250

$100

Other:
City:

As a single donation

State:			Postcode:

A regular donation paid every month/quarter/year
for a period of 5 years/3 years

Email:

Until further notice and commencing in
(month/year)

Telephone:

A gift via cheque–enclosed, payable to
Queen’s College Trust Corporation

All gifts over $2 are tax deductible.
Gifts to Queen’s College via the University of Melbourne USA Foundation can
be claimed as a tax deduction by US taxpayers–see online for information.

A gift via the website:
www.queens.unimelb.edu.au/supporting/donate/

November 2015 33

vale

Dr Samuel Pisar AO

VALE

(18 March 1929–27 July 2015)
Dr Pisar was resident in Queen’s while studying for his
law degree in 1953 and was elected an honorary Fellow
in 2011. It is doubtful whether any Wyvern has had a more
remarkable and illustrious career. As was stated in the
notice that the College placed in The Age: “His life was
an inspiration. It spanned the depths and heights of
what human beings are capable of.”

The College has been
saddened to receive
news of the passing of
a number of Wyverns.
Mr Jake A Allen
Arts/Commerce (1990)

Born in Poland in a Jewish family, he experienced the
murder of his parents and sister in Auschwitz but survived
the ordeal. Two uncles brought him to Australia, “the place
that civilized me,” he would later say. Within a few years
Photo from the University of Melbourne
he was studying law and became a protégé of the Dean,
Sir Zelman Cowan. Pisar then went to Harvard and was a
young member of the Kennedy administration. His legal career blossomed and he became a
distinguished international lawyer. One of his roles was General Counsel of the IOC, and the
Sydney Olympics brought him back to Australia. But he is best known for his moving account
of his life and his aspirations for humanity in the best-selling book Of Blood and Hope.

Rev Alan W Collins
Theology (1951)
Mr Jonathan Crowden
Science (2012)
Mrs Phyllis M Eddy
(nee Staurenghi)
Commerce (1941)
Mr James Russell Hancock
Science (1937)

In his later years he also wrote the lyrics for the “Kaddish” symphony of Leonard Bernstein,
in which he himself would participate (the word means ”prayers for the dead”). It was his
great wish to perform the work in Australia and also visit the College again, but it was not to be.
Queen’s can be truly proud that it had such an inspirational figure as a resident. Our sincere
condolences have been conveyed to his widow Mrs Judith Pisar and his children.

Dr John Lane
Medicine (1946)
Dr Colin D Macrae
Engineering (1967)
Mr Roderick D McKindlay
Science (1953)

Jonathan Crowden

Group Captain Dr James
M Morrison
Medicine (1946)

(7 January 1994–16 September 2015)
The College was deeply shocked when word came through
that the young man who had been tragically killed by a
lightning strike while visiting the Grand Canyon in the
United States was young Wyvern Jonathan Crowden
(Sci 2012). A highly emotional memorial gathering was
held in Ballarat two weeks later attended by many young
Wyverns, current students and members of staff. We extend
our profoundest condolences to Jonathan’s parents and
family, and also to his partner Caroline Fieldus (Sci 2012).

Dr Sam Pisar AO
Law (1953)
Rev William Maxwell (Max) Spry
Theology (1954)
Dr Cedric S Vear
Medicine (1943)
Photo courtesy of the Crowden family

A gift via Direct Debit:
Bank: NAB BSB: 083 004 Account Number: 811951280
(Reference/Description: Surname, Fund (Giving area: )
Visa

Mastercard

Amex

Master’s Discretion (to enable the Master to
apply resources to the areas of most urgent
needs)
Deans’ Discretion

Cardholder’s name:

Scholarships and Bursaries

Card number:
Expiry Date:

Please direct my gift to the following:

/

Signature:
*Donations of $1000 or more to any fund gives you membership to the Master’s Circle
for a 12-month period
**Donations of $1500 or more to the Student Facilities fund entitles a named chair
plaque and will help with the cost of renovating the chairs and tables in Eakins

Indigenous Education (to create opportunities
for Indigenous students to reside at Queen’s
whilst studying at the University of Melbourne)
Sugden Heritage
Featonby Library
The College Chapel and College Choir

I am interested in making a bequest to Queen’s College in my will.

The Music Program

Please send me further information/I have made arrangements to include
the College in my will.

Student Facilities**

Please tick if you do not want your name to be published as a donor.
www.queens.unimelb.edu.au/supporting/donate/
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Art and Archives

Other:

2015 donors

Thank you to our 2015 donors
Queen’s College acknowledges with gratitude the following individuals, charitable trusts and foundations for their generous
support towards Scholarships; the Featonby Library; the Sugden Collection Heritage Fund; the College Chapel Fund; the Deans’
Discretionary Fund; the Music Fund; the Master’s Discretionary Fund; the Indigenous Scholarships and Student Facilities.

