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Master’s Christmas Letter 2006
Dear friends of Queen’s College
The year has come full circle again and it is time to write
to you my fifth Christmas letter. Gonni and I extend to
all Wyverns and other members of the wider Queen’s
College community our warmest greetings and hope that
you are able to look back on a rich and fulfilling year, just
as we are able to do. The year has brought with it a rich
supply of blessings, but there have also been moments
of sadness. In late August a very dear friend with whom I
had worked together in my research for more than twentyfive years suddenly collapsed and died within the hour.
Then in mid-October, while on the Sugden fellow picnic
with the SCR, I heard the news that my father had passed
away at the age of 80. The news was not unexpected. He
had been getting weaker for quite some time and I had
resigned myself to the fact that I was not going to see him
again. I secured a place on a plane to Amsterdam within
24 hours, and so was able to attend the funeral service
and give support to my mother and siblings. There was
plenty of time for reflection during the long journey. It is
very sad having to say goodbye, but there was also much
to be thankful for. My father had had a good and fulfilled
life, he had not suffered greatly, and he was now where he
wanted to be, taken up to be with his Lord. It is at times
like this that you come to realize fully the harshness of
separation and distance. But at the same time you also
experience the support that a community around you can
give. I was truly touched by the numerous expressions of
sympathy from students, staff and friends.

Looking back and forward
This fifth year marks the final year of my first term as
Master. At the Council meeting of last Friday I offered a
brief retrospective, looking back at what has been achieved
in the past years and looking forward to the challenges
that lie ahead. One of the points that I made was that,
when I look back, I can see that I had to get used to the
students under my charge. This was perhaps the result
of differences between Australian young people and the
students I had taught in Europe. But over the period of
five years I have really come to appreciate the talented
students that we are able to attract to Queen’s. It is a
privilege to work with them and to offer them guidance
as they settle into university life and start to find their feet
in the wider world. I am very pleased that Council has
offered me a second term of five years and look forward
to taking on the challenges that these coming years will
undoubtedly bring.

The year that has been
We are now in the last two weeks of the academic year.
Most College events are behind us, so it is an excellent
time to look back at the year that has just been. There is
no doubt in my mind that it has been a very good year
indeed. From the outset club president Courtney Ford and
her team of student leaders created a positive atmosphere.
They had a big job ahead of them, because the intake
of first years was larger than usual and there were less
seniors to carry out all the various tasks. Working well with
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staff and tutors, they were able to create that supportive
environment which our College prides itself on. I will
miss the weekly sessions with Courtney and her ‘righthand man’, Vice-President James Gardner. As usual the
programme was very full, with dinners, competitions,
soirees, sporting fixtures, turns and talks jostling with
each other to gain the students’ attention. I do wonder
sometimes when they find the time to do their studies.
But it seems that time management is not the least of
the strengths of the ‘generation Y’ that populates our
College. It is amazing what they can juggle, including work
commitments, both within and outside the College. The
academic results for first semester were excellent (once
again a failure rate of only about 2% for all subjects). We all
hope that the results for the second semester will be just
as good.

Thinking of others
Left: The Master with Christa Kernick from the UK. Christa is
the grand-niece of former Master Reverend F W Kernick.
Above: Staff members Christine Spong, Karen Kelly and
Alison Cowan enjoying Melbourne Cup Day at Queen’s.
Below: Members of the GC at breakfast with the Master’s
wife, Gonni. From left to right: Paul Golden, Guy Wilkinson,
Courtney Ford, Ed Smelt, Gonni Runia, Sally Harris, Kate
Jennings, James Gardner, Harry Mohan and Sam Leslie.

I would also like to mention that outstanding contribution
that the Social Work and the Environment committees
have made this year. Many of our students are conscious
of the fact that others do not have the advantages that they
have, and that the world we live in is a precarious place.
The Social Work committee, under the leadership of Alexa
Gower, focused on fund-raising, and has raised nearly
$3000 for breast and prostate cancer research and for
World Vision in conjunction with the 40-hour famine. The
Environment committee, headed by Megan Bainbridge,
investigated the possibility of separating and recycling
organic waste, and with that knowledge persuaded the
Catering department to take on a pilot project. It also did a
deal with the Finance department to share the proceeds
of an energy drive, a classic win-win situation in which the
biggest winner of all was the environment.

A number of standouts
In a year with so much action it is not easy pick out the
highlights, but at least two events stand out. I doubt
whether the rowing crews of Queen’s ever performed
as strongly at the annual Regatta on the Yarra as they did
this year. They won eight of their ten races, resulting in
two wins for the men’s crews and finals places for the
women. The last time that the Queen’s first VIII won
the Mervyn Bourne Higgins trophy for three years in a
row was in 1921–1923, more than eighty years ago. I
can hardly believe they will do it again next year, but I
believe that quite a few of winning crew are returning to
College, including the legendary James Plunkett, now
in his seventh year at Queen’s. The Music and Drama
Society this year produced a play, and their choice fell on
the dramatization of Tim Winton’s novel Cloudstreet. It
was a hugely ambitious undertaking, with no less than 97
separate brief scenes. There were many inspiring individual
performances. Everyone who was present was impressed
and moved, including our Academic Associate, Professor
Angela O’Brien (Creative Arts), who awarded the Keith
Macartney prize for best performance to Anapam Rao
for his role as the black man. Another highlight, which for
obvious reasons gave me great personal satisfaction, was
the visit of the Sugden fellow, Professor Ronald de Leeuw,
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Master’s Christmas Letter 2006 continued
Director of the famous Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam, for
three months in the spring. You can read more about his
visit elsewhere in this magazine. Of the many enjoyable
dinners the standout was perhaps in April the fortieth
anniversary Queen’s Inn dinner in April, during which
current students interviewed the four organizers of the first
dinner.

The challenge of ‘Growing esteem’

because it allows now us to respond more directly to the
changes that are taking place at the University. The new
accommodation that the residential complex provides will
be quite ideal for the graduate students that the University
is trying to attract. The new academic facilities will aid us
enormously in providing the academic support that the
University is keen for us to supply. In the coming year
the College will be redoubling its efforts to make this
ambitious project viable. As so often in its history it will be
looking for the unflinching support of its wider community.

Open day on August 20th this year was an enormously
important occasion for the University of Melbourne, as it
unveiled to the public its plans for the complete overhaul of
Much of my time is spent on overseeing the administration
its teaching programme. Under the inspiring leadership of
of the College and for the past five years it has been a
the Vice-Chancellor, Professor Glyn Davis, a new two-tier
pleasure working with a team of dedicated staff. Much of
system of teaching will be established starting in 2008.
what they do occurs behind the scenes, and usually it is
Six broadly-based undergraduate degrees will replace
only when things go wrong
the plethora of degrees now
that the community comes
offered. In time all professional
to realize how much is done
courses in the areas of Law,
for them. During these five
Medicine, Engineering,
years there has been quite a
Education, Architecture etc.
bit of coming and going. At
will become graduate or
our management meeting
post-graduate studies. The
on Monday mornings there
implications for the Colleges
is now only one member of
will be considerable. I have
the team who was working
been following the process as
here when I became Master,
closely as I can and reporting
our accommodation manager,
my observations to Council and
Alison Cowan. This year we
the Fellows at regular intervals.
have had to say goodbye to a
It is somewhat startling to
number of staff who made an
think that from 2008 onwards
excellent contribution. I would
there will be no first-year Law
especially like to mention our
students at the College. The
accountant Euan Gibson, who
ones we hope to attract will be
moved on after ten years of
graduate students, and they
service, and our Director of
will be wanting better facilities
The Hon. John Brumby MP, Victorian Treasurer,
Development, Karin Heinz,
than we now offer first-years.
Minister for State and Regional Development,
who resigned in April. Their
This leads me to my next topic.
Minister for Innovation presents Anapam Rao with
roles have been taken over by
the Keith McCartney Prize at the Collegians Dinner
John Orr and Sue Felton.
in October.

