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Master’s Christmas Letter 2007

Dear friends of Queen’s College

W arm greetings to all the members of the wider 
Queen’s community wherever you may be. I am 
writing this letter in my study at the Lodge late 

on the fi rst Sunday afternoon in December. After the recent 
rains the grass in the Close looks deceptively green. But we 
all know that the big dry is far from over. Outside there is an 
animated scene as the members of the Chapel choir tidy up 
the remains of their barbecue. A few hours ago the College 
held its annual advent service in the Chapel and the choir sang 
superbly. One of the former SCR members, now studying 
at King’s College in London, joined us for the occasion and 
we remarked to each other that you would not see a scene 
like this in the British metropolis. Even if it is suffering from 
drought, Australia is still a richly blessed country.

This year has been a very different year for the Runia family. 
As part of the arrangements made in connection with my 
reappointment the Council graciously granted me four months 
of study leave from June to December. So as the students 
were busy with Swotvac at the end of the fi rst semester, I 
was packing my bags for an extended trip overseas. My fi rst 
stop was the University of Stellenbosch near Cape Town 
where I spent two engrossing weeks as a visiting professor. 
Then on to Brussels for a conference, after which I arrived 
in the Netherlands, where Gonni joined me. We then spent 
three lovely months in the familiar surroundings of Leiden, 
the beautiful University town where we had lived for 10 years 
before coming to Queen’s. My chief goal was to make good 
progress in my research on the documentary basis of early 
Greek philosophy. But it was also wonderful to spend time 
with our daughter Emma and my extended family, as well 
as the many friends we had left behind. We also did some 
travelling while in Europe, notably to London, where we were 
able to catch up with the President of Council and a group 
of Wyverns. At times Australia and the College did seem a 
long way away, which was no doubt a good thing. There was, 

however, one drawback. Before I left it seemed that it might 
be the year that the Cats would break their long drought. Two 
hours before our plane left Schiphol airport I heard the result 
of the Grand Final, and I have to say that it did seem to make 
the trip home a lot shorter!

Fortunately during my absence the College had been in the 
safe hands of the Acting Master. On my return I discovered 
that the College year had taken its course. It was a joy to hear 
that the fi rst semester academic results were the best since 
I took offi ce as Master. The usual rounds of dinners, soirees, 
sporting and cultural events had taken place, including a 
stunning musical which we were most sorry to miss. I would 
not be surprised if the students hardly noticed that I was 
away. Nevertheless, it was by no means an easy task for my 
deputy, Philip Mosely. Just before I left we had lost some 
staff members in vital areas of the College’s operations. It 
is not easy to retain staff in a time of full employment and 
a booming economy, especially in the areas of Finance and 
IT. I am most grateful to him and the staff for making my 
extended break possible.

Last year I had reported to Council that some of our senior 
Fellows were in declining health. These words turned out 
to be prophetic, for this year the College suffered three 
most grievous losses with the deaths of Owen Parnaby and 
Eric Osborn in the fi rst half of the year, and very recently 
of Winston Rickards, former Vice-President of Council and 
a most devoted alumnus of Queen’s. In all three cases 
memorial gatherings were held at the College and were able 
to commemorate and celebrate the great contributions that 
these men had made to scholarship, science and society, as 
well as to the life of our academic community.

Moving now to our residents in the fi rst stage of their 
association with Queen’s, I want so say how impressed 
I have been with Jesse Zanker and his team of student 
leaders. Jesse himself, who is about to leave for a placement 

President of Council John Castles AM in front of the fence 
with Daniel Grollo and the Master, Professor Runia.

Commemorative plaque.
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in an Indian psychiatric hospital, set an outstanding example 
and was ably supported by the others. The Sugden tradition 
of student leadership places a huge responsibility on young 
shoulders. It is a challenging experience, which they will 
never forget. Just before my return Jesse handed the baton 
on to Geoff Heard, and I look forward to working with him 
and the new GC next year.

It is sometimes hard to avoid ‘management-speak’, so you 
will forgive me if I say that one of the most important KPIs 
for a College is the number of students wanting to come and 
live here. Last year and this year we have been agreeably 
surprised and heartened by the large number of applications 
we are receiving. Indeed there was no doubt at all that at the 
beginning of this year Queen’s was the College of choice 
and there is every indication that the trend will continue next 
year. The good side of all this is that it confi rms that we are 
doing at least some things well. The less good side is that 
our places are limited. As I say to the parents of students 
who miss out, we can’t pitch tents in the quad. I like to 
think that this popularity is above all related to the ethos 
of the College, which can be summarised with the terms 
inclusive, supportive and aspiring. We accept and support 
each other in a culturally diverse community which aspires to 
achieving the best we can with the talents and resources at 
our disposal, including doing what we can for the natural and 
social environments that we live in. I have been struck in the 
past year by how much concern there is among students for 
the future of our planet, and I predict increasing enthusiasm 
and activity for both Environment and our Social Work 
committees.

Being aspirational should not, of course, be confi ned just 
to the students, but needs to permeate the College as a 
whole. There are exciting challenges ahead of us. During the 
past two years I have spent a good deal of time guiding the 
process of obtaining a new constitution for our College (the 
details of course require the mind of a good lawyer and I have 

been wonderfully aided by John Hicks). The present one that 
we are operating under dates from 1964 and is hopelessly 
out of date. The new constitution offers us a streamlined 
governance structure, with the size of Council reduced from 
26 to 15 members. The new Council structure will give us 
the skills necessary to take up the challenges that we face 
in our present situation and turn them to our advantage. 
The greatest of these is undoubtedly the introduction of the 
Melbourne model at the University of Melbourne next year. It 
is hard to predict exactly how the changes will affect us, but 
it already clear that we will need more accommodation suited 
to the needs of fourth year students who will come to study 
professional courses at the graduate level, such as Law, 
Medicine, Engineering and Architecture. Capital projects are 
diffi cult for small institutions such as Queen’s. But they are 
essential if we are to survive and fl ourish. Now is the time 
to carry out our plans. After 15 years of unabated prosperity 
Australia is awash with money, I am told. The College has 
the task of attracting just a little of this philanthropic good 
will, so that it can continue to achieve its educational mission. 
This is my challenge for 2008 and in facing it I know that I 
will be supported and carried along by the superb work that 
the Development Offi ce is doing under the leadership of Sue 
Felton.

We hear the word ‘philanthropy’ a lot nowadays. When I 
hear it the classicist in me reminds me that it means ‘human 
loving kindness’ and that it can be used in two different 
ways, for kindness shown by human beings and for kindness 
shown to humanity. At this time of Christmas it is the second 
meaning that should have the last word. Jesus was born so 
that God could show his love for this world. What a great gift! 
I wish the entire College community a joyous Christmas and 
the very best wishes for the coming year.

The Master, David Runia

Daniel Grollo, CEO of Grocon, thanks the Master 
during the Unveiling Ceremony.

Vice Master Dr Philip Mosely with guest speaker The Honourable 
Bob Cameron MP, Minister for Police and Emergency Services, 
Minister for Corrections and Wyvern (1981) with Willie Quick 
President Emma O’Connell 3rd year Arts, and Student Club 
President, 3rd year medical student, Jesse Zanker. 
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2007 has been a great year for Queen’s College and the 
Wyvern Society. In many ways it has been a year of “new 
beginnings,” as well as a year in which the fi nest traditions 
of Queen’s College have been nurtured by our College and 
Wyvern communities.

My return to the Wyvern Society Committee and to the 
College generally has been somewhat of a homecoming for 
me. I am happy to report that, whilst a number of features of 
the College have changed in the 13 years since I left (scary I 
know), the sense of familiarity, community and friendship has 
not. 

My introduction to the role of Arch Wyvern and re-introduction 
to the Wyvern Committee was facilitated by the selfl ess 
support of a number of people, including my predecessor 
Sarah Angliss, my fellow Committee members, the Master, 
the Vice-Master and the President of Council. In particular I 
would like to thank the College’s Director of Development Sue 
Felton and her colleague Ann Wegner for all their help during 
the year. Notwithstanding the demands of their “day-jobs” 
Sue and Ann’s enthusiasm, patience and responsiveness 
have been critical to the success of the Wyvern functions and 
administration of the Wyvern Society during the year.