David Agg
Bruce Allen
Peter Andriske
Jan Arriens
Maureen Ashcroft
Kevin Azo
Joe Badr
David Bakewell
Christopher Bantick
(Wordlines P/L)
William Barnard
Frank Barnes
David Beswick
Geoffrey & Betty
Betts
Michael Betts
Trevor Bird
Geoffrey Blainey AC
Peter Boag
Leslie Bolitho AM
John Bonwick
Alan Boxer, Estate of
Warwick Bray
John Brennan
Peter Brereton
Ian Breward
Callum Burns
Frank Burns
Russell Byard
Robert Cameron
Elizabeth Carr
Ken Carroll
Arthur & Kym
Cassidy
Len Champness
Takahiro Chikashima
Andrew Christie
Mary Churchward
Hawton Clarnette
Michael & Margaret
Coates
Don Cochrane
Jim Colville AM
Deborah Connell
David Copolov OAM
Max Corden AC
Andrew Cronyn
Nicole Crook
Andrea Crouch
Philip Crutchfield SC
John Dawes

Michael Dean
Dean Dell’oro
Bill Denholm AM
Clinton Dines
Terry Dohnt
Roger Douglas
Denis Dowty
Ruth Drake
Graeme Duke
Len Dyall
Ben & Fiona Dyer
Ken Eckersall
Ken Ehrenberg
Michael Elligate
Hans Envall
Equity Trustees
Limited
Max Ervin
Barry Fagg
Valerie Falconer
Norm Fary
Peter Faul
Wayne Fitzherbert
Benny Foo OAM
Rob Francis
John Frazer
Fred J Cato
Charitable Fund
James Garde
Jimmy Ghaswala
Don Glasson
David & Charlene
Golding
Julian Gooi
Kerrie Graham
Bob Gray
Stewart & Del Gray
Philip Grey
Robert Gribben
Geoffrey Grinton
David Habersberger
Peter Habersberger
AM RFD
Beth Haigh
Bill Hamilton
Scott Hargreaves
Graeme Harris
Gavin Harrison
John Harrison
Leslie Harrison
George Hastings

Geoffrey Heard
John Henley
Scott Herne &
Kay Ehrenberg
John Hicks
Peter Hoadley
Brenda Holt
Glen & Brenda
Hornsby
Suzanne Howarth
Brian Howe AO &
Renate Howe AM
Richard & Jill Hudson
Katie Hudson
Roly Hunt
Tom and Belinda
Hutchinson
Ken Inglis AO
Gerald Irvine
Joe Isaac AO
Brian James
Leigh & Andrea
Jasper
Rebecca Johanson
David Johnson
Deb Johnson
Peter Johnson
Muriel JohnstoneNeed
Chris Jones
Trevor Jones
Louise Joy
Anantham
Kasinather
Geoff Keegan
& Helen Frania
Stephen Kidd
Morrie Kiefel
Ben Killerby
Norah Killip OAM
& John Killip
Michael Kirk OAM
Arthur Knee
Robert Krones
Paul Lau
Don Lawson
Christopher Leach
Anthony Lee
Eunice Leong
Keith Lethlean
Richard & Elizabeth
Lightfoot

Don Linforth
Peter & Michelle
Little
Katrina Liu
John Loveridge
Christopher Lusink
Roger MacCallum
Ian Manning
Neil Mathison
Betty Matthews
Derek McDougall
Malcolm & Ilonka
McInnes
Lawrence McIntosh
John McLean
Malcolm McLennan
Lee-Wuen Meakin
Susan Melbourne
Richard Morrow
Steve Morton
Keith Mountain
James Munro
David Munro RFD
Katherine Murray
Cedric Naylor
Max Neagle
Marcia Neave AO
Os Nelson
Mark Nelson
Bob Newman OAM
Jonathan Ng
Bill Norton
James Nott
Vas Novelli
Tony Oakley
Christopher Olsen
Philip O’Malley
Frank Opray
Raymond Outhred
Margaret Peel
David Penington AC
Richard Pestell
Bill & Pauline Pick
Sam Pisar AO (Dec.)
Alexander Poore
Lady Potter AC
Wilf Prest
Edna Primoratz
Cameron Profitt
Peter Prouse
John Prowse

Bill Pryor AO
Ian & Eleanor
Pugsley
QCS&SC
Emma Reed
Jane Richards
Jim Richardson
Anne Rickards
Edward Roberts
Malcolm & Sherri
Robertson
Megan Robertson
Janet Robinson
Mimi Roennfeldt
Rotary Club of
Melbourne
Annette Rowe
David & Gonni Runia
Allen Russell
Paul Ryan & Allison
Bruce
M’Lis Scott
Ann Scudamore
Glenn Sedgwick
Majid & Diana Shaik
ShareGift Australia
Rod Sims
Loane Skene
Peter Skillington
Edward Smelt
Kate Smith
Noel Smith
Os Smyth
Lynette Squires
State Trustees
Limited
Kathryn Steel
Peter & Rhonda
Steele
Ian Still
Neil Strathmore
Trevor Street
Mitchell Su
Ron Sunderland
Arthur & Winsome
Sunderland
Roderick Sutton
Peter Swain OAM
RFD
Carol Sykes
Judy Taylor

Matthew Taylor
Ronald Taylor
Betty Terrell
The Hassett Group
The Trust Company
Ray Thomas
Daniel Thornbury
John Tinney
Craig Tonkes
Merv Trease
David Tredinnick
Alex Tyrrell
University of
Melbourne USA
Foundation
Dr C. S. Vear, Estate of
Tony Vigano AM
Anne Wallace
Andrew Walpole
Garry Warne AM
& Elaine Warne
George Warne
Debra Watson
Brian Watts
Alex Webster
Ian Webster AO
Andrew Weickhardt
Philip Weickhardt
Sarah Whinney
Alison Whish
Bob White
Ion Whykes OAM
Paul Wiegard
Julie Wilkinson
Ross Williams AM
& Lynne Williams
David Williamson
George Willox
Su-Ming & Lily Wong
Boris Wood
D’Arcy Wood
John Wood
John Woodhouse
Lady Wright
Jacqueline Young
Bing Zhang
Dan Ziffer
14 Donors have
requested
anonymity
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