Comings and goings

The challenge
of providing new
facilities

The south-western corner
of our site, which in the past was seldom visited except
by tennis-players and theologs on their way to their
lectures, has recently been the focus of much attention.
The impressive new building for the Theological College
on Morrison Close is nearing completion. We have been
informed that St Hilda’s will be erecting a five-storey
building on their southern (and our northern) boundary. Of
course it is in this same area that we are planning to carry
out our New Kernick Project. To be truthful, we have not
made as much progress on this project as I envisaged this
time last year. There have been a number of setbacks and
the St Hilda plans have constrained us to look at the basic
plan afresh. Nevertheless the facilities that the project
will deliver are more necessary than ever, and the College
is fully committed to its completion within the next two
to three years. In fact the delay may have a silver lining,
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Christmas
greeting
May I end this letter by first thanking all the members of
the wider Queen’s community for their encouragement
and support during the past year and also the four
preceding years. Please accept from Gonni and me our
warmest Christmas greetings and very best wishes for
2007. In a number of respects the future does not look so
bright. Climate change and war-mongering are casting a
long shadow. But it would be wrong to be defeatist. Let
us resolve to do what we can to make this a better world,
not so much for ourselves, for we have been blessed
enough, but for the generations that will succeed us. As
Jesus said in his most famous sermon: ‘Blessed are the
peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God’.
Prof. David T. Runia
Master

Arch Wyvern Report for 2006
As the year of 2006 draws to a close, I would like to reflect
on the activities of the Wyvern Society and its Committee
members over the past 12 months from both a social
point of view as well as an administrative one. Prior to
doing so I would be remiss not to acknowledge a number
of people without whom the Wyvern Society would not
be able to fulfill its objectives of promoting harmony and
good fellowship among all Wyverns and fostering the
interests of Queen’s College. To my fellow Committee
members, together with the Master, the Vice-Master, and
the President of Council I extend my appreciation for your
ongoing support. In addition, I would like to sincerely thank
Sue Felton, Director of Development, and Marion SheldonCollins, Alumni Officer, for their relentless enthusiasm
and energy which has been put towards supporting the
Wyvern Society at all levels.
The year began with a Cocktail Party for our younger
Wyverns from 2000 – 2005. Held in the Junior Common
Room, the reunion was the last of a series of year group
reunions that have been held throughout 2005 and 2006.
It was fantastic to see so many young Wyverns catching
up on news of recent travel or life in the work force after
their University studies. Young Wyverns also had the
opportunity to catch up with one another at the Young
Wyvern Pub Night held early in Semester Two. The
success of this evening will see similar events hosted
every Semester going forward.
Professor Field Rickards (1967), Dean of Education at
the University of Melbourne was our distinguished guest
speaker at the Annual Wyvern Dinner held in late July.
Field’s humour and quick wit were apparent as he shared
with us his journey from an undergraduate student at
Queen’s to his current role as Dean, and the challenges
faced by the University of Melbourne in distinguishing
itself as a Centre of Excellence in tertiary education.
The opportunity for students to interact with Wyverns
occurs at a number of dinners throughout the year,
however special mention must be made of both the
Professional Liaison Dinner, held in mid September,
and the Collegians Dinner held shortly thereafter. The
Professional Liaison Dinner, held annually, gives students
an opportunity to explore career ideas with Wyverns
from many varied occupations and levels of experience.
We were privileged at the Collegians Dinner to hear
the Honourable John Brumby address the students on
initiatives to encourage innovation in the State of Victoria
and it was also my pleasure to present Wyvern Medals to
students for academic excellence on this same occasion.
In November, the Junior Common Room was host to the
inaugural Dinner for Past and Present Presidents, VicePresidents, Secretaries and Treasurers of the Queen’s
College Sports and Social Club (QCS&SC). The success of
the dinner was evident by the diversity of age in Wyverns
present, with Wyverns from every decade from 1930 to
2000 represented! Courtney Ford (QCS&SC President
2006) gave a thoroughly entertaining speech as to the
challenges that face current student leaders in a collegiate
environment.
The 50 Years and Beyond Luncheon provided a fitting
finale to the calendar of events for 2006, with John Tinney

Arch Wyvern Sarah Angliss (right) presents Naomi Bosler
with her Wyvern medal at the Collegians Dinner.

(1956) entertaining Wyverns with anecdotes from his
extensive experience working with the Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade over a period spanning 30 years.
On the administrative front, Wyverns voted at the 2006
Annual General Meeting for the Society to become
an incorporated association. Presently the Society’s
application is being finalised with Consumer Affairs
Victoria and I expect that this process will be complete
by our Annual General Meeting in early February 2007
(please refer to the Notice of Meeting on the back page
of In Aeternum). The most compelling reason to move
towards an incorporated structure is that the Wyvern
Society will be a separate legal entity in its own right,
which confers the rights and responsibilities of such status,
and also limits the liability of both members and office
bearers of the Society. I would like to thank Michael Betts,
Andrew Bertram and John Orr (Manager of Finance and
Administration) for their time in preparing the necessary
documentation and facilitating this process for the Society.
The Committee is also presently undertaking a review
of the Society’s assets to ensure that they are invested
prudently with consideration as to the purpose of such
funds and their future use.
In closing I would like to encourage all Wyverns to support
the College so that it can continue to strive towards
meeting its future objectives. Your support can be
through Annual Giving or through your involvement and
participation in the wider Queen’s College community.
The expansive network of Wyverns I believe is one of the
Society’s most valuable resources and I encourage you all
to play an active role in fostering our Wyvern community.
I will be “retiring” from the role of Arch Wyvern at the
2007 Annual General Meeting. I look forward to the fresh
perspective and insight that my successor will undoubtedly
bring and wish them every success in the role going
forward.
Sarah Angliss
Arch Wyvern

Interested in joining the Wyvern Society Committee or the
Young Wyvern Functions Sub-Committee?
Please contact Marion Sheldon-Collins (03 9349 0754 /
wyverns@queens.unimelb.edu.au) for further information.
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President of Council Report

Guests at the Sugden Fellows Dinner. Professor Ronald de Leeuw
seated fourth from the right.