In early May this year it was my privilege to represent the 
Wyvern Society at the memorial service in the College 
Chapel for Dr Owen Parnaby. Dr Parnaby was the fi rst 
Wyvern to hold the offi ce of Master of Queen’s College, a 
position he held from 1966 to 1986. Whilst I never met him, 
the esteem in which he is held by the College community 
and the community at large was evidenced in moving 
eulogies from the Professor Geoffrey Blainey, the President 
of Council John Castles AM, and the Master, David Runia. 
Dr Parnaby led the College through a period of modernisation 
and change, including the introduction of women to College 
in 1973. Remarkably, he himself was Arch Wyvern in 1968, 
the third year of his Mastership. The Wyvern community has 
lost a great member, contributor and advocate.

During the course of 2007, Wyvern reunions were held 
and well attended in Sydney, Canberra, Perth, London and 
Adelaide. Another Wyvern diary highlight was our Annual 

Wyvern Dinner on Friday 28 September. This year we were 
delighted to have Wyvern actor, playwright and author Alan 
‘Hoppy’ Hopgood AM (1952) as our guest speaker. Alan’s 
oratorical skills were apparent from his opening address. He 
had the room alternately in stitches and in awe as he regaled 
us with anecdotes of, amongst other things, his time at the 
Melbourne Theatre Company, surviving prostate cancer and 
his recent tour of rural play houses.

At the annual Collegians’ Dinner in October this year I 
presented 37 Wyvern Medals for Academic Achievement to 
members of the student body. To qualify for a Wyvern Medal 
students have to achieve an 80% average across all subjects 
taken in a University semester. Some of the students who 
received Wyvern Medals also received other medals for 
oratory, dramatic, sporting and community achievements. 
The College clearly continues to present a diverse range 
of opportunity and is fostering excellence in many fi elds of 
endeavour. 

As Arch Wyvern I have also been a member of the College 
Council during 2007. Under the guidance of John Castles, the 
Council itself is embarking on a new beginning. The Council 
has carefully considered and adopted a new Constitution with 
a reduced but representative membership. As part of the 
changes, the Arch Wyvern will be the only automatic Wyvern 
Society appointee to the Council reducing the number of 
Wyvern Society appointees from three to one. It is stipulated, 
however, that at least four members of College be former 
residents, i.e. Wyverns. In practice I am sure there will be 
more. I am pleased to say that, observing the operations of 
the Council, Administration and Student body during the year, 
the College is in very good hands. 

2008 marks 120 years since Queen’s College fi rst opened its 
doors to students. On this notable anniversary I commend 
the Annual Giving program to you as a way to give Queen’s 
regular support. I also encourage you to consider reacquainting 
yourself with the College, even if it is simply for a quick visit to 
see the plans for some of the new developments.

The Wyvern diary commences each year with the Annual 
General Meeting which will be held on Tuesday 12 February. 
Amongst other things the AGM is an opportunity to recap 
the year gone by and to elect offi ce bearers for the New Year. 
We would warmly welcome your attendance. 

I have found renewing my membership of the Wyvern Society 
Committee to be an extremely rewarding experience. I look 
forward to continuing this renewed, close association with 
the College and the Wyvern communities in 2008. In closing 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a safe and 
happy festive season and all the best for the New Year.

David Scoullar
Arch Wyvern

Interested in joining the Wyvern Society Committee or the 
Young Wyvern Functions Sub-Committee? 
Please contact Ann Wegner (03 9349 0754 or 
wyverns@queens.unimelb.edu.au) for further information. 

Arch Wyvern Report for 2007

Professor David Runia with Arch Wyvern David Scoullar and 
Professor Angela O’Brien at this year’s Collegians Dinner.
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President of Council Report

W hen you drive past Queen’s College you will see 
it as you have not seen it in the past. The new 
front fence has made a signifi cant difference, 

making Queen’s more welcoming, open, and part of the 
wider community. This increase in presence is refl ected in 
the very high rate of applications the College receives, and 
the outstanding progress the College has made on many 
fronts this year, including academic, cultural, artistic, social 
and sporting. The College community is grateful for the work 
done by George Willox and for the generous support and 
help given by Grocon, but particularly by Daniel Grollo in the 
fence relocation from its former city site.

The College Council continues to be encouraged by, (and 
encourage), our important “Lifting our Sights” Major Gifts 
Appeal. We are grateful to Peter Boag (1964) and Paul Wiegard 
(1988) for agreeing to take on the role of Appeal Chairman 
and Deputy Chairman respectively. Together with our Appeal 
Patron, Professor David Penington AC, they will play a vital role 
as leaders in our Appeal programme.

It is clear that Queen’s needs to improve, upgrade and extend 
its support facilities, both by making greater use of what 
is existing, and by our new development, to provide much 
needed functional areas for our current and future students. As 
Professor Penington has emphasised, the future of our country 
is very much bound up with the future of our young people. 

Additional improvements to the College are critical so that 
we can maintain our present position as the “College of fi rst 
choice”. All the colleges around the crescent are undertaking 
or have undertaken improvement programmes. We cannot 
afford to be left behind. 

Plans are being prepared for the “Eakins Project” to 
commence next year and provide a link between Eakins Hall 
and the JCR (the old dining room); better access via a stair 
and lift to the Stafford Council Room; separation of the Ante 
Room from the Dining Hall; improvements to the Western 
façade of Eakins Hall; and plumbed areas. 

Imminent stages of improvements to follow the Eakins 
Project include:

An Academic Centre – placed strategically on our boundary 
with the University, thereby promoting greater ties between 
Queen’s and the University. 

The primary motivation of the Centre is to improve student 
facilities, particularly in the area of the Arts and Information 
Technology providing access to the best online learning 
materials, as well as multimedia and high end software used 
by our Architecture and Engineering students. The Centre will 
incorporate a library that merges with informal spaces and 
lounges; provide extra tutorial rooms, which will alleviate the 
burden on the College’s current scarcity of teaching spaces; 
provide music rooms, which will adjoin a multi-purpose 
lecture theatre and performance space on the ground fl oor, 
able to seat up to 120 people, and provide a wonderful venue 
for student plays, musical recitals and public lectures.

Superior residential accommodation – to enrich the 
quality of College life.

Suited to the needs of graduate and post-graduate students 
and tutors, it is envisaged that this three-storey building will 
comprise 6 four-bedroom apartments sharing a full kitchen, 
dining area, lounge and bathroom, and 6 two-bedroom 
apartments comprising a bathroom and full kitchen, lounge 
and dining area. Clusters will resemble the shared housing 
units so popular among students leaving College, whilst still 
located within the Collegiate setting.

The fi nancial support of the Queen’s community is essential 
for us to take the College forward and for us to increase our 
infl uence within the University community. The ongoing work 
of the Director of Development, Sue Felton is to be applauded 
as is the work done by the Planning and Development (P&D) 
Committee, under the Vice Master’s guidance in this exciting 
area of improvement and development. 

Signifi cant consideration has been given to the College 
constitution this year. Following Council discussions relating 
to this composition, roles and functions, a review of the 
constitutions of educational bodies related through their 
association with the Uniting Church was undertaken. Each 
of these constituencies has been drafted more recently than 
that of Queen’s College.

Mr John Hicks, a former Vice President of the Council very 
kindly volunteered to prepare a new draft constitution for the 
College in light of the changes and current requirements. This 
document is at the point of acceptance by the Uniting Church 
and will underpin the governance of the College as we 
move forward. The constitution will be supported by policy 
documents which will allow the College fl exibility in adapting 
to the evolving needs of students, and the challenges and 
opportunities posed by the new arrangements within the 
University of Melbourne.

I wish to record thanks to fellow Council members and 
members of supporting committees for their involvement. 
Thanks too to the staff of the College, on whom students 
depend for their daily needs and from whose excellent 
work we all benefi t. Special thanks are due to the Master, 
Professor David Runia and the Vice Master, Dr Philip Mosely 
for their signifi cant leadership of the College.

In the second half of this year the Master furthered his 
studies and ‘re-charged his batteries’ on sabbatical leave. The 
Council greatly appreciates the work done by Dr Mosely and 
the role he played as acting Master during this period, and for 
the manner in which it was done.