From the President of Council
On behalf of the Council may I congratulate the College on
its achievements this year. Reports of academic, sporting,
cultural and social activities and successes have been
enjoyed and the balance achieved, though challenging,
recognised. May I also express appreciation for the fine
leadership given by The Master professor David Runia and
the Vice Master Dr. Phillip Mosely and the support given
by members of the high table and the college staff.
Professor Runia has concluded five years as Master and
the Council is pleased that he has accepted reappointment
for a further term, and recognises the great contribution he
has and is making to the life and standing of the College.
Beyond the regular issues considered, this year the Council
was informed in detail of the catering capabilities and
systems by the Chef Manager Mr. Ross Rufford-Sharpe and
of the IT systems in use and being developed by Mr. Ben
Fon and his team. Both information sessions were greatly
appreciated. The subject of “student culture” was discussed
again in a special session and the Council was pleased at
the obvious improvements achieved in recent times.
Ensuring that an appropriate governance structure and
supporting policies are applied to Queen’s College, in
achieving its evolving vision is one critical function of the
Council. At its final meeting this year Council resolved to
commit to a new governance proposal and it authorized the
Administrative Committee to commission a re-draft of the
current constitution, and the development of supporting
policy documents, for adoption from the start of 2008.
“Growing Esteem” will provide Queen’s College with both
challenges and opportunities to which we must respond
positively. The Council functions well as a dynamic
constructive body and activity will be stimulated by the
proposed changes within the University of Melbourne.
To my fellow members of Council and members of
supporting committees I wish to record thanks for their
considered and wise contribution to the benefit of the
College. To all within the Queen’s College community
I extend season’s greetings and good wishes for the
Christmas festival.
John Castles AM, President of Council
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Sugden Fellow
Professor Ronald de Leeuw
Two of the most popular tourist destinations in Europe are
Amsterdam’s famous Museums, the Rijksmuseum and
the Van Gogh Museum. Queen’s was hugely privileged
this year to be able to welcome as its Sugden Fellow the
man who has been Director of both institutions, Professor
Ronald de Leeuw. At present the Rijksmuseum, home
of Rembrandt’s Nightwatch, Vermeer’s Milkmaid and
many other famous Dutch paintings, is undergoing a total
renovation. The project will take eight years from start to
finish and is now at the midway point. Professor de Leeuw
was granted three months sabbatical and was encouraged
by our Fellow Professor Jaynie Anderson to come and live
at Queen’s during his stay in Melbourne, together with his
partner, psychiatrist Dr Gerlof Janzen.
A towering figure in more than one sense of the word,
Professor de Leeuw thrilled his audiences when he
gave the Sugden Fellow lecture on ‘Rembrandt and
the Rijksmuseum’ and a talk in the Monday evening
programme on ‘Renovating a world-famous museum’. A
dinner was held in his honour after the lecture in the JCR,
attended by many guests from the Australian art world
and the University. Ronald and Gerlof were delighted to
discover how collegiate life works in an Australian setting
(the University of Leiden, where they studied does
not have colleges). They also enjoyed getting to know
members of the SCR and students. The Sugden Fellow
excursion with the SCR had been planned to visit Walhalla
in Gippsland, but plans had to be changed as a result
of the unexpected October bushfires. The party visited
Rupertswood (home of the Ashes) and Hanging Rock. It
was a fitting climax of a most successful visit.
David Runia

MADS Revue – Cloudstreet
Queen’s College students performed brilliantly on stage
early in September in Queen’s College Music & Drama
Society’s (QCMADS) production of Cloudstreet, the stage
adaptation of the well-known novel by Tim Winton. Four
performances over three days were well-received by the
wider college community.
Queen’s College Music & Drama Society has a proud
tradition of delivering top quality productions. After last
year’s raging success with Singin’ In The Rain, it was
always going to be difficult for this year’s production team
to meet the college community’s expectations. Thankfully,
however, all involved did a brilliant job and put on a
production that they could be very proud of.
Director Ben Strate and Producer Luke Graham took on
the job of controlling such an intricate and deep script with
dedication and imagination. Both Ben and Luke were ably
supported by Ben Landau and Geoff Heard respectively.
The two Bens were heavily involved in all aspects of the
creative process, while Luke and Geoff made their ideas
come true. All other members of the production team
worked well together, which was obvious when watching
the final product.
Cloudstreet is a story about two families who live in a large
house in Perth. The story spans two decades, beginning
in the Great Depression. One of the families experiences a
tragedy early on when one of their sons, Fish, just survives
drowning but is mentally affected for the rest of the play.
Bruce Hardy as ‘Fish Lamb’ was exceptional in his
portrayal of a mentally disabled young boy. Anupam Rao,
as ‘The Black Man’, was nominated for the Macartney
Prize for his culturally accurate and sensitive portrayal of
an Aboriginal Australian. Other high quality performers
included Sophie Griffin as ‘Rose Pickles’, Nikhil Bodhankar
as ‘Quick Lamb’ and Andrew Smith as ‘Sam Pickles’.
Cloudstreet once again proved the diverse talent available
at Queen’s College. All aspects of the production were
organized and controlled by students from the front of
house team to the lighting and sound technicians. With
strong representation from first years, both on stage and
behind it, QCMADS has a strong future.
Michael Hugeunin
President, Music & Drama Society

Left to Right: Georgie Cole (Red Lamb), Alli Snow (Elaine Lamb),
Seb Brown (Lon Lamb) and Emma O’Connell (Oriel Lamb).
Ben Strate, Director with Jacqui Lloyd (Pansey Mullett). Kristen MacLeish
applying make-up to Leah Watts (Hattie Lamb).
Background photo: Anupam Rao.
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QCS&SC President’s Report for 2006
“We ask ourselves, Who am I to be brilliant, gorgeous,
talented, fabulous? Actually, who are you not to be? There
is nothing enlightened about shrinking so that other people
won’t feel insecure around you… And as we let our own
light shine, we unconsciously give other people permission
to do the same.”
Marianne Williamson, ‘A Return to Love’
The quote above expresses, in a manner far more eloquent
and deep-meaning than I could have written, how I have
tried to approach the role of President. Of course there’s
far more to the role that simply letting everyone ‘shine’ –
there are meetings, problems to be solved, administrative
tasks and speeches to be written.

A big thanks also to Professor Runia. Despite the inevitable
differences of opinion, we got on very well this year and
I always enjoy it when he shares some of his diverse
knowledge with me – and patiently explains the meaning
of long words that I don’t understand! I think it is easy to
forget that, just like the GC, the Master must compromise
between the needs and opinions of students, staff,
College Council, the University, the Church, and an array of
other entities. Knowing a bit more about this complexity of
decision-making would serve the Student Club well, and I
encourage the Master to be as open as possible in future.
‘Education is a process of living and not a preparation for
future living.’ John Dewey
To those of you staying next year, continue
your ‘education’ - have an absolute blast and
make the most of what will inevitably be
a very different year to this year, whether
you are moving into the strengthening
friendships and increased know-how
of second year, or the more-leadership
focussed, but still wild times of third year
and beyond. Either way you have a myriad
of opportunities open to you to improve
Queen’s or get involved in new ways, and
the knowledge now to back you up.

But when it really comes down to it, surely
the whole point of having a President, of
having a General Committee, is to help all
you girls and guys be brilliant, and talented,
and inspire you to be the person you
perhaps didn’t believe you could be.
So, whatever has happened through
the year, let’s take a step back and ask
ourselves – as individuals, how far have we
come this year? Have you gotten to know
people you would never have known at
school? Have you been proud of something
you’ve done helping out a committee, or
the production, or on the sporting field? Did
you do something you hadn’t contemplated
before you came to Queen’s? Are you
simply a little bit more confident in yourself?
If you have achieved something that you’re
personally damn proud of, I am a very
satisfied President indeed.

Top: The retiring GC Courtney Ford
at the 2006 Valedictory Dinner.
Below: The new head of the GC
Jesse Zanker.

Some things I have been very proud of:
•	Seeing so many Queeners at events – sporting, intercollegiate, musical, cultural. We seriously blow most
colleges out of the water most of the time
•	Staying the same person as President that I was before
I was elected

If you are leaving this college, may you take
the unforgettable experiences with you for
life. I hope you have squeezed as much as
you think you can out of this place, and my
very best wishes for the next part of your
journey.

Many people have asked whether I am sad
to pass on my role. No, I’m not – rather, I’m
excited for my successor Jesse and the new
GC who have already launched themselves passionately
into their new roles. The issues they are already dealing
with in a mature and active matter – for example security,
corridor crawls, student access to cleaning materials –
gives me great confidence for the wellbeing of our Student
Club next year.

•	The compromises reached on issues like Rowing Day
and the Academic Progress Policy

So for the new GC I have another one of those thoughtprovoking quotes that Jesse loves so much (and which is
very relevant to the Student Club):

•	The Constitutional changes passed at the 2nd General
Meeting

‘If you do what you’ve always done, you’re going to get
what you’ve always got’

•	The Goat Suit finally happening and the positive
approach by our Club to raise money

Think outside the square. The College has exciting times
ahead, particularly with the Growing Esteem Project at
Melbourne University being implemented in 2008. What
the student body and the GC does in anticipation of these
changes will set them apart from other colleges – and I
have every faith that such transitions will be positive, if we
do something different, something fresh.

•	O’Week – it just went perfectly. As primary organiser I
couldn’t have asked for anything more!
•	Working with a team of like-minded individuals on the
GC and the amazing fun we’ve had
As for the outgoing GC, I can’t really rave enough about
them. The work they’ve done behind the scenes and
often on the stage has been phenomenal. But they’re
also a phenomenal bunch of people: friends, leaders,
advisers, shrinks, spew-cleaneruperers, sometimes even
lovers. We’ve been reasonable, unreasonable, passionate,
buggered, succinct, long-winded, thoughtful and
spontaneous. Without their support, my role would have
meant very little.
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It’s been an honour being your President. I thank all of you
for making my time in the role so vibrant and rewarding,
and I hope in your eyes that I have done the role justice.
Together we are who make this place so great. Let’s keep
it that way.
Courtney Ford
President QCS&SC

Academic Dinners
As with all social events and occasions, there are those
who deserve great thanks. Firstly we acknowledge and
appreciate the support of our sponsors MDA national,
Demarte’s AMCAL Pharmacy Lygon Court and Tahbilk
Winery. Thanks to the Master, the Master’s PA, Christine
Spong and the Queen’s catering managing Ross RuffordSharpe for their work in making the night the success
it was. Darrin Verspuy, Amy Rathjen and Min Kim’s
invaluable contribution also was necessary for the success
of the evening.
We hope that the Queen’s Medical Dinner will continue to
be enjoyed by all!
Jesse Zanker

New head of GC Jesse Zanker, Professor Andrew Tonkin (1962),
Amy Rathjen, Darren Verspuy and the Master, Professor David Runia.

Medical Dinner 2006 Guest
of honour – Professor Andrew
Tonkin.
On Friday the 25th of August Queen’s students, Wyverns
and members of the allied health fields enjoyed the company
of one another at the annual Queen’s Medical Dinner.
In front of the blazing fire in the Junior Common Room
students and professionals shared interests, experiences,
and of course, good food and wine. With over 85 guests
the evening was sure to be a success.

Commerce students dinner
This year it was the turn of the Commerce students to
organize a faculty dinner in the JCR on Friday, September
1st. The challenge was taken up with zest by a team
of students led by Anthony Trainor and Kathy Lenne.
Guest of honour was Council member Dr David Cousins,
Director of Consumer Affairs for the State Government of
Victoria. David spoke on the subject of ‘Commerce and the
consumer society’. Anyone who thought this might be a
dull subject had their expectations dashed. The audience
of 49 students and quite a few Wyverns were fascinated
as David covered the various aspects of his role, including
the way he and his Department have to deal with some
quite shady enterprises. All agreed that it had been a most
worthwhile and enjoyable occasion.

The current Queen’s students attending included those
studying Dentistry, Medicine, Physiotherapy, Pharmacy,
Biomedical Science and Science. There was good
patronage shown by Wyverns – whether currently
students or practitioners – all with interesting stories and
experiences to share. We also enjoyed the company of
our academic associate, Norm Eizenberg, who gave an
enthralling toast to the Medical students on the course and
relations of the facial nerve. Other valued guests included
Professor Graham Parslow, Professor Stephen Harrap,
Associate Professor Gillian Webb and of course the muchloved Dr Donald ‘Scotty’ Macleish.
Our Guest of Honour for the evening was Mr Andrew
Tonkin. Mr Tonkin (1962-1967, Medicine), amongst many
other accolades and responsibilities, has served as the Chief
Medical Officer of the National Heart Foundation. He was
joined by his wife Rosemary, and his guests Mr Ian Still
(forefather of the infamous Queen’s mascot Bentley-Still!)
and Mrs Anna Still. Mr Tonkin gave an intriguing oration titled
‘Bentley-Still and his other legacies.’ He reminisced of his
life and times as a Queen’s resident, told the story behind
the creation of Bentley-Still, and later addressed the current
state of the health system and its prognosis. Mr Tonkin
also commented on the necessity of family in one’s life,
especially in the lives of those who may be constrained by
their work. His address was enjoyed by all and we are very
privileged to have had him as our Guest of Honour.

Dr David Cousins, Director Consumer Affairs Victoria, and Kathy Lenne.
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College Sport
Females at Sport
2006 was a great year for females sport at Queens. While
we may not have won as many premierships as previous
years each sport was taken to with enthusiasm and
excitement which made for a very healthy year of sports!
Every sporting event this year saw Queen’s supporters
down on the sidelines– more often than not much more
than any other college. Well done to the athletics team
who won the female trophy this year, and to the female
swimmers who came runners-up. Also to the soccer team,
1st netballers, and both first and seconds rowing teams
who all did extremely well in making it to different levels of
their finals, as well as all other teams who had a great time
on the field and did Queen’s proud. Such fantastic results
could not have been achieved without the coaches who
donated countless hours of their time to train up these
brilliant teams. This year we had a mix of Queeners as well
as Wyverns coaching the teams which is always helpful in
keeping people in touch!
Our sports woman of the year Emma Gray was an
amazing asset to every team she was on - possibly her
best effort being voted best and fairest in the footy vote
count. Congratulations to Kathy Lenne who was elected
female sports representative on the GC for 2007, I wish
her and the rest of the GC the best of luck- you will have an
amazing year.
Kate Jennings
Womens Sports Representative

The Queens’ swimming carnival cheer squad.
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More great sporting achievements
at Queen’s …
This year has been a great year for Men’s sport at Queen’s
College with awesome levels of participation and great
enthusiasm among everyone who has given sport a crack.
All the interest in Men’s sport at Queen’s has brought
some very solid results throughout the year with many
teams having to hold selection trials and being left with the
headache of actually having to choose a team.

The 1st Rowers: Carl Mattison, Nick Gilbert, Tom Crocker,
Lachlan Vallance, Blake Sawyer.

Once again the biggest sporting moment of the year was
the men’s amazing efforts in the Rowing. Both the 1sts
and 2nds crews came over the line in 1st place for the
3rd year in a row, a feat never achieved on the crescent.
Queen’s also had by far the largest crowd down on the
Yarra, cheering hard and helped along by the ever cunning
UPRIC. A great day was had by all with the tradition of
Watermelon heads living on!
This shouldn’t overshadow the great effort by the Men’s
swimming team which other than the Rowers brought
home our only other premiership of the year thanks to
some awesome individual performances, with the Ford
blood line holding Queen’s swimming high for a couple
more years to come. Notable mentions must also go to the
Hockey, 1sts Cricket and Athletics teams which all came
close runners up in their respective competitions. With a
little more luck who knows what could of happened.