May I extend good wishes to each and every student and 
to all members of the College community, and thank them 
on behalf of the Council for the role they are playing and will 
continue play in the development of Queen’s.

John Castles AM
President of Council 
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MADS Revue 2007 – Urinetown

W ith dancing bunnies, over-zealous cops and 
outlandishly extravagant gold bow-ties, Urinetown 
just about had it all. Directed by Ben Landau, the 

sheer scale of Urinetown was to be marvelled at. With a set 
as elaborate as the intricacies of the direction, Urinetown was 
constructed by MADS from the ground up as our biennial 
musical production. As hilarious as it was controversial, 
Urinetown proved to be one of the biggest MADS musicals 
of recent years...

With drought forcing the citizens of Urinetown to use public 
amenities, the impoverished residents, epitomised by the 
innocent Little Sally (Emma O’Connell), rise up under the 
leadership of the heroic Bobby Strong (Louis Jasek). When 
the rebels kidnap business tycoon Caldwell B. Cladwell’s (Ben 
Strate) gorgeous daughter, Hope (Jess Featherby), Cladwell’s 
henchmen (David Kelly and Sophie Griffi n) are sent to snuff 
out the uprising, with hilarious and disastrous consequences. 

Behind the scenes, Urinetown involved the mass 
participation of a vast number of students, from the publicity 
team to the sound design and the make-up crew. All manner 
of Queeners operated in their niche to pull off an unbelievable 
performance. Congratulations must go to Jess Featherby as 
winner of the Keith McCartney Award for her outstanding 
onstage performance. Urinetown was also commended by 
being the only college production among fi ve nominees for 
the Union Theatre’s Best Production of 2007.

Among countless others, thanks must go to assistant 
producer, Melissa Walker, director Ben Landau, assistant 
director Laura Harris and the entire production team, cast and 
orchestra. Finally, thanks must go to our audience, who came 
with us on our journey – all the way down, to Urinetown.

Geoff Heard
Producer

Bobby Strong (Louis Jasek) tells Hope Cladwell (Jessica Featherby) 
of the rebellion, as members of the chorus look on.

The cast and orchestra warming up before a show.

Main Photo: Caldwell Cladwell (Ben Strate) embraces 
his daughter, Hope (Jessica Featherby).
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QCS&SC President’s Report for 2007

T he corridors are empty, the quad refl ects an eerie 
silence and all but a few Queeners have departed for 
2007. Most will be returning in 2008, but many will 

be moving on to the next stage of their lives. With my time at 
Queen’s and the hectic and unmatched nature of college life 
now over, I have been granted the time and headspace to sit 
back and refl ect on the year that was. 

It is nearly impossible to provide a defi nitive account of what 
it means to have been a Queener in 2007. For 82 freshers, 
it started with O’Week. We lunged, we sweated, we went 
sleepless, we became part of something great and we fell 
in love with what we had suddenly gotten ourselves into. 
The immediate success of Orientation Week is underpinned 
by the tirelessly dedicated work of the 16 O’Week Leaders, 
who deserve much thanks and commendation. The true and 
long-term success of O’Week is found later in the year. It is 
refl ected in the sense of community spirit one feels by being 
a Queener. This is where we have truly succeeded. 

I feel that as a student club possessing autonomy over the 
direction of our income, we can often make the mistake of 
measuring our achievements by monetary purchases. We 
have made multiple purchases this year (Foxtel, Wyvern 
Camera, BBQ to name a few) which will benefi t the 
students and we should be proud of this. But the greatest 
achievements we have made this year have been in our active 
participation in sports, the arts, charity and ultimately the 
embodiment of community spirit. Much of these successes 
are intangible and not easily measured. If you’re a Queener, 
you know exactly what I mean. If you’re a parent of a Queener 
or a friend of Queen’s, I invite you to get to an event (sporting 
or arts) and experience this community for yourself. You will 
soon see more green, gold and chocolate than any other 
colour-sequence on the sidelines. You will also hear more 
support for thy fellow Queener than heard from any other 
college. This is something we should truly be proud of. 

Our enthusiasm and support for each other has recently been 
awarded, ironically, with tangible accolades. In 2007 Queen’s 
achieved the greatest overall results across all sports and all 
arts. Almost unheard of and worthy of much celebration, we 
have won the overall Sporting and Arts Cups for 2007. These 
victories were not the result of the suburb efforts of a few 
as we did not win the most individual competitions. In true 
Queener spirit, we had the greatest widespread participation, 
supported each other the most and played the hardest. This 
is an achievement of the entire Queen’s community and I 
offer my greatest congratulations to all. 

Essentially, Queen’s is only as good as the people within its 
walls. I’m sure we all get a sense of pride when we approach 
the façade of Queen’s – I know I defi nitely do. For me, it 
used to be pride for what I belonged to. Now, three years on, 
I feel honoured having been granted the opportunity to live 
and become friends with the great people I have. 

The friendships that living in a community with over 240 
similar minds can create are phenomenal and I am truly 
grateful for this opportunity. 

To every member of this diverse, active, enthusiastic and 
involved community, I would like to thank you. The unique 
contribution you have made to Queen’s, in whatever way that 
may be, has benefi ted this place immeasurably. Essentially, 
every contribution an individual makes within this community 
has an impact on another and almost invariably, a positive 
one. Here, I think specifi cally of the greatest team I’ve ever 
been on, the General Committee of 2007. I cannot speak 
more highly of this group of brilliant individuals and I would 
like to sincerely thank them for the unforgettable experiences 
they have created for many. I can only imagine that the GC of 
2008 will refl ect on their amazing year in a similar light and I 
wish them all the best. 

At the start of this year, anticipating the good times and the 
many challenges that lay ahead, I wrote a phrase on the back 
of my door – “Don’t take it too seriously.” Sticking to this 
mantra, although at times quite diffi cult, was made possible 
by the many great individuals we have at Queen’s. It is these 
people that make it so good. 

Thank you to those who have given me this indescribable 
opportunity to be President of the Student Club. I am truly 
humbled to have represented a cohort of such remarkable 
individuals, destined to continue their many achievements 
into the future. With all of this in mind, it is clear why I’m 
proud to call myself a Queener.

Yip Yang, and God Save the Queen. 

Jesse Zanker
President QCS&SC 2006-2007 

The Master, Professor Runia with Club President, Jesse Zanker. 
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Academic Dinners
Medical Dinner 2007
Queeners, Wyverns, SCR and special guests alike mingled 
over dinner in the JCR at the 2007 Queen’s Medical Society 
Dinner. Medicine, physiotherapy, dentistry, pharmacy and 
bio-medical science students were able to meet Wyverns 
who were studying or had established reputations in their 
chosen professions, and talk to them about their experiences. 
They all remembered a great time at Queen’s and remarked 
how it set them in such good stead for the future. And 
of course, we had our academic fellows from Melbourne 
University, including Professor Graham Parslow and 
Professor Norman Eizenberg.

Our guest speaker was Associate Professor Warrick Brewer, 
Senior Neuropsychologist at ORYGEN Youth Health. 
Following completion of his Psychology Honours at James 
Cook University of Nth Queensland, Warrick completed his 
Masters in Neuropsychology at the University of Melbourne 
in 1993, then his PhD in 1999 through the Mental Health 
Research Institute of Victoria. His research interests focus 
on tracking and understanding the development of psychosis 
from a neuropsychological perspective, from which he 
has extensive national and international publications and 
presentations, and for which he has won several awards. 

Currently he is a Senior Lecturer in the University of 
Melbourne Department of Psychiatry located at ORYGEN 
Youth Health - Parkville, where he leads the clinical and 
research program in the Neuropsychology Unit. He is also the 
team leader on the Intensive Case Management Team for the 
EPPIC program. 

Warrick gave a very interesting and in-depth presentation 
on his research into the link between olfaction (the sense 
of smell) and how memories are created and neurological 
disorders such as schizophrenia manifest. 

Helen Chan

Warrick Brewer (right) with James Waugh (1998).

Marion Carden (left) with Graham Parslow (Lecturer in Biochemistry & 
Molecular Biology at the School of Biochemistry, University of Melbourne) 
and his wife, with Tony Carden (1952) who gave the Vote of Thanks.