(From back to front, left to right) Tom Champness, Nick Hewitt,
Jeremy Gates, Sarah Hill, Alana Andrews, Dean Little, Lathy
Lenne, Sally Jane, Tom Christie, Renee Carr, Astrid Baker.

These teams have all been backed up by solid
performances in magoos cricket (some performances
being greater off the field than on it!), squash, tennis,
badminton, volleyball, magoos footy and soccer. I am sure
next year will continue the long held tradition of success
on the sporting field at Queen’s.
Congratulations must also go to Lachlan Vallance who
was named Sportsman of the Year for 2006 at the annual
Collegians Dinner. Lachlan was a 1st Rower, 1st Footballer,
Tennis player, magoos cricket player, volleyballer and one
of the biggest supporters for Queen’s sport going around.
Men’s sport at Queen’s remains alive and kicking with
the calendar always jam packed with sport on practically
every week of the semester. We encourage anyone and
everyone from the Queen’s community, students, parents,
Wyverns and friends to come down and support the
college in its endeavors on the sporting field, it is a great
way to stay involved and you will not be disappointed with
the entertainment on display!
Sam Leslie
Mens Sports Representative
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The Family Gown

Tradition is a hallmark of an
institution like Queen’s College.
This article relates to a unique
tradition of an academic gown.
This gown first came to Queen’s College in 1966, worn by
my elder brother Richard (Commerce 1966). Although an
Old Geelong Collegian, Richard eschewed the established
Geelong College bias towards Ormond and settled at
Queen’s, maybe subconsciously influenced by our father’s
early Methodist upbringing. The gown witnessed the
formation of friendships with McCrae, McKenzie, Wright
and Davies among many others, friendships which endure
until today. It would have seen the aftermath of many pizza
nights in Lygon Street and hung beside the giant Italian flag
a memento of the Italian President’s visit to “Little Italy” in
the late sixties. Slightly ragged and well worn the gown left
Queen’s in 1968 was cleaned and stored.
Just over 12 months later the gown was packed and made
its next journey up the Geelong Road. As its wearer I had
no choice about which residence to apply for, because in
all matters of importance I followed firmly in my brother’s
footsteps. I know that the gown enjoyed its return to
Queen’s, it would have been able to find its way from
Naughtons to Queen’s unaided, and sometimes did. It
enjoyed lively discussions with Dr Parnaby and Jack Clarke,
marveled at the oratory skills of Kendall and Copolov, and
even met Gough Whitlam. It was happy to still be in one
piece when it returned to Geelong in late 1972, more
tattered but wiser as well.
In May 1999, I remember excitedly telling my mother that
her granddaughter and my eldest daughter Kate (Economics
& Finance, RMIT 1999) had got a place at Queen’s.
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A late change of course preference having denied her
a more traditional entrance in O Week. To my surprise
mum got up and left the room returning with the “family
gown” still encased in its 1972 dry-cleaning wrap.
Once more the gown entered Eakins Hall meeting Drs
Henley and Nethercote. This was a different place, now
there were women in Queen’s but the spirit and ability
to form friendships remained the same. The gown
enjoyed partying with Bingers, Bibbs & Crommie and the
gentlemen of Queen’s as well. Exhausted after a brief stay
of 18 months the gown welcomed the tranquility of the
wardrobe in Geelong.
There was no rest. In February, 2001 the gown again
returned to Queens. My younger daughter Anna (Public
Relations, RMIT 2001) when asked what tertiary course
she wanted to do always replied she wanted to go to
Queen’s. When we explained Queen’s was not a course
she opted for anything that would allow her to stay at
Queen’s, a brief flirtation with Arts at Melbourne was
happily overturned for an offer of PR at RMIT. During the
next three years the gown saw a new Master installed,
lived for year on the infamous 2J and oversaw the editing
of the newsletter without being charged with offending
public morality. It watched Ally, Gunny, Dee, Georgie and
many others enjoy life to the full at Queen’s with Anna.
By late 2003 the gown was exhausted. It had missed the
opportunity to be worn by my nephew Nick (Arts, 2003)
and my niece Sophie (Professional Communications,
RMIT, 2004) during their residence at Queen’s. However
the gown happily passed its baton on to a new model.
Family traditions are an essential part of the unique fabric
of Queens College.
Michael Betts (Commerce, 1970)

Dato’ Mustapa Mohamed visits Queen’s

Dato’ Mustapa Mohamed, Datin Khamarzan and current students.

Many Wyverns who were at Queen’s in the early
seventies (including myself) will remember Mustapa
Mohamed (Comm 1970) and will have followed his stellar
political career in Malaysia with great interest. On February
14th 2006 he (Comm 1970) was appointed Minister of
Higher Education, his fifth cabinet post in the Malaysian
Government.
In September he paid a working visit to the University
of Melbourne. The College was delighted that he and
his wife Datin Khamarzan were able to find the time to
pay us a visit and join us for afternoon tea in the foyer of
Eakins Hall. Dato’ and Datin particularly enjoyed speaking
to the Malaysian students of the College, who had been
invited to the event (see the accompanying picture). It was
possible to compare notes about what it was like to study
in Melbourne and live at Queen’s and how it differed from
when Dato’ studied here 35 years ago.

Professor Runia with Dato’ Mustapa Mohamed.

He was also delighted to meet old friends such as Michael
Smith (Comm 1971), Jack and Elaine Clarke, Rob and
Gillie Nethercote, as well as Fellows and other friends of
the College. We wish Dato’ Mustapa every success in
shouldering the weighty responsibilities of his office and
look forward to further contact in the near future.
David Runia
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Wyverns at Large
Kym Abbott 1968
Kym moved from Queen’s down to Kendall
Hall, Werribee to finish his Vet Science
degree, graduating in 1972. He practised
in Geelong, Hamilton, New Zealand then
South Australia for 19 years before taking up
an academic appointment in Vet Science at
Sydney in 1991. In 2001 he went to the Royal
Veterinary College, London for a three year
stint, returning two years ago to take up the
Directorship of the new Veterinary Science
course at Charles Sturt University, Wagga.
He has a BVSc and an MVS from Melbourne
and a PhD from Sydney. He is a Fellow of the
Australian College of Veterinary Scientists
and a Registered Sheep Specialist.
Sarah Angliss 1994
Currently works for UBS Global Asset
Management, a funds management firm
which manages approximately $27 billion
on behalf of its clients in Australia. As an
Account Manager, her role involves looking
after institutional clients (who typically invest
more than $10 million) located in Victoria,
WA, Tasmania and New Zealand.
Prior to joining UBS, Sarah worked for
Global Asset Investments and the broader
Commonwealth Bank Group for 4 years in a
range of roles in finance, strategic planning
and asset management.
She is the current Arch Wyvern of Queen’s.
Andrew Bertram 1998
Is a Senior Risk Consultant at Ernst &
Young and Treasurer of the Wyvern
Society. He started with EY as a graduate
3-and-a-half years ago, having finished his
studies at Melbourne University with an
Honours degree in Information Systems
and a Diploma in Indonesian Language. He
provides risk advisory services to Ernst &
Young’s clients across a range of industries
- highlights have been business trips to the
Barossa Valley. He was at Queen’s for 3
years from 1998 - 2000, and was the Arts
Representative in his final year.
Belinda Birrell 2002
Graduated with a BA, Public Relations
(RMIT) at the end of 2004 and started
work immediately with ANZ. Commenced
in an internal communications role, largely
looking after the following for ANZ’s 30,000
employees: Group-wide messages (eg
annual results), the intranet, staff magazine
and various staff briefing events. She
has now moved into a Media Relations
Officer role, looking after the media for
the Community / Corporate Responsibility
areas, dealing with daily journalist requests
/ facilitate interviews etc, and managing the
daily media clippings process and Media
and Investor Relations reports for the ANZ
Management Board.

Dr Warrick Brewer – Past Resident Tutor
Following completion of his Psychology
Honours at James Cook University of
Nth Queensland, where he examined
young children’s emotional reactions
to inappropriate parenting, Associate
Professor, Warrick completed his Masters
in Neuropsychology at the University of
Melbourne in 1993, and then his Ph.D. in the
Departments of Psychology and Psychiatry
in 1999 through the Mental Health Research
Institute of Victoria. He worked as a tutor at
Queen’s from 1996 – 2002.
He has a wide range of national and
international peer-reviewed publications and
his work has won various prizes. He is about
to have his first book launched, examining
the secrets of the brain that are revealed via
the sense of smell.
Currently he is an Associate Professor in
the University of Melbourne, Department of
Psychiatry located at ORYGEN Youth HealthParkville, where he practices as a Senior
Neuropsychologist in the Neuropsychology
Clinic. He is also the team leader on the
Intensive Case Management Team for the
Early Psychosis Prevention & Intervention
(EPPIC) Outpatient Program, -managing
young people who are deemed to be at
greatest risk for suicide. Finally, he heads
the Neuropsychology Research Program for
ORYGEN Research.
Adam Broad 1993 & Julianne Broad 1991
(nee Donnelly)
Adam & Julianne have made it a hatrick with
the arrival of Annabel Charlotte in June. She is
much adored sister of Eliza (5) and Matilda (3).
Emma Cahill 1999
Emma attended Queen’s from 1999 until
2001 while she completed a Journalism
degree at RMIT University and studied French
at Melbourne University. During that time she
was Secretary of the Inter College Council
(ICC) and later Secretary of the Queen’s GC.
Emma spent a year working as an advisor at
the Parliament of Victoria before beginning
a law degree at Monash University. She is
currently completing her articles of clerkship
at law firm Minter Ellison.
Michael Carter
Michael studied at Queen’s for 3 years and
then returned as a medical / physio live in
tutor for 2 years. Graduating from medicine
in December, he has been working at the
Royal Melbourne Hospital, and Wimmera
Base Hospital at Horsham since, doing A and
E, nights, and most recently surgery. He has
also had 3 months experience in obstetrics
and gynaecology in Vanuatu 2004-05.
John Champness 1939
John graduated in Psychology in 19461948 from Melbourne University. He
was appointed to Tasmanian Education
Department as Guidance Officer 1949-50.
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He then specialised in Remedial Education
at the Schonnell Centre in Birmingham. This
was followed by a research appointment
with the Medical Research Council’s Unit
for Occupational Adaptation in Sheltered
Workshops. He graduated PhD (Clinical,
Education, Organisational) from the Institute
of Psychiatry, London, 1953.
John returned to Australia and worked
as psychologist to Geelong Grammar
School and the RAAF (Special Services),
Management Consultant (Personnel and
Training). He was Senior Lecturer at RMIT
(1960-68) and spent a year at Woolwich
Polytechnic, London, taking MBA students
(1966-67), and a term at Edmonton, Canada
as Research Methods Professor.
He is a foundation member of the APS.
John has also participated in the Colleges
of Organisational Psychology and Health
as a committee member. He has published
widely over the years in professional
journals. His interests are in farming,
photography, book reviewing, skiing and
yachting. He was nominated Distinguished
Psychologist of the Year 2006 by the College
of Organisational Psychology.
Richard Divall 1977
Richard Divall’s Edition of the Symphony by
Samuel Sebastian Wesley was performed
in Concert by the Orchestra of the West
German Radio in Cologne in May this year.
It is the first performance of the work since
1840 and also the first in the new edition.
Georgina Downer 1998
Received a 2005-6 Chevening scholarship
from the Foreign and Commonwealth Office
in the United Kingdom and is studying at the
London School of Economics a Masters in
International Law.
Todd Gallacher 1991
Gave away engineering after a few years,
then recently completed a Dip.Ed, teaching in
the country town of Maryborough and now
teaching maths at Carey Grammar in Kew.
David Greenall 1959
Spent three years at Queen’s studying
Commerce -1959-61. His main achievement
was runner-up in the Billiards championship,
defeated by a now-eminent Theologian!
David is in public practice as a Chartered
Accountant in Melbourne and is a former
member of the Australian Auditing Standards
Board, The Public Sector Accounting
Standards Board and the Urgent Issues Group.
In an auditing capacity David has worked
in the U.K, India, Fiji and Tonga as well as
Australia. His Audit Specialization is in Notfor-Profit organizations. He is a member of
three Audit Committees. He is a practice
management and audit consultant to
accounting practices.

A reminder to all Wyverns to go to the NEW Queen’s website at:
www.queens.unimelb.edu.au and update their details on the Wyvern database.
Scott Grierson 1993
Has just returned from post graduate
work and study in the field of sustainable
development at the Blekinge Institute of
Technology, Sweden. As a recognised
leader, Sweden offered exposure to
some of the top thinkers in the field from
around the world and presented many
opportunities including a teaching post
which enabled him to share his knowledge
and passion for the subject with other
students. The university then invited him
to teach an ‘Introduction to Sustainable
Engineering’ program at its ‘sister’ university
in China - Kunming University of Science
and Technology - a highly successful and
rewarding experience. Scott is now working
in Australia as a consultant, partnering
with large organisations in developing their
sustainability strategies, and is soon to
commence a PhD that will look in detail
at commercialisation of a next generation,
carbon-neutral fuel and petro-chemical
substitute - a very exciting project.
Gif Hatfield 1959
While in Queen’s from 1954 – 1957, Giff
studied Electrical Engineering with an
emphasis on electronics. He initially worked
in telephony but moved to television
transmitter systems in 1959 and remained
with broadcasting transmitter systems until
he left Telstra in 1992.
In 1964 to 1967 he took his Master
Degree in Science (Electronics) at Berkeley
University, California and examined colour
television systems in the USA, Great Britain
and Europe to help determine the course we
should take in Australia.
After leaving Telstra, he consulted on
radiation safety for some years, an aspect
which he had promoted strongly within
Telstra. He is also involved in network
marketing/home shopping to help people
generate income and free up their time.
Matthew Hicks 1981
Graduating in Law and Commerce in 1986.
Matthew’s employment history includes
Articles with a four partner practice in East
Melbourne. Following that firm’s merger
with a larger CBD firm, he became a senior
associate practising in commercial litigation
with the firm that eventually became
Deacons Lawyers. He joined Hicks & Oakley
in 2002. That firm merged with the firm of
Chessell Williams on 1st July this year and
is now known as Hicks Oakley Chessell
Williams. Matthew’s main area of law is
commercial litigation. He also completed his
Masters of Law in the mid 1990’s.
Edward Higgs 2004
Has just completed his final year of
an Undergraduate Bachelor in Music
Performance (percussion) at the Victoria
College of the Arts (VCA). He recently
applied by audition for a position at the