Allin Marrow (1964) with his wife Pauline and son Daniel (1996).
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2007 was undoubtedly one of the most successful years 
in Queen’s sport with Queen’s taking out the overall 
intercollegiate sports cup. The men were great contributors 
to this overall shield with some very pleasing and competitive 
results.

This dominance in sport meant that we always had 
competitive sides which made the choice of selection a hard 
one. A big thank you to all who tried out and to all those who 
applied themselves throughout the year. Our depth was a 
large contributor to our success.

A revised calendar, due to the drought, brought about soccer 
played on a synthetic pitch, no cricket and no softball. Despite 
this Queen’s adapted and started the year with a fl urry of 
wins. We took out the tennis and athletics premierships with 
some high class performances in each. The men’s team 
came second in the overall aths competition with great all 
round effort from Michael Currie. 

The men’s rowing teams had a mix of old and new rowers 
which made them competitive with the second’s men’s crew 
coming third in their fi nal. A lot of training and effort was 
once again put into this year’s rowing which is the underlying 
reason for our competitiveness. The men’s football teams 
were once again out-classed by stronger colleges however 
the boys put up a gallant fi ght and should not be disappointed 
with their efforts. Let’s hope for better times ahead. 

This year saw Queen’s compete in an outside uni hockey 
competition which put the men’s side in good stead for the 
intercollegiate comp. The boys went down narrowly in the 
fi nal but played some entertaining hockey. The men ended 
the year with success in the swimming with Queen’s taking 
the overall premiership and the men coming second overall.

Congratulations to Nicholas Hewitt who was a most 
deserving Sportsman of the year. To Queen’s, well done on 
the year that has been. I look forward to hearing of many 
more sporting successes. 

Hamish Guthrie 
Male Sports Representative

College Sport: Queen’s Reigns Supreme…

Hockey Team: left to right: Stuart Moore, David Sheedy, Malcolm Jack, 
James Sinclair.

Athletics Team: Back row, left to right: Hamish Guthrie, Tim Howie, 
Bentley Still X, Michael Currie, James Plunkett, Rowan Pinkerton, 
Jesse Zanker, David Park, Belinda Wilkinson, Kathy Lenne, Jessica 
Pietrowicz, Michelle Crocos, Anna Drutschinin, Leah Watts.

Basketball team: left to right Tim Howie, Harry Brazel.
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Students Reap the Benefit of Queen’s Scholarships

O ver the entrance to the Junior Common Room 
(formerly the Dining Hall) there is a plaque that 
honours the contribution to Queen’s by Fred J Cato. 

This contribution was considerable. He became a member of 
the Council in 1895, and was for a time co-treasurer. It is fair 
to say that without his generous support, along with that of 
a few other wealthy Methodists merchants, Queen’s would 
not have survived the fi nancial crises of the 1890s, and on 
other later occasions his benefactions helped sustain and 
extend the College buildings.

Fred was born in a tent on the Stawell goldfi elds. His father 
had little success as a goldminer and managed to support 
the family as a part-time carpenter. After leaving school at 
an early age Fred attended night school at the Mechanics’ 
Institute, and qualifi ed as an assistant schoolteacher. He 
taught for a short time in New Zealand, but returned to 
Australia at the invitation of his cousin Edwin Moran to work 
in his grocery store in Kew. When Fred became a partner 
soon after in the business to be called Moran and Cato’s, he 
determined to set aside a proportion of his weekly salary for 
charitable purposes. Moran and Cato’s fl ourished, with stores 
throughout Victoria (including one at the corner of Lygon and 
Elgin Streets in Carlton). Fred became known in the local 
press as a ‘merchant prince’, while continuing to set aside the 
same proportion of his income for ‘good works.’

This commitment to philanthropy, arising from a deeper 
commitment to Christ whom he had come to know through 
the Wesleyan Methodist community, was remarkable both 
in amount and extent. His biographer notes that he gave 
to every public hospital in Victoria and his generosity made 
possible the founding of Epworth Hospital in 1923 (now 
the largest not-for-profi t hospital in Australia). During his 
lifetime every Methodist educational institution in Melbourne 
(primary, secondary and tertiary) received from him 
scholarships, buildings or large monetary gifts. 

To ensure that these works would continue, in 1928 he 
established the Fred J. Cato Charitable Fund for ‘the 
advancement of education and religion, the relief of sickness 
and poverty, and other charitable purposes benefi cial to the 
community.’ The Fund still exists, and its Trustees (three of 
whom are Queen’s College alumni) annually disburse funds 
in accordance with his wishes.

Included in this funding are the Una B. Porter Scholarships at 
Queen’s, named after his daughter who was the fi rst woman 
graduate in Psychiatric Medicine from the University of 
Melbourne.

The Rev Professor Norman Young (1950)

2007 Una B Porter Scholarships recipients Kevin Hua (1st year 
Engineering/Science), Andrew Kovacs (1st year Arts/Engineering) and 
Merren McLean (1st year Media & Communications student) underneath 
the portrait of Fred J Cato in Eakins Hall.

Cato, Queen’s and the Una B. Porter Scholarships

The Hoadley Family: Scouts, 
Wesley and Queen’s… I n the centenary year of Baden Powell’s global Scouting 

movement, I was persuaded earlier this year by persons 
in Queen’s to become District Commissioner for the 

Brimbank District Scouts. Brimbank District lies in the 
Hoadley Region for Victorian Scouting, which covers what 
used to be named the North West County. The name was 
changed to Hoadley Region in 1948 in recognition of a great 
servant of Scouting, Charles Archibald Hoadley (1887-1947).

After matriculating from Wesley College Arch Hoadley, son 
of staunch Methodist and confectionary manufacturer Abel 
Hoadley, went up to the University of Melbourne in 1905. 
Taking residence at Queen’s under Rev Dr Edward Sugden, 
Arch took degrees in mining engineering and science and 
emerged as a geologist. A spirit of adventure led him to 
join Mawson’s expedition to the Antarctica in 1913. In 1916 
he was appointed the fi rst principal of Footscray Technical 
School and remained in that position till his death in 1947. The 
School later emerged as the Victoria University of Technology 
and today as Victoria University. Continued following page…

Charles Dovers,
Sydney Jones and 

(right) Charles Hoadley.
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Profile on Joy Wu 

Joy Wu came to Queen’s College at the start of 2007 from 
Chengdu, China, as a recipient of the 2007 Endeavour 
Asia Award. Many things that we take for granted were 
overwhelming at fi rst for Joy. The green spaces, the lack 
of crowds and the comparative luxury of a room to herself. 
The university dormitory she had come from was shared 
with seven other students. We asked her to refl ect on her 
experiences here, and she wrote as follows:

My Life at Queen’s
For most people in China, Australia is a dream land, remote 
but beautiful. I am, however, fortunate enough to see and 
feel this land myself. I notice many small things. At Queen’s 
itself; any time I walk around I will be attracted by different 
kinds of trees and fl owers, unknown to me but so beautiful. 
These small surprises always give me a cheerful mood.

Suddenly transferring from one of the oldest nations in 
the east to one of the youngest nations in the west, many 
fresh situations poured upon me, along with all sorts of 
awkwardness, but I was so grateful and lucky, for Queen’s 
College bringing a smooth and happy transition to me. 

Far away from home, I can’t help feeling homesick; 
however, Queen’s does create a lovely home environment 
for each resident. Queen’s provides so many occasions 
for us to meet everyone here and talk and make friends. 
What surprised me is that everyone is so friendly and I am 
delighted at such greetings and talks each time. Moreover, I 
soon fi nd there are so many interesting activities and clubs 
to fi ll the spare time. There is usually a Monday evening 
programme after each Monday dinner at Junior Common 
Room—either a wonderful seminar given by a specialist or 
a soiree held by Queeners to show their art talents; there 
is chance to dine with distinguished guests in formal dinner 

time and have a discussion with them; there are big turns for 
socialisation and entertainment from time to time, let alone 
corridor parties and sports games; there is a well-equipped 
24 hours library… 

I know what I mentioned above is just a drop in the ocean. I 
am honored to be one of the Queeners and my ball exploring 
Queen’s continues.

Under the award, supported by the Australian Government, 
Joy is studying for a Master of Applied Commerce in 
Accounting and hopes to return to China and work towards 
reforming China’s accounting policies and standards. 

Joy Wu, taken whilst on holiday.

Continued from previous page In 1921 Arch joined the 
Boy Scouts and became the scoutmaster of his local 1st 
Footscray troop. His involvement was total and he soon 
rose to become Chief Commissioner in Victoria 1928-1937. 
Realising the need for a permanent leadership training centre, 
Arch donated his holiday home located outside Gembrook. 
The centre was called Gilwell Park after Baden Powell’s 
headquarters in England and remains today the centre of 
Scouting in Victoria. Arch was awarded the Commander of 
the Order of the British Empire in 1936.

Arch began a family tradition of connecting Scouts, Wesley 
College and Queen’s College. His sons Jack and Peter, 
schooled at Wesley, entered Queen’s in 1953 and 1954 
respectively and both men continued their father’s passion 
for Scouts. Jack’s son David, having passed through the 
ranks of Scouting, entered Queen’s in 1977. Peter’s sons, 
James and Andrew, who were both schooled at Wesley and 
James is even a teacher there now, also raised their families 
through Scouts. In 2007 James’ daughter Jessica, great 

granddaughter of Arch Hoadley, entered Queen’s as a fi rst 
year resident. Only Year 12 stopped her ambitions of scaling 
the pinnacle of Scouting, the Queen’s Scout award!

Today the Hoadley region for Scouting covers 
14 municipalities, 2,000 youths and 500 adult leaders. 
A recent centenary camp for Hoadley attracted over 800 
participants under canvas at Riddells Creek. Riddells Creek 
was originally settled in 1840 by John Carre Riddell from 
whom our Director of Development at Queen’s, Sue Felton, 
descends.

To mark the centenary of Scouting and its connection to 
Queen’s, the College in August this year fl ew the Scouts fl ag, 
the fl eur-de-lis on purple background, from the Sugden Tower 
fl agpole. Many Queeners have been members of the Scouting 
movement – the Hoadleys have particularly led the way.

Karen Kelly
Queen’s College Offi ce
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The Queen’s College Choir
The Queen’s College Choir is a hidden pearl. It’s a small choir 
– about 14 students, tutors and non-residents – which sings 
the weekly Sunday-night chapel service.

As the new director appointed mid-year, it has been a real joy 
to work with this group of committed and intelligent choral 
scholars to produce a beautiful service each week. I joined 
the choir six years ago in my fi rst year at University where I 
was studying an undergraduate music degree, majoring in 
singing. Queen’s provided a place where music was valued, 
without the excessive rehearsal regimes of the other choirs 
on the crescent. More importantly, there was a group of good 
people working together on a huge variety of challenging and 
unusual music. 

Why do I fi nd Queen’s so enjoyable to sing with and direct? 
It’s the combination of thinking, music and fun which is 
so rare in other choirs. Anyone can sing the right notes. A 
really good choir enters the music in its details – trying to 
understand words, to shape phrases, whilst retaining a vision 
of the whole work. At Queen’s there is a marvellous tradition 
of making music mean something, of believing what you 
sing, of feeling its power and drawing out tiny details in the 
music. This is what makes a performance great.

Performance is probably not the right word here – another 
of the strengths of the Queen’s Choir is its understanding of 
music in worship. Probably ‘offering’ is a better word (though 
a little daggy nowadays) because it sums up the way that 
music is something which is always given for others and for 
God.

There are great challenges ahead for the choir. The yearly 
change in membership means lots of work helping to slot 
new voices into the choir. The choir needs to get out and 
about more, so that more people inside and outside the 
College can be inspired by its kind of music-making. It’s a big 
job, but totally rewarding!

Matthew Champion
Director

New choirmaster Matthew Champion 
in the College Chapel. 

Matthew Champion with members of the Queen’s Choir.



12

Snapshot of the Library

T he Queen’s College Library is the academic support 
for the College community including undergraduates, 
staff, tutors and researchers and includes the 

Archives under its wing.

The Undergraduate Library is thriving. Over 500 new items 
have been purchased this year for the collections, including 
academic books, paperbacks, DVDs and music CDs. 
Borrowing is up and continues high. The Library was jam-
packed during Swotvac from morning to night. QWI-FI or 
Queen’s Wireless network is now available within the Library 
and the Quad and is being highly used.

The Library has also been busy with Sugden researchers 
preparing for the Sugden Symposium which will take place 
on Friday 30 and Saturday 31 May in 2008.

The Library has received many generous donations this year 
for both the upgrading of the Undergraduate Library and 
the Sugden Heritage Collections. The College is extremely 

grateful for this support, as well as the donations of books 
from Wyverns.

Archives

A new fi ve bay compactus was installed in the Archives 
repository in May 2007. Powder-coated steel shelving 
for storage of outsize items such as maps, plans, framed 
photographs and textile boxes was installed in September. 
This is a signifi cant move for the Archives and has extended 
the space for many more years and insured that materials are 
housed in the best environment for conservation. 

Friends of the Library

On the 22 August, the FOTL Fireside Chat was held in the 
JCR. The Rev Bruce Barber (1955) interviewed Bill McLeod 
(1954) who studied Medicine and Theology whilst at 
Queen’s. During his years in College, Bill was Chairman of 
the Wyvern Society and President of the Sports and Social 
Club. His interests in classical music were well known during 
this time. 

His talk focused on the purpose of psychoanalysis in view 
of the availability of psychiatric drugs; the place of music 
in mental therapy; the various schools and fashions in 
psychiatry and the range of different therapies, in particular 
logotherapy, with its emphasis on purpose in life and sense 
of being. 

The Friends of the Library closed their season with a talk by 
Lance Castles (1955). The topic was “Islam and Democracy 
in Indonesia” and was well attended. Lance refl ected on 
his many years in Indonesia and the political changes that 
have taken place during that time. He remains optimistic for 
the future of democracy in Indonesia and feels that positive 
changes have taken place in that direction.

Gale Watt, Librarian

Guests listen to Bruce Barber (1955) as he interviews Bill McLeod (1954). Philip Knight (1958) gives the Vote of Thanks during the 
Afternoon at the FOTL event on 28 October.

Lance Castles (1955) addresses his audience in the JCR. 
Seated next to him is MC, Dr Ailsa Zainu’ddin (1945).
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Queen’s Gatherings

Professor David Runia and his wife 
Gonni, with hosts Lida and Warwick 
Bray (1979) and President of Council 
John Castles AM at the UK Reunion.

Matt Taylor (1991) on the right with his 
fiancée Suzanne Last (left) and Natale 
Lewington (1990) in the centre, enjoy 
catching up at the UK Reunion.

President of Council John Castles AM, with guest speaker 
Alan “Hoppy” Hopgood AM, Director of Development 
Sue Felton, Arch Wyvern David Scoullar (1991) and 
Vice Master, Philip Mosely at the Wyvern Dinner.

Lachlan Boyd (2000) with Alyce O’Brien, 
seated with Belinda Birrell (2002) and Tom 
Hutchinson (2000) at the Wyvern Dinner.

Guests enjoying themselves 
at the Wyvern Dinner.

A happy group of Wyverns at the 
Adelaide Reunion in October 2007. 

UK Reunion

A very successful reunion of 20 Wyverns, Friends of 
Queen’s and current and past parents was held on Monday 
10 September. Generously hosted by Wyvern Warwick 
Bray (1979) and his wife Lida at their home in Chelsea, the 
occasion provided a wonderful opportunity for re-connection 
and a chance to hear from the Master, Professor Runia and 
President of Council, John Castles AM about our current 
students and their many and varied feats, as well as the 
College’s exciting plans for the future.

Wyvern Dinner – ‘My 50 Years in Theatre 
(Thanks to Queen’s)’ Thoughts and reflections 
from Alan “Hoppy” Hopgood AM

This year’s dinner on Friday 28 September attracted 84 guests, 
representing a pleasing breadth of Wyverns from the 1940s 
through to the early 2000s. With guest speaker, Wyvern actor, 
playwright and author Alan ‘Hoppy’ Hopgood AM (1952), the 
mood in Eakins Hall was upbeat and convivial.

Alan’s speech had a little something in it for everyone as he 
delighted us with his anecdotes of days gone by at Queen’s, 
his years at the Melbourne Theatre Club, his experience with 
prostate cancer and his recent tour of rural play houses.