Australian International Summer Orchestral
Institute (University of Tasmania in
Hobart) and was accepted. He will join the
Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra (TSO)
and will work for a busy two weeks with
a number of senior percussionists and
leading conductors, attending tutorials,
workshops on how to audition effectively,
and performing in three concerts.
Tom Hutchinson 2000
Tom is the Human Resources Manager with
Grant Thornton Corporate in Melbourne,
having recently returned from 12 months
travelling and working in the UK and France.
A resident at Queen’s from 2000-2002, he
was President of the Student Club in his final
year before returning as a member of the
SCR in 2005.
Les Johnson 1953
Now retired, Les graduated from Melbourne
University in B.Mech.Eng. He was awarded
post graduate training with Metro.Vickers
(now GEC) in the UK.
He spent a few years in power station
equipment before changing to industrial
heating equipment based at Major
Engineering here in Melbourne.
Stephen Makin 1994
Stephen completed a Science degree, with
honours in geology and lived at Queen’s
from 1994 to 1996. In his own words, he
failed to qualify for the swimming team,
so got to hold the stopwatch. He was
only allowed on to the soccer pitch once
Queen’s was 10 nil up against Medley Hall.
Stephen was on the MADS committee and
produced a play and a musical and sang in
the choir. He did vacation work in Kalgoorlie
before honours and returned there once
he had graduated. He worked as a mining
and exploration geologist at a nickel mine
and stayed there for four and a half years.
He then changed jobs to fly in and out from
Perth to the Pilbara looking for iron ore.
Returning to study in 2004, he completed a
Masters of Environment, in Hydrogeology
and now works in Melbourne for a
consulting company (URS) investigating soil
and groundwater pollution at contaminated
sites. He married in March this year, to a girl
who didn’t want to move to Kalgoorlie.
Toby McMillan 2001
Toby attended RMIT University and
graduated with a Bachelor of Business
majoring in Property. He now works for
one of the worlds largest Corporate Real
Estate Companies “Jones Lang LaSalle”
and specialises in the valuation of large
scale industrial sub-divisions, industrial
developments and the feasibility analysis of
major projects.
Toby is a member of the Wyvern Society
Committee, maintains sporting pursuits in
cricket and athletics and has a keen interest
in the Victorian Harness Racing Industry.

Ben Rumble 1985
Ben is the Broadmeadows Assembly
Plant Manager for Ford Motor Company in
Australia, where the Falcon and Territory
range of vehicles are manufactured.
Responsibilities include; employee safety,
human relations, manufacturing efficiency,
vehicle quality, and new model launch
activities. Ben has spent his professional
career with Ford since 1989, after graduating
from Melbourne University with an Electrical
Engineering degree.
He has worked within manufacturing in a
series of operating and senior management
positions including Line Supervisory,
Engineering, Quality, Logistics, and Area
Management in the Broadmeadows and
Atlanta (US) Assembly Plants. He was
appointed to the Geelong Ford Stamping
Operations Plant Manager in 2001-2005,
travelling to Japan, Asia, Brazil, and the US
developing a customer network for the
Stamping Die Toolroom, and visiting other
automotive assembly operations.
Ben has an interest in education and careers
within manufacturing, was a member of
the Geelong Manufacturing council, and
a Williamson Community Leadership
Program Fellow 2005. He was educated
in Melbourne, and is married with three
children.
Rupert Sherwood 1996
After finishing University and travelling the
world, Rupert started work in a support
position in the Marketing department of
Melbourne Theatre Company. Over the past
three and half years he has moved through
various roles within the Marketing and the
Business Development departments, and
now runs MTC’s Philanthropy Department.
Natalie Tyndall 1998
Graduating with a Degree in Commerce
in 2000, then spending 2 years in a Health
Management graduate position Natalie has
now been working for three years as the
OHS / Quality and Projects Officer for the
Royal Freemasons Homes of Victoria, a
leading aged and community care service
provider in Victoria. The role involves
providing specialized support in OH&S,
injury and risk management and continuous
improvement to a team of Care Managers
and personal care staff.
At the end of last year she took 7 months
leave without pay, and worked as a Resort
Representative in the ski resort of Banff,
Canada. The experience was a fantastic
opportunity, not only to travel, but also to
develop new skills in a different working
environment, and take a break from the 9-5
office environment.
She has now returned to her role at the
Freemasons, and plans to incorporate travel
and work as much as possible into her
professional life
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Syria one year, USA the next…
Profile on current student,
Megan Bainbridge
Currently undertaking a Bachelor of Arts and Diploma
of Modern Languages (Arabic) at Melbourne University,
Meg Bainbridge has loved her past three years at Queen’s
College – being head of the Willie Quick Club and
Environment Committee, playing hockey and meeting a
diverse group of people.
During the 2005-06 summer holiday, she spent a brief six
weeks living in Damascus, Syria, where she undertook an
intensive Arabic language course at Damascus University.
While she stumbled through verb conjugations and the
subtleties of colloquial Arabic, she enjoyed the amazing
cultural experience with which she was presented. Visiting

mosques and crusader castles, living in Damascus’ old
city and debating politics with a small group of Syrians,
allowed Meg a brief insight into a fascinating – yet highly
contentious – country.
In almost an antithesis of this experience, she will be
one of twelve Australian university students who will
undertake internships with members of the US Congress
during January-February 2007. She will be working in
the Washington office of Jerrold Nadler, a Democratic
Congressman from New York. The recent shift in power
in favour of the Democrat Party, following the mid-term
elections, means that this is a particularly exciting time to
be undertaking this internship. While day-to-day activates
are expected to vary considerably, the group has been
told to expect anything from answering telephones and
letters, to attending House Committee meetings and press
conferences.
Following the internship, Meg will return to Melbourne
– and a house with three soon-to-be Wyverns – to finish
her degree and hopefully begin a career in Journalism at
some stage in the future.
Sue Felton

Megan Bainbridge on Mt Qasioun behind the village of Maaloula - about an
hour from Damascus - it is the only place where Aramaic, the language of
Christ, is still spoken today.
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Queen’s Gatherings

Our dynamic guest speaker, Professor Field Rickards.

The Master, David Runia with his wife Gonni, seated with Elaine and former
Vice Master Jack Clarke OAM.

Wyvern Dinner – “This is the Life”
Reflections and observations from Professor Field Rickards
Our guest speaker this year was the current Dean of
Education at the University of Melbourne, Professor Field
Rickards. With an extensive range of publications and
patents to his name, he remains an enthusiastic advocate
for research and reform in education and a leader in
audiology and education for the hearing impaired. Next
month Field celebrates 33 years on the University of
Melbourne staff – 16 years in medicine and 17 years in
education.
Ninety Wyverns, young and old, gathered in Eakins Hall
and were treated to “Frickards” reminiscences of his days
at Queen’s; of friendships formed almost forty years ago
and vibrant still today, and how his collegiate experience
(1967 – 1970) changed his life. “My father Field I insisted
these would be the best days of my life – at the time they
were and they were indeed pretty good”.
Sport was a most important component of Field’s college
life. Soon after arriving in Queen’s, he was rowing 2nd VIII
with Jack Ayerbe, Andrew Grove, Kris Romuld (who later
married Miss University), Roger MacCallum an eccentric
Scot who was running the Cavalry and the initiation subcommittee, and others like Bruce Allen, Stu Routledge and
Neil, the cox and Field’s first ‘wife’. This was a highlight
and just the start as his interest in rowing continues to
this day, with additional pastimes including marathons and
triathlons.