Adelaide Reunion

A very good night was held on Friday 12 October with 24 
guests attending the Adelaide Reunion at the Chesser Cellar. 
As the Master Professor Runia stated, it was wonderful to 
have representation from the community dating from ‘the 
40s to the naughties’ (the Director of Development arrived at 
Queen’s in 2006). All present enjoyed a wonderful meal with 
lots of chat and considerable interest shown in the College. 

50 Years & Beyond

The College was delighted with the record attendance of 
90 Wyverns and their spouses/partners on Wednesday 
5 December at this annual lunch. The JCR was packed to the 
rafters, with some Wyverns not having returned to Queen’s 
for a very long time indeed.

Guest speaker Bob Newman OAM (1947) spoke about his 
career in Forestry, showing a very interesting and at times 
highly amusing powerpoint presentation and answering many 
questions afterwards. 
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Peter Arnoldt (1949) with Madeline and 
Ken Davey (1977) at the Adelaide Reunion.

Philip Castles (1969) chats with David 
French (1969) during the Adelaide 
Reunion, with Doug Coster (1964) and 
Wilfred Prest (1959) in the background.

Wesley Trigg (1950) with John Frazer (1951) and Don 
Hunt (1951) at the 50 Years & Beyond Lunch.

Leslie Harrison (1945) with his wife Yvonne 
during the 50 Years & Beyond Lunch.

Pam and John Loveridge (1946) 
with Ted Hillis AM (1947) at the 
50 Years & Beyond Lunch. 

Guest speaker Bob Newman OAM 
(1947) with his wife Janet during 
the 50 Years & Beyond Lunch.

Unveiling of the Front Fence

On Thursday 6 December, Queen’s College offi cially unveiled 
its heritage front fence, generously donated by Grocon during 
the time of the College’s then sixth Master, Dr John Henley, 
when that company and Heritage Victoria were seeking 
expressions of interest to fi nd the fence a new home.

It was delivered to Queen’s in 2004, with Professor David 
Runia as Master.

Grocon CEO, Mr Daniel Grollo attended the ceremony, 
with representatives from various companies involved 
with the project, including the Melbourne City Council, the 
Royal Melbourne Hospital’s Royal Heritage Committee and 
Heritage Victoria. 

The fence and its origins play an integral role in the history of 
some of Melbourne’s earliest hospitals.

The fi rst public hospital built in Victoria, the Melbourne 
Hospital (Royal in 1935), was established on the corner of 
Lonsdale and Russell Streets on 15 March 1846. Despite 
additions to the original building, overcrowding was a 
continual problem. Between 1910 – 1916 the hospital was 
rebuilt on its original site according to a design by JJ and 

EJ Clark, architects. The fence, Edwardian in style, was 
defi nitely erected when the buildings belonged to the then 
Melbourne Hospital, even though the Queen Victoria Hospital 
did not occupy the site until nearly 30 years later. It was an 
integral part of the Clark design, comprising basalt plinths 
acting as a retaining wall, a cast iron palisade fence and two 
gateways. According to the Annual Report of the Melbourne 
Hospital, the fence was erected by 1912. Its design was 
intended to complement the Edwardian buildings of the new 
hospital. 

Queen’s is delighted with the fence, which has opened 
up the College considerably to the wider community of 
Melbourne.

See photos featured in the Master’s Christmas Letter 2007.
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Wyverns at Large 
Claire Baron (1983)
Claire was accepted to Trinity Hall, 
University of Cambridge in 1996 
where she undertook her Masters in 
educational research, graduating with 
distinction in 1998. Academic publications 
in international journals related to 
educational research. Has worked as 
an educational consultant in Cambridge 
during and after her degree. Returned 
to Australia, married, has two children. 
Currently runs an instrumental music 
program in Hobart schools, employing 
10 teachers whilst working from home.

Joanne Barrett (1994)
Since fi nishing uni, Joanne has worked 
for the Victorian Government in a variety 
of roles, most recently for the Minister for 
Community Services. Her husband Phil 
(from Perth) reconnected her with many of 
the people she knew at Queen’s, through 
his association with the Old Geelong 
Collegians Amateur Athletics Club and the 
Melbourne University Triathlon Club. They 
have competed with their good friends 
in many athletic and multi-sport events 
around Victoria and beyond. Their fi rst 
child, Charlie, was born in May this year, 
and they are now living in Brunswick.

Robert Birks (1988)
After graduating from Melbourne Uni, 
Robert worked as an epidemiologist in 
Victoria and SA for eight years. He enrolled 
in graduate entry Medicine at Flinders 
Uni in Adelaide in 2002, graduating in 
2005. He is now in early stages of GP 
training program working in Gippsland. 
Robert is married to Jane and they have 
two daughters Claire, 4 and Emily, 2. 

Belinda Birrell (2002)
Belinda attended the Wyvern Dinner. 
She is working for ANZ Communications 
for technology business and thoroughly 
enjoys the challenges the role presents, 
especially working with colleagues 
in Bangalore. Belinda lives in Elwood 
with Wyvern Tom Hutchinson.

Lachlan Boyd (2000)
Lachlan attended the Wyvern Dinner. 
After graduating, he took up a graduate 
position with Thiess and currently works 
as a Site Engineer with the company.

Nick Branson (1989)
Nick is currently working in Philadelphia, 
USA as a post-doctoral research fellow with 
the Canine Behaviour and Genetics Project.

Vivian Brett (1985)
Vivian has been working with Holden 
since 1996. He and wife Maria have two 
boys Liam and Tadhg and are close to 
fi nishing renovations on their home.

Miles Burt (1998)
Miles has moved on from New Zealand, 
a stint at National Australia Bank and a 
brief engagement, to end up in Dublin, 

Ireland, working for William Fry solicitors, 
as an Associate in the banking team. He is 
already missing the Melbourne weather.

Wesley Campbell (1973)
Wes has recently taken up a position as 
chaplain in the University of Melbourne. 
Previously he was minister in Uniting 
Church congregations in Essendon and 
North Melbourne, and directed social 
justice policy and education in the Synod 
of Victoria. After his fi rst parish in WA, 
Wes did postgraduate study in Germany, 
and continues that theological interest 
by convening the national Uniting Church 
working group on doctrine. He has been 
painting seriously for some time and has 
exhibited paintings in solo and group 
exhibitions. He is married to Beverley 
and they have two adult children.

Nicole Eddy (2002)
Nicole attended the Wyvern Dinner. 
She is nearing the completion of 
her Diploma of Education.

Ellen Eiseman (1991)
Upon return to US in ’91, Ellen studied 
law in Wisconsin, then worked in Chicago 
for a few years. She married and travelled 
with diplomat husband to his postings in 
the Ivory Coast, El Salvador and New York 
City. Ellen joined the diplomatic service in 
’03 and went to her fi rst career posting in 
Trinidad and Tobago in ’04. She divorced 
and then danced her sorrows away in 
the 2006 Trinidadian Carnival. Ellen then 
moved to Lima, Peru in late 2006 with her 
two daughters, ages 7 and 5, where she 
continues to enjoy a sometimes glamorous 
diplomatic lifestyle. Ellen welcomes 
Wyverns to ‘crash’ a few nights at her 
home in Lima when passing through.

Peter Freeman (1962)
Peter lives in Moruya, NSW south coast. 
He consults as a conservation architect 
in ACT, Tasmania, NSW and SE Asia. 
Peter enjoys canoeing, walks, travel 
and follows the Cats. He is married to 
Tanny and they have three children in 
Canberra, Hobart and Melbourne.

Andrew Grant (1995)
Andrew moved to Canada in 2000 and 
completed an MSc in Climatology at UBC in 
Vancouver. For a change of pace, he moved 
to Toronto for a couple of years, working 
as a photographer. Now back in Vancouver 
working in the media department of an 
advertising agency - having a blast! Andrew 
is married (as of 2002), has one dog, a 
new house (Dec 2006) and a photos page 
that gets sporadically updated at: http://
community.webshots.com/user/ap_grant.

Scott Hargreaves (1984)
After graduating with a BA in Politics and 
Economics, Scott joined the staff of the 
Leader of the National Party in Victoria. 
After the change of Government in 1992, 
he was appointed senior adviser and later 

Chief of Staff to Roger Hallam MLC, who 
had various Ministerial portfolios including 
Local Government, Regional Development 
and Finance. Subsequent work included a 
stint as External Affairs Manager for Visy 
Industries, and as Project Manager with 
Troughton Swier and Associates which 
was managing the electricity and gas 
supply industry privatisation process for 
the Government of Victoria. After a short 
period as an independent consultant, from 
1999-2004 he was a consultant with and 
later General Manager of the SDA Group, 
a public affairs consultancy. He obtained 
an MBA from the Melbourne Business 
School in 1999. Since 2005 he has been 
Manager of Public and Government 
Affairs for Monash Energy, a Victorian 
Coal-to-Liquids project being jointly 
developed by Shell Gas and Power and 
the mining company Anglo American.

Nicholas Inglis (1991)
Nicholas attended the Wyvern Dinner. 
He was best man at the wedding of best 
friend Dikkii Web on 1/9/06. Nicholas 
is currently employed as a professional 
‘geek’ programming in PHP and looking 
after the Chinese government email.

Stephanie Johnston (2000)
Stephanie is now working for Barwon 
Health at Geelong Hospital.

Bruce Lade (1971)
Bruce was at Queen’s from 1971-73 
graduating in Civil Engineering in 1974. 
He has practised as a consulting engineer 
since, specialising in water supply and 
water treatment. It has been very rewarding 
for him, working mainly in Victoria and 
interstate. He is currently a Senior 
Associate with Sinclair Knight Merz who 
is immersed in remedying Melbourne’s 
water shortages, investigating, planning and 
designing the new supplies to fi ll the gap 
in supply left by the drought (or change in 
climate?) and Melbourne’s constant growth.

Charles Mott (1955)
Charles was a Journalist Melbourne/
London 1957-61. He worked for the Dept 
of Foreign Affairs & Trade 1962-98 and has 
been at Latrobe University since 1998.

Jacinta Munro (1995)
Jacinta is busy with family life having 
bought a new home with her partner and 
having fun furnishing it. They have an 18 
month old daughter Bridget and are looking 
forward to welcoming another addition in 
April 2008. Jacinta is currently working in 
HR with Mackay Consolidated Industries 
part time and playing lots of tennis.

Richard Oakley (1973)
Richard is now a partner in his own law 
fi rm, Cinque Oakley Senior in Ballarat.

Jason Olson (1994)
Jason moved back to Houston after 
travelling and then moved up to Boston in 
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Please go to our website at: www.queens.unimelb.edu.au 
to update your details on the Wyvern database.

2000. He met his wife Rebecca in 2003 and 
they married in 2004. They are expecting 
their fi rst baby (a boy) in November 
2007. Jason now works as an actuary 
for an insurance company in Boston.

Richard Pestell (1987)
Richard is currently working as Director of 
the Kimmel Cancer Center at the Thomas 
Jefferson University in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, USA. This year, he helped 
to establish a fundraiser concert for cancer 
research. Entitled “A night with Olivia 
Newton John”, the concert raised support 
for the Kimmel Cancer Center and the 
Olivia Newton John Cancer Center Appeal 
of the Austin Hospital in Melbourne. 

Steven Power (1993)
In 1995 Steve completed a Bachelor 
of Commerce and Arts degree and 
joined the Shell Oil Corporation being 
responsible for fuels trading and managing 
relationships with large commercial clients, 
partners and suppliers. His work included 
assignments in Australia and overseas. 
Steve joined Retail Directions in 2000 
and soon became one of its major 
shareholders. He played a key role in the 
transition of the organisation from a start-up 
technology company to a highly respected 
provider of core business systems to 
prominent Australian and international 
retail organisations. Steve handled 
the commercial, fi nancial, legal, and 
administrative areas within the business.
Steve took advantage of an attractive 
opportunity to divest his interests in 
Retail Directions in August 2004. Shortly 
thereafter, in October 2004 he was head 
hunted to take up the role of Executive 
- Acquisitions & Solutions Development 
with PMP Limited, Australasia’s leading 
integrated provider of consumer insight 
and printed communications solutions. 
In this role he was responsible for 
identifying, developing and acquiring 
solutions which provided signifi cant 
new revenue streams for PMP.

Then in July 2005, Steven was promoted 
to the role of National Sales Manager for 
PMP Distribution. He became responsible 
for leading the National Sales Team, of 
approximately 100 staff, in the development 

and implementation of strategies to acquire 
new business. In addition, he managed a 
portfolio of clients which included many of 
Australia’s ASX Top 200 listed companies.

In October 2006, Steve was hand 
picked by venture capital fi rm Netus, to 
become the Chief Executive Offi cer for 
ReachLocal Australia. ReachLocal Inc. 
is the largest Search Engine Advertising 
Agency for local businesses in the United 
States, and is on the way to achieving 
the same distinction in Australia. Steve 
is currently based in Sydney, with his 
wife Nicole, and 12 month old daughter 
Trinity and a new baby on the way.

John ‘Speedy’ Richardson (2000)
John attended the Wyvern Dinner with 
partner Rhiannon Kelly-Pearce. He has 
an interest in fi nancial markets. John 
and Rhiannon have recently purchased 
their fi rst home. John survived a ski 
trip to NZ without injuring a limb.

Elizabeth Ryan (2000)
Elizabeth has returned to Melbourne after 
a couple of years in Sydney. She works for 
management consulting fi rm Partners in 
Performance International – currently on a 
project in Auckland and looking forward to 
taking some time off to travel next year.

Paul Scoullar (1993)
Paul has launched a company, Southern 
Innovation, to commercialise technology 
developed during PhD research at the 
Uni of Melb. The company is targeting 
markets in the homeland security, 
oil well logging, medical imaging and 
scientifi c instrumentation industries.

Jo Siketa (1999)
Jo works as an occupational therapist 
at Epworth Healthcare. She keeps 
in contact with some good friends 
made at Queen’s College.

Robin Vague (1964)
Robin has now retired from his legal career 
and has almost “returned home”. He and 
Heather moved from Melbourne early 
in 2007, and have taken up residence at 
Barwon Heads between 13th Beach and 
the Barwon Heads Golf Club. The last 
year Robin lived in Geelong was 1963, 
the year of the Cats last premiership.

Richard Walter(1959)
Richard has been living at Port Fairy since 
November 2004. He is semi-retired, 
enjoying life with Ruth and keeping up 
with fi ve grandchildren. He divides his 
time between sessional work on the 
Planning List at VCAT, chairing the board 
at Western District Health Service, a 
director of Health Super Pty Ltd and 
independent chair of Moyne Shire and 
Glenelg Hopkins CMA Audit Committees. 
Recent winters have given him the chance 
to spend a month or so camping and 
birdwatching up north and in the Kimberley.

Rev. Dikkii Webb (1991)
Dikkii attended the Wyvern Dinner, 
his fi rst Queen’s event in the past 10 
years. He is keen on reconnecting 
with the College. He married non-
Wyvern Louise in September 2006.

Wyvern Richard Pestell (1987), with Olivia 
Newton John and Dr Paul Mitchell, Director of 
Cancer Services, Austin Hospital Australia. 
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Owen Parnaby: A Personal Reflection
Women, Wine & Song

Women, wine and song, not necessarily 
the words which spring to mind 
when thinking of Owen Parnaby. 
They are signifi cant in this context, 
however when refl ecting upon Owen’s 
contribution and achievements as the 
Master of Queen’s College.

Song

From memory the preface to the old 
Methodist Hymn Book began with these 
words – “Methodism was born in song…”

Owen Parnaby was the son of a 
Methodist Minister. From his upbringing 
he brought great values and principles 
together with integrity and a strong work 
ethic. Christianity, in particular Wesleyan 
Christianity, meant so much to him 
throughout his life, and its tenets were a 
signifi cant part of his make up.

Coping with a family sadness, triumphing 
over serious personal illness and a period 
of post graduate life with some hardship 
developed in Owen great inner strength, 
quiet determination and sensitivity.

Through Wesley College, Queen’s 
College and the University of 
Melbourne, to Balliol College Oxford 
and back to Queen’s via New Zealand, 
the 4th Master of the College was a 
signifi cantly reinforced home grown 
product. A scholarly gentleman of 
standing with strong principles and a 
quiet but strong faith.