A member of the original Bentley Stills Quartet with Tony
Oakley, Doug Roydhouse, and Tim Blood, Queen’s was
“an extraordinary environment. Sharing life with 180 others
from broad sections of the community and at different
stages of their studies. A mix of intellectual life, creating
new networks, fun, adventure, risk taking, supportive with
role models and it was the opportunity for me to grow up
ten years in four.”
With the University of Melbourne re-inventing its teaching
and learning programs to develop the breadth, depth
and thinking and reasoning skills prior to professional
specialisation, Field described the current intellectual
climate as ‘exciting times’. He outlined the University’s
new strategic plan, termed Growing Esteem, whereby in
2008 we will see the introduction of the new Melbourne
Model of new generation undergraduate and graduate
professional programs similar to systems already operating
in the US, and set to be adopted in Europe from 2010.
With now more than 930,000 students nationally; funding
per student having fallen steadily over nearly two decades;
an international student cohort of more than 200,000
students; and an older ‘lifelong learner’ cohort juggling
work and family commitments with study, Melbourne is
strategically differentiating itself.

Field recalled an intellectual culture at Queen’s. ‘Cut and
thrust’ debates in General meetings on some absurd
topics with Peter Little, Colin Honey, Roger Douglas,
Richard Kendall, David Copolov, Simon Wynn, and Jamie
Pearce.
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Queen’s Gatherings
who was Vice Master of Queen’s from 1924 to 1927
had a distinguished career in the public service and was
appointed Commonwealth Solicitor-General and Secretary
of the Attorney-General’s Department in 1946. Professor
Peter Bailey who emulated his father in winning a Rhodes
Scholarship and achieving eminence in his career in the
public service, is currently Adjunct Professor, Faculty of
Law at ANU. Dr Vernon Bailey was one of the first doctors
to serve in Indonesia with Australian Volunteers Abroad, a
scheme devised by fellow Wyvern, Dr Herbert Feith. He
has devoted a lifetime of service in the field of nutrition
in underdeveloped countries with the World Health
Organization.

Afternoon With Friends: Dr John Howes (1953), Prof Peter Bailey AM OBE
(1945 - 1949), Dr Vern Bailey (1947) and Prof David Penington AC (1950).

Afternoon With Friends
The Friends of the Library meeting held on Sunday,
October 29 took the form of a tribute to the Bailey family
- Sir Kenneth and his three sons, Peter, Vernon and John,
and their long association with Queen’s.
This Afternoon with Friends had been planned for some
time by Dr John Howes who has been a friend of Dr
Vernon Bailey since their student days. Sir Kenneth Bailey

Peter and Vernon travelled down from Canberra to address
the meeting and give an insight into their careers. Both
paid tribute to the influence of Queen’s and the Student
Christian Movement in their lives and careers. Their lives
of dedicated service make them role models for present
students. An audience of over 60 comprising Friends of
the Library, family members and former friends of Queen’s
and SCM enjoyed this time of reunion with members of
this distinguished family.
Throughout the year, Friends of the Library hold regular
evening and afternoon functions with very interesting
speakers. The Friends of the Library (FOTL) committee is
looking for new members. If you are interesting in joining
this group or wish to be added to the mailing list, please
contact the Librarian Gale Watt on (03) 9349 0741.

Young Wyverns Functions 2007
Keep an eye on the website for details of Young Wyvern Functions to be held in 2007... including – Country Race Day,
Pub Nights. If you have any suggestions for events or would like to become involved please contact Toby McMillan on
0412 846 850 or Sue Felton on 9349 0760.

Outreach at Queen’s
– a high priority
The Social Work Committee was very keen this year to
provide information and educate others of what we were
doing and why, rather than just ask for money.
Our sleep-out raised $300 and provided an awareness of
the Carlton Youth Drop In Centre for people our age with
more problems than us. We watched movies screened
onto the South wall and slept out in the quad.
Our Easter egg hunt for the Good Friday Appeal was lots of
fun. For our Arctic monkeys raffle, we received backstage
tickets to a sold-out English theatre performance and
raffled them to raise money for the music department of a
nearby local primary school.
Finally, our annual breast cancer photo was a huge
success, raising over $700 for the Anti-Cancer
Council. Many people commented on how useful our
accompanying information sheet was, and importantly,
passed the sheet onto others.
Alexa Gower
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Young Wyvern Pub Night.
In August this year the Young Wyvern Committee held
a pub night at the Order of Melbourne Bar in the city.
The night was well attended by over 30 young Wyverns
and enabled old friends to catch up and have an informal
get together. Of notable attendance was Stuart Valance
(2001) who was down from “Royal Randwick” where he
is currently working for a private vet practice specialising in
racing horses.
The Young Wyvern Committee is focussed on organising
informal get togethers for Wyverns who still feel “young
at heart”. We have no age barriers so don’t hesitate to get
your friends together and join in on some of the functions
that we look forward to bringing you in the New Year.
I’m sure those who attended the Pub Night in August
viewed the night as a great catch up and we look forward to
bringing you more opportunities for getting together soon.
If you have any ideas for future functions we would love
to hear them. Just send us an email at wyverns@queens.
unimelb.edu.au
Toby McMillan (2001)
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Personalia
The College
is saddened
to learn of
the passing of
a number of
Wyverns this
year.

Greg Armstrong (Arts 1954)

Beverley Freeman (Arts 1949)

Francis Beavis (Science 1943)

Donald Golding (Arts 1930)

Trevor Broom (Science 1949)

Bill Goldsworthy (Arts/Theology 1951)

Trevor Byard (Arts/Theology 1939)

Donald Hill (Science 1968)

John Casly (Dental Science 1926)

Frederick Philips (Medicine/Science 1933)

Benjamin Cass (Medicine 1923)

Don Saltmarsh (Arts/Theology 1955)

Clive Coogan (Science 1954)

Fred Stauder (Science 1952)

Ian Currie (Dental Science 1943)

Ronald Sussex (Arts 1928)

J D Douglas (Medicine 1959)

Reginald “Spot” Turnbull (Medicine 1928)

Maggie Ellis (Arts 2000)

Gretna Weste (Science 1935)

Left to Right: Ms Sue Felton,
Julie Liu and Alana Sobko.

Staff News
Queen’s welcomes the new Director of Development, Ms Sue Felton, who comes to us from her alma mater, Trinity
College, University of Melbourne, where she worked in the areas of Annual Giving and Alumni Relations. Previous
experience includes two years at Methodist Ladies’ College (MLC) as Alumni Relations & Special Events Co-ordinator
and eight years prior to that in the conference industry. Julie Liu and Alana Sobko joined the Finance team at Queen’s
earlier this year and together with our Administration Officer (otherwise known as the Director of First Impressions)
Karen Kelly, make a wonderful Front Office team.

Wyvern Society AGM
Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the Wyvern Society will
be held in the Lade Room, Queens College, 1 – 17 College Crescent, Parkville on:
Tuesday 6th February 2007
at 6.30pm for 7.00pm (drinks to precede meeting)
Please RSVP by 31 January 2007 to Sue Felton (03) 9349 0760
or email: development@queens.unimelb.edu.au
Business:
1.

NEW Queen’s
College
Website
Visit us on www.queens.
unimelb.edu.au to view
2007 events and to
up-date your details.

To transact the business of the Annual General Meeting
in accordance with the constitution of the Society.

Copies of the Agenda for the 2007 Annual General Meeting together with minutes from
the previous Annual General Meeting are available for inspection at the General Office,
Queen’s College, or on the Queen’s College website at www.queens.unimelb.edu.au
Dated this 1st day of December, 2006 D. Ziffer, Secretary
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