In 1969, as president of the Student 
Club I grew to know, appreciate and 
understand Owen better. A weekly 
meeting with the Master for me at 
11.00am each Friday was the standing 
arrangement—always with a cup of tea. 
Initially I would be greeted as Mr Castles 
but as the year progressed, John. Owen 
bridged that period of traditional Ox Cam 
formality and the more relaxed approach 
of today. College affairs took up the 
fi rst part of our allocated hour and then 
discussions ranging from the Church 
and history to women, wine and the 
future followed – time and discussion 
I valued so much then, and remember 
happily today. Our conversations were 
never dull – often amazing, sometimes 
humourous.

The Clifton Pugh portrait, a copy of 
which hangs in the dining hall, in many 
ways, captures the initial impression 
one had of Owen, his mild reserve, 
diffi dence, his wispy hair, his slightly 
wandering eye and when as I look at it I 

can almost see his lip tremble a little as 
it did whilst he formulated his answer 
to that two edged question I had asked 
or his response to an inquiry related to a 
contentious issue which had been raised 
elsewhere.

Wine

During his fi rst years as Master there 
was some student restlessness – 
though relatively mild. Then, as now, 
the abuse of alcohol was a concern in 
the colleges. Queen’s was a dry college 
offi cially, but there was a strong drive 
from students for wine to accompany 
special dinners in Hall. On some matters 
Owen needed “space” to determine 
his approach and response, and wine 
in Hall was such an issue. Finally in 
1969 this matter was taken to the 
Methodist conference (todays Synod) 
which brought a predictable response – 
resistance. However Dr Wood, known 
for his intellect and strength, and also 
for his common sense and humanity 
supported Owen in his position and 
maintained that the management of 
alcohol in Queen’s College should rest 
in the hands of the Master. His decision 
should be respected and he should 
accept responsibility for it.

Soon after, at the end of that year 
wine appeared at the Valedictory 
dinner, and was handled responsibly 
by the students. Owen’s quiet strength 
and ability to win trust and manage 
diffi culties had been demonstrated and 
his faith in students justifi ed.

Women

At its commencement Queen’s College 
had a small number of women students. 
After some diffi culties, a few years in 
to its life Queen’s became an all male 
college. Though naturally women were 
allowed to visit students, in the 1960s a 
relaxation of the rules relating to women 
in Hall was an increasing student wish. 
By the end of the decade women were 
welcomed into the dining hall.

Owen was a great supporter of equal 
rights for women in all things and argued 
strongly for Queen’s College to become 
co-educational. This he achieved in 
1973. In spite of my concerns, strongly 
expressed at the time, the stones of 
the College didn’t fall or decay further, 
nor have the bricks crumbled, indeed 
the co-educational college has been 
successful

With the exception of one cut at 
electrical work taken early in his years 

as Master, Owen was not a hands on 
tradesman. He did, however, focus 
attention on much needed maintenance 
and on improving the facilities of the 
College. Renovation and refurbishment 
programs for North, East and South 
Wings were undertaken, new 
J Wing was completed, Kernick was 
constructed and the ambitious project, 
which now bears his name, Parnaby 
took place. Fund raising programmes, 
always taxing, were companion activities 
to these works. Owen’s vision, tenacity 
and dogged determination saw these 
improvements and additions completed 
to the lasting benefi t of the College.

Lack of student representation on 
Council was another point of agitation 
and in 1969 the student club President 
was granted observer status which in 
the following year became full Council 
membership, a position which has 
continued with obvious benefi t.

By the middle of the 1970s when I 
returned from the UK and again joined 
the Council, it was encouraging to see 
that both Owen’s confi dence and the 
support extended to him by this often 
conservative body had grown markedly.

Today, almost 40 years on, as I sit in the 
same Master’s study but now with the 
7th Master, under the kindly gaze of Dr 
Sugden from the portrait generously 
loaned from the NGV, David Runia and 
I discuss ideas for a new generation in 
a very different College. Sometimes 
I pause and recall those engaging 
hours with Owen Parnaby in 1969, and 
remember him with great affection 
and with gratitude for the contribution 
he made to my education in a most 
signifi cant period of my life. 

More importantly, and more broadly, 
together with so many Wyverns, I give 
thanks for his life, and the legacy left by 
him. I know that in the 4th chapter of 
the book of Queen’s (1966 – 1986), one 
will read detail of the signifi cant cultural 
changes effected and the growth in 
stature of the College in this rich and 
expansive period under the Mastership 
of Owen Parnaby.

John Castles AM, President of Council

This eulogy held during the Memorial 
Service on 2 May 2007 in the College 
Chapel was inadvertently omitted from 
the eulogies published in the College 
Journal Aedifi camus.
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Donor Listing
Queen’s College acknowledges with gratitude the following individuals, charitable foundations and trusts for their generous 
support of Scholarships; the Featonby Library and the Sugden Heritage Collections funds; the College Chapel fund; the 
Landscaping fund; the Past Scholars’ Scholarship fund; the Indigenous Scholarship fund; the Refurbishment of the Tower 
Studio fund; the Master’s Discretion fund and the Master Appeal. 

As well, we are grateful to those donors who requested anonymity for their gifts. 

Gifts recorded date from 1/1/2007 to 12/12/2007. Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy. If an error has occurred, 
please accept our apologies and contact the Development Offi ce on (61) 3 9349 0754 or email wyverns@queens.unimelb.edu.au 
so that we can amend our records.
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Personalia

Elias Kambouropoulos joins us in the role 
of Manager Finance and Administration. 
Elias has worked over 20 years in the 
Health industry, primarily at Mercy 
Private Hospital, the Australian Red Cross 
Blood Service and The Cancer Council.

New Manager of Finance and Administration, 
Mr Elias Kambouropoulos.

Wyvern Society AGM
Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of 
the Wyvern Society will be held in the Lade Room, Queen’s 
College, 1 – 17 College Crescent, Parkville on:

Tuesday 12 February 2008
at 6.30pm for 7.00pm (drinks to precede meeting)

Please RSVP by 7 February 2008 to Ann Wegner 
(03) 9349 0754 or email: wyverns@queens.unimelb.edu.au

Business:

1. To transact the business of the Annual General Meeting in accordance with 
the constitution of the Society.

Copies of the Agenda for the 2008 Annual General Meeting together with 
minutes from the previous Annual General Meeting are available for inspection 
at the General Offi ce, Queen’s College, or on the Queen’s College website at 
www.queens.unimelb.edu.au

Dated this 15th day of December, 2007
D. Ziffer, Secretary

The College has been saddened 
to receive news of the death 
of a number of Wyverns 
and Friends of Queen’s.

Dr Winston Rickards (Medicine 1938)

Dr John Champness (Commerce/Arts 1939)

The Rev N Mapperson (Theology 1940)

Mrs Blanche Merz (Medicine 1944)

Mr Donald Gray (Engineering 1945)

Mr Eric James Frazer (Arts)

Mr Gregory McManis (Architecture 1969)

Staff News Queen’s Launches its Inaugural Bequest Society

In Autumn 2008 Queen’s will launch a Bequest Society – to be named The Sugden 
Society, after its fi rst Master, the Reverend E H Sugden.

Objectives of the Sugden Society are: 

-  to highlight the importance of bequests in ensuring the continuing effectiveness 
of Queen’s College and securing its long-term fi nancial future;

-  to encourage and facilitate bequests to the College;

-  to acknowledge, honour and celebrate in their lifetime those have made a 
bequest to Queen’s.

Anyone from the College community who notifi es that they have made a bequest to 
Queen’s, will automatically be entitled to become a member of the Sugden Society.

Benefi ts to members will include invitations to private functions outside the College; 
invitations to functions at the College (e.g. private functions or immediate entry to 
regular events such as FOTL events); and membership of the Queen’s College Library. 

For enquiries, please contact Sue Felton in the Development Offi ce 
on (61) 3 9349 0760 or email development@queens.unimelb.edu.au

“Queen’s College has been made unique by the Sugden tradition, the tradition of 
family spirit and social responsibility, which has nurtured and infl uenced the lives 
and careers of its many illustrious members.” 
Dr Owen Parnaby, fourth Master


